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Sufi Masters and the Governors: a Probe into Mulla Ali Nour Ali shah
Gunabadi’s Social and Political Views and Demeanour
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Abstract

One of the significant issues in the history of Sufism is the study of Sufi masters’
manner to the governors. In the present survey, the researcher has explained some of
the views on this topic and has mentioned to some important Sufi’s political and
social movements and the Sufi masters’ reaction as the critics of the oppressors.
Since Ne’matollaht Sufi Order is one of the deep-rooted Sufi orders, investigation
into their spiritual masters’ social and political conduct and views could lead to an
accurate conception of the present issue. Thus, for the first time, the present study
has investigated the views and behavior of Hajj Mulla Mulla Ali Nour Ali shah
Gunabadi (A.D.1867-1918), one of the great Sufi masters of Ne'matollaht Sufi order
in Qajar dynasty. The reaction of Nour Ali shah against the governors and politicians
such as giving advices and writing some criticisms has discussed. Afterwards, the
author dealt with some other sufis’ political and social attitude such as Hajj Mulla
Sultan Muhammad Sultan Ali Shah Beidokhti (A.D.1835-1909) who was Nour Ali
shah’s father and Sufi predecessor. The result of the present paper showed that Nour
Ali shah’s endeavor to fulfil the Sufi commands was not a barrier to his attendance
in the society, thus he was a social advisor to the Qajar governors’ actions and he
tried to reform their affairs. This research is a library one, utilizing the descriptive
analytical method.

Keyword: Sufism, Criticize the governors, Nour Ali shah, Sultan Ali shah, Qajar
dynasty.
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