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Analysis of Architectural Changes in Schools during
the Late Qajar Period and the First Pahlavi Era Case
Studies of Schools in Gilan”

Nafiseh Ashouri Nalkiyashari™ Niloufar Malek™”

Abstract

The issue of education in Iran has a long history, and schools constitute an important
part of the country’s historical buildings. The transition from the Qajar dynasty to the
First Pahlavi era is significant not only because of the end and beginning of two important
royal dynasties but also due to fundamental transformations in various political, economic,
social, and cultural dimensions, which in turn influenced architectural and urban
development. Following these changes, Gilan, like other regions of Iran, experienced
numerous transformations during these periods, and as a result, the architecture of its
schools was also affected. Today, understanding the architectural transformations of
buildings across different periods is one of the most important needs in architectural
studies, as the proper study and education of past architecture provide the opportunity to
correct mistakes in contemporary architecture. The aim of this research is to analyze the
architectural changes in schools in Gilan during the late Qajar period and the First Pahlavi
era, seeking to answer the question of how the architectural changes in Gilan’s schools
occurred during these times. Additionally, what factors influenced the architectural changes
in Gilan’s schools during this period, and what social changes took place? Therefore,
using a descriptive-analytical method and based on field and library studies, this research
examines the schools of Gilan (including: Shahid Madani and Shahid Marhaba schools
in Astara, Shahid Beheshti (Shahpour), 17 Shahrivar (Forough), and Maryam schools
in Rasht, and Sharaf (Mahdokht) school in Bandar Anzali) during the time frame of the
Qajar and First Pahlavi periods. Understanding the spatial characteristics of the schools
revealed that alongside the advancement of the educational system during this period,
new spaces were created in schools that were unprecedented before, corresponding to new
educational functions. In order to reflect the influence of contemporary Western ideas, the
new schools in Gilan during this period were generally built in a European style.
Keywords: School, Qajar period, First Pahlavi era, Gilan, architecture.
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