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Objective: The current research has examined and compared the similarities and
differences between the two famous and popular epic characters Karna in the
mahabharata and Sohrab in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. In various fields, Sohrab is
similar to one of the heroic characters of the Mahabharata named Karna. Karneh and
Sohrab are considered symbols of courage, faith and outstanding ethics. Their story
reveals the identity and complexities of father-child relationships. This article was
written using the comparative method with the aim of finding the similarities and
differences between Karneh and Sohrab. The findings of the research show that both
of the mentioned characters face the same life path and heroic and tragic
characteristics. For example, both of them have unique valor and bravery in the war,
they live far from their father after birth, their father's identity remains hidden from
them, they have a sign and gift from their father, they struggle to find their true
identity and place. Unknowingly, they die at the hands of their loved ones and
ultimately fate sets a tragic fate for them. It can be said that such similarities arise
from the common roots of the culture and civilization of India and Iran and their
common ethnic and racial background. In addition to this, cultural and literary
exchanges between Iran and India have led to the formation of patterns, role-playing
and common cultural concepts between these texts, Karna and Sohrab, are examples
of these common concepts.
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Methods:

This study employs a comparative analysis to explore the similarities and differences between Karna in the
Mahabharata and Sohrab in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.

Results:

The findings indicate significant parallels between the two characters. Both Karna and Sohrab experience similar life
trajectories: separated from their fathers, struggling with hidden identities and meeting their fate in tragic battles against
loved ones. Their heroic qualities and doomed fates underscore common cultural themes such as the tension between
individual desires and predetermined destiny. Additionally the use of paternal tokens in both epics symbolizes their
connection to their lost heritage.

Conclusions:

The study concludes that the similarities between Karna and Sohrab highlight not only shared cultural narratives but
also universal themes of heroism and tragedy. The parallels in their lives suggest a deep rooted connection between
the Indo Iranian literary traditions. Furthermore, these characters embody the archetype of the tragic hero,
demonstrating the timeless nature of their struggles and fates across different cultures.
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