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Analysis of Museum as an Institution in Relation to Nationalism
Discourse in the Pahlavi Period based on the Opinions of Laclau and
Mouffe: A Case study of Museum of Ancient Iran, Carpet Museum of Iran, and
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art

Neda kiani Ejgerdi* Zeinab Saber™ Sajjad Baghban Maher™

Abstract

Museum as a multi-faceted and multi-functional institution, has a social and cultural
concept at the community level, which is related to power, ideology and dominant
discourses. Meanwhile, nationalism is one of the main discourses that can fully encompass
the museum institution and show how museums are used to serve it. Based on this, the
establishment and transformation of museums can be examined according to the ideology
of the Pahlavi government in the construction of national identity and as a representation
of political-cultural changes at a critical stage of Iranian society. Therefore, in the current
study, in order to analyze the relationship between the museum institution and the
discourse of nationalism in the Pahlavi period, three museums including: “Museum of
Ancient Iran, Carpet Museum of Iran, and Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art” have
been studied. The main question is: What effect did the evolution of nationalism discourse
have on museum as an institution in Iran during the Pahlavi period? The qualitative
research approach and discourse analysis method have been used with an emphasis on
the theory of Laclau and Mouffe. The data was collected qualitatively through library
research. Sampling was conducted purposefully and with a “type” strategy (in the case
of Iranian museums). The purpose of case sampling is to select obvious examples and
average cases of the subject and phenomenon to provide a detailed description of it.
As a result, different articulations of nationalism discourse in the first Pahlavi period
under the central sign of archaism and the second Pahlavi period with the central sign of
originalism, back to yourself can be seen in various dimensions and discourse acts such as
naming, architecture, urban location, and the collections exhibited in the museums. The
museum institution, as a government symbol, was involved in the discourse, which has
deeply determined its details; Therefore, museums have had a discourse function and a
special relationship with discourse.

Keywords: Pahlavi Nationalism, Laclau and Mouffe, Museum of Ancient Iran, Carpet
Museum of Iran, Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art
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