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Abstract

Mustafa Kemal Atatirk (1923-1938) and Reza Shah (1921-1941) started the modernization
program in Turkey and Iran almost simultaneously. Despite the historical similarities in the field
of corrective measures of both personalities, the process above brought different results in the two
countries. Compared to Reza Shah, Mustafa Kamal faced more success, and the mobilization of
the opposition was less widespread. The present study seeks to answer the question of compared
to the simultaneous modernization project of Reza Shah and Atatlrk, why Mustafa Kamal was
more successful in institutionalizing reforms? It seems that the difference in the Approach of Reza
Shah and Atatirk has been influential in the success/failure of modernization results. Based on the
research findings, Atatlrk was able to implement his plans by adopting the Fabian approach
(branch by branch and gradual and striking method within the Fabian strategy) in the context and
historical background of Turkish society. On the other hand, without considering the historical
and social situation of Iran's society at the time, Reza Shah Pahlavi could not provide the
infrastructure and power to support his policies with simultaneous and radical plans. In this article,
we will briefly answer the research question by addressing the historical background of the
reforms in the two countries and using a qualitative and comparative analytical-historical-
comparative method.
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7 Infrastructural strength

18 “Free of clerical influence, nomadic uprisings, and ethnic differences, containing European-style educational institutions,
Westernized women active outside the home, and modern economic structures with state factories, communication networks,
investment banks
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