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Abstract

Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah ibn Shihab az-Zuhti is considered
one of the prominent narrators in the history of hadith. Zuhri's mastery over news and
narrations has enabled him to have a maximum impact on subsequent generations. A
study of Zuhti's life and circumstances treveals two different approaches in his
transmission of hadiths and narrations. When it is in his interest to attribute himself to
the original source and reference of the hadith, he presents himself as a loyalist and
follower, despite being reluctantly drawn towards the Umayyads. This tactic has earned
him the praise and admiration of some lovers of the Ahl al-Bayt. However, Zuhri's
proximity and familiarity, resulting from his worldly ambitions on the one hand and the
need of the tyrannical Umayyad rulers for his knowledge on the other, can be considered
one of the turning points of his life. The consequence of such an approach has been the
fabrication of hadiths to strengthen the tyrannical regime and weaken its opponents,
especially the Infallible Household. Zuhti was so successful in this endeavor that he is
credited with being the first compiler of hadith. In this research, which has been
conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, the personality and scientific approach
of Ibn Shihab have been challenged based on the viewpoint of Ayatollah Khamenei.
According to available documents, the lack of soundness in Zuhri's Figahat (inference
from jurisprudential sources), his unreliability as a narrator, and his lack of pioneering
role in the transmission and compilation of hadith have been criticized and analyzed.
Keywords: Muhammad ibn Muslim az-Zuhri, Hadith, Hadith Compilation, Ayatollah
Khamenei, Fiqahat.
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