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Abstract:

Paul Helm believes that there are good reasons that divine omniscience
- which includes the future - with human freedom understood in an
incompatibilist sense is logically inconsistent. But this tension should
not lead us to a reduced theory of divine foreknowledge, just as it
should not negate human freedom and responsibility. Helm has argued
that a Christian theist may accept a compatibilist sense of human
freedom; first, the Christian doctrine of "God's grace" is compatible
only with the compatibilist version of human freedom. Second because
God is omniscient, it must be omniscient in a strong sense, and this is
the case only if compatibilism is true. We will say that Helm's first
arqument will lead to the denial of some other accepted doctrines of
religions, including Christianity, and his second argument falls into
affirming the consequences. But Helm's third reason is that
necessarily, if God knows x in advance (which He does), then x will
necessarily occur. To avoid problems, he emphasizes that what he
means by "necessity" is a historical and not logical necessity. But this
argument only works when we accept that God is in time. Therefore,
those who consider divine knowledge timeless can claim that all events
exist in the divine mind in a necessary way and His knowledge is not
necessary because it is in the past. It seems that Helm himself also
accepts this problem.
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Extended Abstract:

Introduction: If divine omniscience (which includes the future) and human free will (in
the compatibilist sense) are inconsistent, as Helm suggests, there are two possible
outcomes. (P1) One is to accept a modified and reduced account of the divine
omniscience. (P2) The other is to accept that human agents are never responsible for
what they do. According to Paul Helm, neither of these two options is attractive to a
Christian theist. He proposes a third option, which he calls the Augustinian view, and in
his opinion, it is the best option for Christian theologians: (P3) accepting a compatibilist
sense of human freedom. Helm presents three arguments in support of this view, which
he considers to be cumulative. This article will present the arguments and assumptions
put forth by Helm, followed by a critique of these arguments and assumptions.

Helm's arguments: In his first argument, Helm advances a special understanding of
"Divine grace." He maintains that Augustine's understanding of God's grace is
consistent only with the compatibilist version of human freedom.

1-a) According to the incompatibilist sense of human freedom, divine grace is causally
necessary but not sufficient for human salvation.

1-b) According to the biblical witness, divine grace is causally sufficient for human
salvation.

1-c) According to the biblical witness, human beings are free.

1-d) A meaning of freedom that is consistent with the sense of the biblical witness
regarding grace is the compatibilist meaning of freedom.

Helm expresses his second argument based on the doctrine of divine perfection. God is
the most perfect being conceivable, and since the most perfect being cannot be the most
perfect without omniscience, therefore, He must have omniscience (in a strong sense).
The strong sense of omniscience can be attributed to God when compatibilism is true.
2-a) The accepted and acceptable theological view about divine knowledge is that God
foreknows his creatures' freely willed actions.

2-b) If compatibilism is true, God can foreknow his creatures' freely willed actions.

2-c) Compatibilism is true.

In the third argument, Helm emphasizes the logical incompatibility of divine
omniscience and human incompatibilist freedom. If God foreknows x, then x will
happen. God foreknows x. Therefore, x will necessarily happen. According to Helm, the
necessity of divine knowledge is historical or accidental (accidental here means
conditional), not logical.

3-a) Necessarily, if foreknows x, then x will occur.

3-b) God foreknows x.

3-c) Therefore, x will necessarily happen.

Conclusion: This article examines Helm's claim that divine foreknowledge and
compatibilist freedom are compatible. He presents three arguments in support of this
view and believes that collectively, they provide a compelling argument for the
compatibility of human free will and divine foreknowledge. In the initial phase of his
argument, Helm demonstrates that only the compatibilist interpretation of human
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freedom is logically consistent with divine efficacious grace. In the subsequent phase, he
considers the most plausible interpretation of divine omniscience as an account that is
strong and asserts that this account is only consistent with the compatibilist sense of
human freedom. Finally, he emphasizes the logical inconsistency of incompatibilist
freedom and divine foreknowledge.
Helm's first argument is beset by two significant challenges. Primarily, it is based on a
specific interpretation of salvation that diverges from the tenets of numerous religious
traditions, including Christianity. Secondly, this argument conflates the concepts of
"cause" and "condition." While divine grace is a prerequisite for salvation, it is not a
sufficient cause for it. In addition to the fallacy of affirming the consequent, Helm's
second argument also faces the problem that if divine foreknowledge is subsequent to
God's decree, attributing strong omniscience to God is inconsistent with his goodness.
The assumption of Helm's third argument is that God is in time, and his argument will
not work for those who do not accept this assumption. Moreover, if the distinction
between soft facts and hard facts is a valid one, Helm's argument will face problems.
divine knowledge is a soft fact, then divine knowledge will not only not be necessary,
but will be considered a possibility in relation to human actions in the future. It is clear
that this conclusion is at odds with Helm's third argument that divine knowledge (in the
strong sense) is incompatible with libertarianism.
It is also necessary to mention that, despite Helm's assertion that her perspective is
informed by Augustinian-Calvinist thought and that he has adopted key elements of his
perspective from these two Christian texts, not all scholars concur with this statement.
For instance, Hunt (2001, p. 197) notes that neither Augustine nor Calvin claims that
divine foreknowledge leads to the decline of compatibilist agency. Hasker also
understands Calvinism as "everything that happens, with no exceptions is
efficaciously determined by God in accordance with his eternal decrees". We have seen
that Hunt cannot accept this reading by distinguishing between "divine causality" and
"divine permission."
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