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Analysis of “Relation” and “Proportion” and their
place in the Avicenna's philosophy
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Ali Arshad Riahi 2

Abstract

In Avicenna's philosophy, non-independent existence is
attributed to Relation, and Proportion shares similar
characteristics. According to Avicenna, Proportion (in a more
general sense) refers to any connection between two things that
results in proportional accidents occurring in reality. However,
in the mind, proportion specifically denotes the connection that
proportional categories necessitate. When this connection is
viewed as a whole, both sides are considered due to the
connection itself, not because of their essence, resulting in
nothing but a relation. However, viewing this connection from
one side involves six proportional categories, and "'proportion,"
in another sense, is ascribed to them. As a result, it is inferred
from these meanings of proportion that in Avicenna's
philosophy, proportion represents a non-independent existence,
as is the case with Relation. The categories rooted in such
proportion necessitate a connection, through which these
categories are conceived in relation to others. Such an existence
gives rise to relative concepts like Proportion and Copulative,
which are regarded as instances of relation and can be termed
as existential relations in contrast to relations of quiddity.
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