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2023/07/17  Abstract

i Aim: One of the most important indicators in educational policy making and planning is the
Date Accepted: study of educational stakeholders (whether their experience, knowledge, satisfaction, or their
2023/08/29 | needs and interests). The purpose of this research is to evaluate the experience of international

| students studying in the University of Kurdistan

Methodology: This study was conducted with a quantitative and survey approach. The
statistical population of this research includes 536 international students of Kurdistan
University, among whom 112 people were selected as samples. The data were collected using
a researcher-made questionnaire and analyzed in two stages: first, the demographic
information of the sample was reported using descriptive statistics, then to check the normality
of the data distribution, the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was used to compare the averages,
depending on the number of groups, from the tests Independent t test and one-way analysis of
variance are used.

Findings: Studying at the University of Kurdistan is a positive and beneficial experience for

Keywords: Education international students. The findings show that the academic performance of these students has
experience, international improved significantly during their studies, indicating the good quality of education at this
students, Policymaking of university. Additionally, studying at this university has broadened students' perspectives on
higher education, cultural differences and improved their language skills. However, insufficient attention has
University of Kurdistan been paid to the development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills, which require

further attention. Overall, there are opportunities to enhance the quality of education and
respond to specific educational needs of this group of students, which the university authorities
should consider.

Conclusions: The results indicate the high quality of education at the University of Kurdistan
and the ability of this university to respond to the educational needs of international students.
In this regard, to improve the experience of this category of students, it is recommended to
strengthen international educational programs, promote cultural interactions, and increase
financial support. Creating interactive spaces and paying attention to the development of
language skills can also help to improve the academic and cultural performance of foreign
students in Kurdistan University.

Innovation and originality: The current research was conducted with the aim of identifying
and solving the challenges faced by the international students of Kurdistan University and it
can play an key role in increasing the ability of this university to attract international students.
Also, the findings of this research can be used in higher education policies related to accepting
and supporting international students.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Internationalization of universities not only expands students' global knowledge and skills but also
facilitates the development of transnational curricula, laying the foundation for the commercialization of
educational products. Studying abroad offers students a uniquely enriching experience and serves as an
effective strategy for attracting international learners. The increasing trend in student migration highlights
the need for strategic planning to optimize its impact. As the internationalization of higher education
continues to grow, and with the strategic importance of attracting foreign students, continuous evaluation
of their experiences and feedback regarding the quality of education and student life is essential. Such
evaluations enable policymakers to enhance both the quantitative and qualitative aspects of international
student recruitment. This study aims to examine the perspectives of international students at the University
of Kurdistan, recognized as one of Iran's leading institutions in successfully attracting foreign students.

2. Methods

The current research employs a quantitative and descriptive approach. The study's statistical population
consists of 536 international students enrolled at the University of Kurdistan. Using G*Power software and
a proportional sampling method, a sample of 112 students was selected. The data collection instrument was
based on the validated Ingraham (2003) standard questionnaire. This questionnaire comprises six subscales:
academic progress/intellectual development, attitudes, skills, understanding of the world and one's place
within it, the impact of one's role in society, and the influence of studying at the University of Kurdistan.
In total, the questionnaire includes 42 items. The data collected was analyzed using SPSS software, with
statistical analysis conducted through the Kendall's Tau and Friedman tests.

3. Results

The study's findings indicate that studying at the University of Kurdistan has been a highly positive,
valuable, and beneficial experience for the vast majority of international students. The most significant
outcome reported by students was a marked improvement in their academic performance and progress,
underscoring the university's high-quality education and its ability to meet the expectations and educational
needs of its international student body.

Beyond academic success, studying at the university has broadened students' perspectives and deepened
their understanding of cultural and human diversity. Interactions with peers from various countries and
cultures have expanded their outlook on global issues, making them more cognizant of cultural and social
differences. Additionally, students reported gaining a greater familiarity with Iranian culture, allowing them
to draw comparisons between Iranian culture and their own.

Another key achievement was the significant enhancement of students' language skills, particularly their
proficiency in Persian, a result of the University of Kurdistan's strategic educational initiatives in this area.
However, the findings also reveal that less emphasis has been placed on strengthening students' critical
thinking and problem-solving skills, with limited focus on international topics. Furthermore, students
expressed that their expectations for increased social interaction were not fully met.

4. Conclusion

The results underscore the high quality of education at the University of Kurdistan and its ability to meet
the educational needs of international students. To further enhance the experience of foreign students, it is
recommended to strengthen international academic programs, promote cultural exchanges, and increase
financial support. Additionally, creating interactive spaces and placing greater emphasis on the
development of language skills can further improve the academic and cultural experiences of international
students at the university. Given the importance of these factors to the University of Kurdistan, several
recommendations are proposed: offering scholarships and financial aid to international students, expanding
support and educational programs, organizing cultural conferences, festivals, courses, and workshops to
develop key skills, incorporating international courses, and creating platforms for interaction between
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domestic and international students. These initiatives can significantly enhance the experience of foreign
students and increase the university's appeal to prospective international learners.
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