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Vedanta school is one of the six philosophical schools of India. The teachings of this
school are based on the interpretation of the Upanishads and their sutras known as
"Brahma Sutra" or "Vedante Sutra" by five Indian philosophers and sages named
Shankara, Ramanuja, Madhava, Nimbarke and Vallabh. Although the basis of the
interpretation of these philosophers is the same, their views on the concepts of God,
the world, the soul, knowledge and salvation are different from each other; This
article examines the views of these five philosophers with a comparative method and
has come to the conclusion that their views range from the unity of existence to the
plurality of existence and unlike Shankara, whose views are idealistic and consider
the world as Maya (illusion). And it is believed that Atman is the same as Brahman,
but other philosophers are inclined to realism and consider the world and spirits to
be a relative reality distinct from Brahman. Also, unlike Shankara, who considers
knowledge to be the way of salvation, other philosophers also consider bhakti
(sincere worship) as a means of salvation; At the same time, according to all of them,
reason does not have much place and holy texts are the main source of knowledge.
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Introduction

The word "Vedante" is composed of two parts "Veda" meaning knowledge and "Ante" meaning the end, and it means
the end or the destination of the Vedas, and in fact it expresses the perfection and peak of Vedic thought that is reflected
in the Upanishads (Dandekar, 1987)., 15:207). Vedanta school is one of the six philosophical schools of India. This
school deals with extrasensory issues and does not consider sensations worthy of study (Dharmdeon, 1999:26).
Historically, three periods can be mentioned in the development and evolution of the Vedanta school:

The first period - This period, which began with the appearance of the Upanishads in the sixth century BC, is called
the period of creation of Vedanta. Of course, writing Upanishads is a tradition in India and it still continues
(Lipner,1999:38). There are thirteen Upanishads that are mainly the basis of the Vedanta school, which are: "Isha",
"Kane", "Prishna", "Mondke", "Mandkye", "Chandogye", "Brihadarnike", "Itrie", "Shutashotre", "Keoshitki" and
"Maitraini".

There are two different views in the Upanishads: one is that Brahman is one with the individual soul and the world,
and the other is that they are distinct from each other. In this way, despite the teaching of the unity of existence in the
Upanishads, pluralism has often been considered in it (Garbe, 1968, 15: 597). Based on this, the field of different
interpretations has been created in them, and the five schools of Vedanta A kind of product of this approach is the
Upanishads.

The second period - In this period, the teachings of the Upanishads are tried to become systematic and coordinated. A
person named Badraina summarizes the Upanishads in 550 sutras and aphorisms in the book Brahma Sutra or Vedanta
Sutra (Dasgupta, 1968, 1: 421). These sutras were brief and cryptic phrases that were written to be committed to the
memory of the seekers and sometimes they were so complicated and ambiguous and of course very profound and deep
that even in the author's time they needed explanation and interpretation.

Third Period - In this period, the Brahma Sutra was explained and interpreted by the five schools of Vedanta. Of course,
before these schools, the first interpretation was made by a person named "Gode Padeh" (770 AD). He wrote a
commentary on the Mandukya Upanishad, which is known as "Karika". In this treatise, he combined the negative logic
of the Madhimike Buddhist school, which states that there is no fixed essence, with the Atman theory of the Upanishads
(Shaygan, 1375, 2, p. 177). He even considers the identifier as unreal as the object of identification. Shankara was
influenced by him in his views (Dandekar, 15: 208).

Methods

In this article, we will compare the views of five Vedantic schools on the issues of God, the world, the soul, knowledge
and salvation, and in each part, we will present the views of Shankara, Ramanuja, Medveh, Nimbarakeh and Vallabh
in order. We will examine the comparison. The main question of this article is that although the Upanishads are the
basis of the interpretation of these five philosophers, what similarities and differences do their views have? The authors'
hypothesis is that although there are differences in their views on theology, cosmology, psychology, epistemology and
salvation, they are all in the structure of Indian religions and have basic similarities.

Conclusions

In this article, the viewpoints of five philosophers and sages of the Vedanta school about theology, cosmology,
psychology, epistemology and salvation are examined in a comparative manner. In the field of theology, Shankara
believes that the absolute truth is only Brahman and that Atman is the same as Brahman and that the world is Maya
and illusion, but other philosophers consider Maya as the creative power of Brahman and consider the world as reality;
So that Ramanuja accepts the reality of the world and considers it to be the body of God; Medveh considers Lord
Vishnu as having no material form but giving existence to the spiritual world; Nimbarkeh believes that Brahman
permeates the entire world and rules it from within, and spirits are not different from Brahman even though they are
different. Vallabha considers the world to be the metamorphosis of Brahman, but at the same time he believes that
Brahman is not affected by anything like Maya. In the field of cosmology, Shankara believes that there is no change
in the course of creation, but in the view of other philosophers, there is a change in the course of creation. So that in
the opinion of Ramanuja, in the process of creation, the subtle and invisible qualities of Brahman find material and
physical form; Medveh believes that the creation of the world takes place with the creative power of God (Maya);
Nemmbarke considers creation to be God's entertainment; Vallabha also considers the world to be God's pastime and
believes that the world originates from the pure existence of Brahman and not from Maya or the body and power of
Brahman. In the field of psychology, Shankara considers Atman (individual soul) to be the same as Brahman, but other
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philosophers accept the plurality of souls. In the field of epistemology, Shankara considers knowledge through access
to Brahman and considers intuition and direct experience as the source of knowledge and does not place much
importance on reason; Other philosophers also do not place much importance on reason and consider the holy texts as
the source of knowledge, however, according to Madwa, knowledge can be achieved with the grace of Vishnu. In the
field of salvation, Shankara considers the study of Upanishads and yoga practices to be effective in achieving true
salvation, which means the union of Atman and Brahman; Ramanuja does not consider the cause of human suffering
to be ignorance, but lack of faith in God, and he believes that true salvation can be achieved through sincere faith
(bhakti); Madwa also considers knowledge as the way to salvation; Although Nimbarke considers true knowledge to
be the way of salvation, but according to him, knowledge is possible with the grace of Krishna; Vallabha also believes
that under the grace of Krishna, both knowledge and bhakti are effective in true salvation.
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