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Abstract:

According to Nagel, from a subjective (internal) point of view, life is
unavoidably unquestionable and serious, and from an objective
(external) point of view, it is doubtful, unjustifiable, arbitrary,
random and non-serious. The futility of life does not mean that life
has no value and importance, no role or function is envisioned for it,
or it lacks any purpose and goal, but it means that, incidentally, from
a mental point of view, life is the most valuable and It is the most
important thing there is, but the main issue is that whatever meaning
we discover or fabricate for life, that meaning is, from an eternal
perspective, arbitrary. Therefore, life is futile, not because, from the
perspective of a distant future, it is insignificant or compared to the
universe, it is nothing more than a particle and a tail, and it is not
related to death, it is destroyed, and it is not eternal. Rather, even if
man fills the entire space and time and has eternal life and continues
to live eternally next to God as the ultimate goal, the problem remains
unsolved, that is, man can Look at your own life and God's life from
the perspective of eternity. The present article aims to criticize the key
components of Nagel's point of view, i.e., the inevitability of doubt,
the inexcusability of life, the irrefutability of the above argument, and
the preference of an objective point of view over a subjective point of
view.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT:

The question of the meaning of life, until the modern era, was not a question that
needed an answer, because life was full of meaning. From the Renaissance onwards and
especially in the contemporary era, man, life and the meaning of life became the focus of
philosophical and scientific attention. In the modern era, the question of the meaning of
life was pointless for some thinkers such as Spinoza, Nietzsche, and Freud, for various
reasons. But some philosophers, from another point of view, considered the question of
the meaning of life to be pointless. In the semantics of some analytic philosophers,
members of the Vienna circle and logical positivists, the meaning of a word is an
ostensive definition that can be experienced. Therefore, only the concepts of natural
sciences and propositions consisting of these concepts are meaningful, and the rest of
concepts and propositions such as metaphysical, philosophical, religious, mystical,
ethical, aesthetic, pseudo-concepts and pseudo-propositions. There are some things that
do not have the same meaning as the signified, they do not have the dignity of narration
(illustrative) and therefore are meaningless, frivolous and rather nonsense (Gibberish),
although according to Wittgenstein I, this category of matters is "important frivolity".
are First, Wittgenstein mentions these issues under the title of mystery and riddle, and
he does not consider such issues as questions that must be solved, but rather as
problems or pseudo-problems that must be dissolved.

But for Nagel, problems and difficulties about freedom, knowledge, and the meaning of
life do not arise from mistakes about the operations of thought or language, and there is
no hope of achieving a Kantian or Wittgensteinian purity except from certain tempting
missteps in Avoid using language or reason (Nagel, 1986, 4). Now, assuming that A -
the meaning of life combination is meaningful. B- The question of the meaning of life
should be a well-constructed question and not a so-called pseudo-question, and c- In
order to answer this question, one should ask what Nagel means by "meaning", "life"
and "the meaning of life"? Nagel's theory is a type of nihilism that is included under the
meaningless theories of life. This article seeks to present a different approach to the
meaning of life according to Nagel and her criticism. According to futility, life is
meaningless because it is futile and unreasonable. Most of the above-mentioned articles
have presented a post-apocalyptic reading of Nagel. But the approach of this article is an
absurdist reading of Nagel and his criticism from this point of view. Another important
and innovative point in this article is that we have reviewed Nagel from the point of
view of four contemporary philosophers (Steven Looper, Duncan Pritchard, Joel
Feinberg, Stephen O'Connor).

Conclusion: The meaning of life is important, because everyone's life is the most
valuable thing for him. But Nagel tells us that life is meaningful and important only
from an internal point of view, but from an external point of view, it is questionable,
unjustifiable, unnecessary, accidental and non-serious. There is no reason why we exist
and our birth, life and death have no reason, no direction, no purpose and no end.
Therefore, on the one hand, we cannot not take life seriously, and on the other hand, we
cannot take life seriously, and this is futility, that is, the inability to not take life seriously
on the one hand, and the inability to take life seriously on the other hand. During this
research, citing the critics, we criticized the dubiousness and unjustifiability of life and
the irrefutability of reasoning. Steven Looper criticized the inevitability of futility, but he
was not successful, because the possibility Skepticism is undeniable. O'Connor's
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criticism was that not all people experience doubt, but in response to O'Connor, it can be
said that the fact that many people do not experience doubt does not rule out the
possibility of doubt. Pritchard's criticism was that doubt is an epistemological matter,
while the meaning of life is a metaphysical matter, and here there is a confusion
between an epistemological and a metaphysical matter. But in Pritchard's answer, it can
be said that Pritchard's critique is relevant to existential nihilism, but not to Nagel's
epistemological absurdism. Nagel's critics have mainly questioned the inevitable
element of doubt from an objective point of view, but they have neglected several
points. 1- What is the contribution of each of the subjective and objective views? And
which of the views is preferred? Because if the subjective point of view has priority over
the objective point of view, there is no need to worry anymore, and objective doubts can
be overcome. But if it is the other way around, i.e. the objective point of view has
priority over the subjective point of view, then we will seriously face nihilism. 2- Is the
futility of life a mere epistemological situation like epistemological skepticism that leads
to an existential situation? Or on the contrary, it is an existential situation that shows
itself in the form of doubt. Because, in epistemological skepticism, the possibility of
knowledge or the existence of the external world belongs to our doubt, but in the futility
of life, our doubt belongs to life itself, and the value and importance of life is a place of
doubt. 3- Is the feeling of futility caused by self-awareness and the ability to overcome
oneself, or is the ability to overcome oneself due to the feeling of finite existence?
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