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Objective: From the viewpoint of Ibn Arabi, the world system is a longitudinal
system sent down from the divine treasures of the Unseen: “Here is not a thing but
that its sources are with us, and we do not send it down except in a known measure.”
And He holds the key to the sending down: “With Him are the treasures of the
Unseen; no one knows them except Him.” And the the Best Names are the key to
the sending down: “Say, ‘Invoke ‘‘Allah’’ or invoke ‘‘the All-beneficent.”
Whichever [of His Names] you may invoke, to Him belong the Best Names.” Using
the descriptive- analytical method, this article aims to answer this question: How are
the multiplicities of multiple worlds sent down from the treasures of the unseen
without His containing any kind of multiplicity? According to Ibn Arabi, God's
essence is an absolute existence that has no manifestation. All perfections are
integrated in the divine essence. The first manifestation of the essence of the
Almighty God is the knowledge of the truth in its own essence, referred to as the
first determination. The next level of manifestation of the divine essence in the
station of essence is for essence with all the details of fixed names and essences,
referred to as second determination. Divine names and fixed essences are manifested
in the divine essence, and finally, these essences are realized with the most sacred
effusion outside and form the process of the sending down of the levels of existence
from the world of intellects with all its concomitances, the imaginal world and the
world of nature with all its length and breadth.
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Methods:

The present research, using a descriptive-analytical method, aims to trace the interpretations of Saadiyeh Sheikh
regarding the verses related to women

Saadiyeh Sheikh, as one of the Muslim feminists, has been influenced by the methodological thoughts of Fazlur
Rahman and Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi in her feminist readings of verses related to women. She believes, drawing from
Fazlur Rahman’s theories that the principles of the Quran should align with contemporary conditions. Accordingly,
she emphasizes the importance of the historical context of the verses and argues that the Quran should be interpreted
considering the circumstances at the time of revelation. From this perspective, Saadiyeh Sheikh considers traditional
interpretations of verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa regarding "daraba" (striking) and "qawwamah" (guardianship) as
contradictory to the theory of monotheism, believing that women's obedience to men signifies a contradiction with
God's sovereignty.

Critics of Saadiyeh Sheikh argue that her reasoning has flaws; women's obedience to men is not in opposition to
obedience to God and can be interpreted differently. Furthermore, the Quran emphasizes obedience to other authorities,
such as the Prophet and parents, which reflects the absolute authority of God. Saadiyeh Sheikh has also accepted the
mystical ideas of Ibn Arabi, who emphasizes the equality of women and men in an ontological sense and acknowledges
the spiritual potentials of women. Ibn Arabi believes that men and women are equal in humanity, and women can attain
the highest spiritual ranks. He even mentions the superiority of women in certain instances. Based on Ibn Arabi's
theories, Saadiyeh Sheikh asserts that the value of women's testimony in court depends on their experience and
knowledge, and the number of witnesses can vary.

Results:

This article examines the influence of the thoughts of Fazlur Rahman and Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi on Saadiyeh Sheikh
and the evolution of her views. In the first stage, Saadiyeh Sheikh, influenced by Fazlur Rahman’s hermeneutical
method, considers the interpretation of the Quran to be affected by patriarchal perspectives and the historical and
cultural context. Fazlur Rahman proposes a two-step method for interpreting the Quran, which first focuses on the text
and historical conditions of the verses and then expands these meanings to contemporary contexts. Using this method,
Saadiyeh Sheikh interprets verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa, asserting that traditional interpretations of this verse may
conflict with the theories of monotheism and gender equality.

Following this stage, she, influenced by the teachings of Ibn Arabi and feminist hermeneutics, reinterprets verse 282
of Surah Al-Bagarah regarding women's testimony, rejecting the equality of the testimony of two women to that of
one man in all cases. She believes that the value of women's testimony depends on their experience and knowledge,
and that the number of witnesses can vary based on the circumstances of the time.

Conclusions:

The analysis of Saadiyeh Sheikh's views shows that she, influenced by various theories, seeks to redefine the status of
women in Islam and attempts to challenge traditional perspectives through a feminist reading. However, her opinions
also face criticisms based on religious and historical foundations.
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