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Extended Abstract

Evaluation of Public Health Curriculum in Bachelor’s
Degree Based on General Health Policies Announced by
Supreme Leader of Islamic Republic of Iran

Fatemeh Sarblouki Aranit, Soolmaz Nourabadi (Ph.D.)? *

Introduction:  Curriculum development to improve the scientific,
communication and skills competencies of all medical students (including public
health experts) under the comprehensive higher education program in line with
general public health strategies and policies should be considered. Whereas the
higher education curriculum is one of the sub-systems that plays a key role in the
transformation of higher education and society. The approach of curriculum
policymakers in the field of health has a very important role in realization,
transformation and modification of public health programs and plans in the
framework of implementation of universal health coverage. Therefore, the
present study tried to highlight the curriculum and the role of the evaluation
element by integrating two fields of public health and Master of Educational
Sciences in the curriculum orientation.

Research questions: 1- What is the usefulness of public health curriculum in the
three levels of knowledge, attitude and performance based on general health
policies announced by the Supreme Leader?

2- To what extent is the attention of public health curriculum to comprehensive
health education of a healthy person (physical, mental, family, community, and
spiritual health) based on general health policies announced by Supreme Leader?
3- To what extent does the public health curriculum pay attention to establishment
of interaction between traditional medicine and modern medicine based on
general health policies announced by Supreme Leader?

4- To what extent is the attention of public health curriculum to efficient and
competent health care according to the needs of different regions of country based
on general health policies announced by Supreme Leader?

5- To what extent does the public health curriculum pay attention to technological
teaching method to integrate it into the system of providing health-treatment
services based on general health policies announced by Supreme Leader?
Method: The present research was applied in a quantitative method and survey
method with using a questionnaire that evaluates the bachelor’s degree
curriculum of public health based on the objectives set out in the general health
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policy. In this research, 60 faculty members of Public Health in Tehran

universities of medical sciences have statistical population of current research.
Sampling was not considered, and questionnaire was sent to all faculty members.
Results: In evaluating the items of the researcher-made questionnaire in the field
of basic science courses, the goal of the technological teaching method was
42.4% and the other four fields of health education, pathology, management in
health planning and health skills training respectively with 40.6%, 48.4% and
51.6% scored the lowest in the interaction between modern and traditional
medicine. Based on the findings, the change in each of three domains considered
in first question, has a positive effect on awareness, perspective and performance
of personal and social health. Therefore, it will lead to the formation of lifelong
learning in curriculum of public health students. In addition, in the pattern of
changes in paradigm of diseases and educational system and provision of health
services, one of the paradigms is trend of moving towards traditional medicine
among the people, and this fact has been accepted by World Health Organization.
While considering this fact, the present study, as a curriculum evaluation, has set
a goal in this matter. It should be added that the activity of health care workers in
the health care system is not based on specific needs and is not limited to health
and disease needs, and the health care system's view of public health problems
and issues is included at all local levels up to the pandemic. Therefore, a health
care person who is committed to providing services in a certain area must grow
in the curriculum and try to develop and master in the path of work experience to
maintain and increase his qualifications. At the end, findings showed that
technological teaching method, a kind of constructivist view, in all curriculum
elements could help health care workers in realizing this section of general health
policies.

Discussion: The basic sciences department has a low score in all five areas of
research objectives and the pathology department has the highest score in the
target area of the curriculum in 3 levels of knowledge, attitude and practice with
a high score of 90.9%. The present study, by establishing a link between the

principles of curriculum and health policies and its promotion, can be a new and
effective step in studies the field of curriculum evaluation. It should be added that

conducting this research with the focus of evaluation and its integration in various
fields that includes the personal and social life of people who provide and receive
services on both sides of the close relationship of the current world such as public
health; It will be effective if it plays a role in correcting, changing and improving
well in its field of application. Therefore, in present study, researchers tried to
express the priority of prevention in education and activity under the definition
of public health in another language in order to evaluate the current curriculum
in cognitive levels, the interaction between curriculum content (modern and
traditional medicine), technological teaching methods and training of competent
health care workers, attention to universal health coverage in the shadow of the
efforts of the health staff in line with the policies announced by Supreme Leader.

Keywords: Curriculum, Evaluation, Public Health, Health Policies, General
Health Policies of Supreme Leader of I.R.
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