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Abstract

Generational studies have experienced significant growth in Iran over the
past three decades, evolving into a recognizable research program or par-
adigm. Research paradigms, while illuminating certain aspects of reality,
also obscure others by virtue of their inherent assumptions and methodol-
ogies. This article employs a meta-analysis of existing generational studies
in Iran to identify their blind spots and implicit biases. Our findings indi-
cate that these studies are largely grounded in a traditional-modern binary
framework, often driven by the political climate following the 1997 Iranian
presidential election. These studies typically position generations statically
at opposite ends of this binary, emphasizing conflict and divergence. A stat-
ic view of generations, coupled with a neglect of internal diversity, is a re-
curring theme. Consequently, generational studies necessitate a fundamen-
tal overhaul to foster a dynamic and nuanced understanding of generations
that accounts for intra-generational diversity. Such a shift would enable a
more creative and dynamic conceptualization of Iranian culture.
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

The issue of culture is an inseparable part of thinking in the social sciences,
and today this concept broadly refers to patterns of life and thought. The con-
cept of culture is typically delineated and analyzed through the lens of sub-
sidiary categories such as gender, lifestyle, religiosity, generation, and so on.
For this reason, rethinking these subsidiary categories alongside the central
category of culture is part of the prevalent tradition of reflection and theoriza-
tion about them, allowing us to reconsider the image and understanding they
convey about culture. This article will examine the concept of generation and
generational studies in Iran as a lens for understanding Iranian society and
the tradition of social sciences in Iran. Since the 1990s, generational studies
in Iran have gained increasing importance, resulting in numerous books, arti-
cles, and projects in this field. However, the key question is what topics these
studies have highlighted and, more importantly, which aspects they have mar-
ginalized or overlooked regarding our understanding of culture. This article
will address generational studies in Iran and the neglected areas within these
studies.

2. Methodology

Meta-analysis falls under the category of systematic reviews; therefore, even
though the studies conducted in a specific area may be scattered and unsys-
tematic, meta-analysis is capable of organizing and rendering them meaning-
ful. From this perspective, meta-analysis serves as a method for re-evaluating
existing research practices and examining the impact of these practices on
researchers’ understanding, as well as on their results and findings, ultimately
influencing the formulation of topics within the scientific domain. Based on
the outcomes derived from these reviews concerning a particular topic, it
paves the way for the development of new theories and empirical models.
Since the results of previous studies often do not align with each other, me-
ta-analysis assists us in extracting dimensions of understanding regarding the
subject in existing studies, as well as identifying overlooked areas.

3. Findings

Generational studies in Iran were initiated and expanded due to the sensi-
tivity of the political system regarding the changes occurring within society
especially young generation in 1990s—changes that were significant enough
to be acknowledged. These changes, largely driven by the youth, provided
a platform for development and influence during the reformist movement

92


https://jspi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3759-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jspi.khu.ac.ir on 2024-12-07 ]

The Problem of Generation; Generational Studies...

of Khordad 2, 1376 (May 23, 1997). Consequently, substantial material and
supportive resources were directed by state and academic institutions towards
understanding this issue and formulating policies accordingly. In other words,
generational studies were perceived as a governance issue rather than a matter
of civil society. The central problematic of these studies revolved around the
changes in the new generation compared to the previous one and the criteria
associated with it—changes that were often deemed undesirable in terms of
religious and political values, as well as lifestyle. These studies either aimed
to provide a typology, analysis, and interpretation of various forms of change,
ranging from consensus to conflict and contradiction, or they sought to refine
the concept of generation within the context of Iranian society in their field of
study, thereby expanding this area of research. As such, all studies were based
on comparisons between two or three generations of the examined communi-
ty members, analyzing and understanding the changes among them.

In generational studies, the ideological dimensions of such a problematization
are crucial. The emphasis on the undesirability of changes in the new genera-
tion not only frames change as a negative value but also reflects a preference
for stability, continuity, and stagnation within the values and culture of the
previous generation. In other words, the primary driver of negative assess-
ments regarding these changes is not society itself but rather the prevailing
values and standards of the ruling class. From this perspective, the implicit
goal of these studies is to reproduce the position of the dominant class within
Iranian society, which they have represented within their utopian vision of
cultural and value reproduction (hegemony). The stasis of the previous gen-
eration and the change of the new generation, although a key characteristic of
these studies, has its roots in a broader logic and overarching paradigm in the
study of Iranian society: the paradigm of transition or the traditional/modern
dichotomy. Therefore, an implicit assumption in all generational studies in
Iran is this traditional-modern dichotomy. As mentioned, generational studies
are based on the dichotomy of the older, static traditional generation and the
younger, dynamic modern generation, and almost all studies have reproduced
this binary. There exists a deep homogenization regarding the understanding
of social and cultural characteristics within each generation. Consequently,
we observe traits that align with this primary characteristic in existing studies:
1. The generation (both past and present) has not been perceived as diverse
within itself, nor has there been an inquiry into whether there is internal diver-
sity within a generation (that is, within a cohort of over ten million members
in studies from the 1980s and 1990s). Are all members of that generation
uniform based on contextual variables such as gender, class, education, life-
style, etc., without any internal differences or distinctions? 2. Generational
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culture has been viewed as homogeneous and uniform; thus, researchers have
never succeeded in delineating the internal divisions within each generation’s
culture that would demonstrate exactly which aspects align with the previous
culture and to what extent they have changed from it. This homogenization of
generations has also led to a homogenization of their culture.

4. Conclusion

What do generational studies reveal about Iranian culture, and what do they
omit or reject? Panahi and Alavioon (2008) aptly point out that existing stud-
ies on generational issues not only lack clarity but also lead to confusion
among subsequent researchers and result in misinterpretations of the find-
ings by policymakers. This problem stems from the theoretical and method-
ological turmoil inherent in these studies. Given this background, the central
question of this article is how a particular discourse in generational studies
can lead to misunderstandings of society due to its stereotypical assumptions.
In my view, generational studies tend to overlook the cultural and identity
differences of past generations across various social contexts and over time
due to the assumption of generational stability. It is as if these generations are
uniform across different times and places. More importantly, the existing re-
search on generations is problematically centered on differences, particularly
generational changes, and thus discusses continuity and the transmission of
specific cultural elements among generations less frequently. Although some
articles have acknowledged generational similarities, these patterns and sim-
ilar cultural elements are often discussed under the umbrella of intra-genera-
tional similarity, with little emphasis on the continuity and transfer of shared
elements or the successes of the previous generation in socializing specific
aspects of their existing and prior culture into the new generation. As previ-
ously mentioned, there is a lack of attention to the role of the previous gener-
ation in cultural transmission and the cultural upbringing of the new genera-
tion. Rather than providing a clear perspective on Iranian cultural life and its
dynamics, generational studies impose a distorted image on this culture (or
cultures and subcultures of generations).

Keywords: Generation, Generational Culture, Generational Studies, Iran,
Social Sciences.
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