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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine repentance from the perspective of Islamic
Sufism as one of the most important and influential doctrines of mysticism and
Sufism, with which the path to God begins in all mystical series and methods. In
this documentary study, the concept of repentance in mystical prose texts was first
examined, and then the sentences containing the word repentance were extracted
and analyzed. Repentance for sin and the decision to forsake and atone for it is one
of the most important conditions for the accuracy and acceptance of repentance in
religious and mystical texts. Although repentance is of special importance to the
commentators of the Qur'an and the religious scholars, the mystics have also paid
special attention to it. On the other hand, depending on the two categories of divine
attributes (attributes of glory and divine beauty), two types of mystical ideology
can be distinguished: devotional Sufism, which is based on the mystic's
preoccupation with the glorious attributes of truth, and romantic mysticism, which
is more concerned with the attributes of divine beauty. Each of these two mystical
views has offered different definitions and interpretations of repentance. Weeping,
fear of God's punishment and forgetting the sin for the rest of one's life are
expressions of repentance in devotional Sufism. In contrast, in romantic mysticism,
God's love for the repentant, divine mercy and forgiveness are reflections of
repentance. The results show that in these texts we encounter a third part of
repentance which, although it seems to be a manifestation of romantic repentance,
should be presented on a higher level than devotional and romantic repentance. In
this regard, we are dealing with a new definition of repentance expressed in the
words of great transmitters such as Rabia Adavieh, Abu al-Hassan Nouri, and
Ahmad ibn Rowaim, which is equivalent to repentance for proving one's existence
to the absolute existence of God. As long as this repentance does not take place, all
kinds of repentance are not only ineffective, but can they become a veil of
knowledge for the seeker.
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