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Future studies have attracted the attention of domestic researchers since
about a decade ago. This knowledge has not yet been properly
institutionalized in the country due to the lack of deepening it in the layers
of policy-making, planning, and regulation and the lack of the necessary
intellectual and cultural infrastructure, unlike developed countries, its
importance and necessity have not been realized. This research aims to
review lranian researchers' studies and identify future studies' indicators.
In terms of the type and nature of this research, it is qualitative. It is
descriptive and analytical research and has been carried out with a meta-
study approach. In this approach, domestic studies and research were first
reviewed and 66 final articles were selected. After that, these sources and
research were analyzed to select appropriate information. The main
information of the texts is extracted in the form of coding and combined
with the qualitative findings. Finally, using the extracted codes, the
framework of urban future studies is presented. In this framework, four
main approaches are identified. A process approach and participatory
approach seek to increase the participation and cooperation of
stakeholders and advocacies. The holistic and long-term approach seeks
to create flexible, resilient, and more practical programs and produce
knowledge in the long-term and medium-term programs. A
comprehensive and flexible decision-making and planning approach is
based on detailed knowledge and analysis of the planning environment.
Finally, the approach of preparation for possible futures is based on
understanding possible futures and better preparation to face the future.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Future research can be considered a part of the
planning process to achieve the desired future,
which paves the way for development and
progress by using scientific processes and
calculating the requirements of the new world.
In this direction, future research is the process of
a systematic effort to look at the long-term future
of cities in various fields of science, technology,
environment, economy, and society, aiming to
identify emerging general technologies and
strengthen the fields of development. Cities have
vital importance to local and global futures.
However, no single or simple formula exists to
achieve a balanced and sustainable city. Most
changes with the aim of a sustainable city
require long-term planning. Where future
studies can present a basis for inspiration in
discussion and decision-making processes. The
lack of ability to predict the future and the
complexities caused studies to take advantage of
the capabilities of the emerging knowledge of
futurism and bring the future into the heart of
planning activities and predicting scientific and
technological developments. Today, this
approach has presented with more reliance on
intuition, participation, and adaptability. This
process develops successful solutions and
ensures that those solutions are embedded in the
community so that they have a greater chance of
being implemented. It also enables the
development of visions for urban futures by
bringing together the networking of key
stakeholders and knowledge sources. Future
studies have attracted the attention of domestic
researchers for about a decade. This knowledge
has not yet been properly institutionalized in the
country due to the lack of deepening it in the
layers of policy-making, planning, and
regulation and the lack of the necessary
intellectual and cultural infrastructure, unlike
developed countries, its importance and
necessity have not been realized. In this regard,
the current research aims to systematically
review the domestic studies and present urban
future study framework. In order to identify the
important and challenging factors in the field of

future study, the current study tries to answer the
following two questions:

*What are the content and structure of domestic
research in the field of future study and what is
their status?

* What are the theoretical framework and factors
affecting future research?

Methodology

In terms of the type and nature of this research,
it is qualitative. It is descriptive and analytical
research and has been carried out with a meta-
study approach. The variety of research in Iran
causes different challenges like lack of integrity
in their methodology. to improve this situation,
a meta-study approach is used in this research.
In order to systematically review the structure
and content of articles on various topics, 66
articles (from 2011 to 2023) were collected by
searching in domestic databases as well as the
Google search engine and Google Scholar and
using keywords such as future studies, foresight,
etc.

Results and Discussion

The current research has used the meta-study
approach to provide a future study framework.
This research has provided the factors for future
study by answering the questions .

What are the content and structure of domestic
research in the field of future studies and what is
their status? According to the analysis done in
the structural section, more research has been
published in the field of geography and urban
planning and in the humanities department. Due
to the increasing importance of attention to
future studies in projects and research, it is
acceptable to pay attention to the theoretical
background. However, most of the research does
not have good-quality theoretical backgrounds.
Very limited studies have looked at this issue
with a developmental and fundamental purpose.
Most of the research uses different quantitative,
qualitative, and mixed methods and in this case,
a suitable diversity can be seen in the sources. In
general, it can be said that there has been a
significant increase in research, especially in
recent years, in the field of future studies, which
has been accompanied by an increase in the
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quality of research. However, it is essential to
pay more attention to this issue and put it on the
agenda in urban management .

What are the theoretical framework and factors
of future studies? According to the
investigations in the structural section, the status
of the articles has been improving. In recent
years, attention to the normative paradigm of
future studies has increased in the content
sections, which has shown the importance of
human resources and attention to other resources
as well. However, in approaches and levels used
in future studies, most of the studies remain at
the initial levels and are limited to the problem-
oriented level and have mostly used descriptive-
analytical approaches. Therefore, the need to
pay deep attention to higher levels and pay
attention to issues from critical and collaborative
perspectives use different quantitative and
gualitative methods and pay attention to two
paradigms, normative and exploratory, and
combining them with each other is more
important than ever. According to the studies
done, the future research framework can be
presented by using the two main topics
investigated in the research (dimensions and
components of future study and paradigms).

Conclusion

Future study is a dynamic and changing field
that can be used in many research and projects
due to its nature. The current research has used
the Meta-study approach to provide a future
research framework. In this framework, four
main approaches have been identified. A process
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