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The Effectiveness of Schema-Based
Mindfulness on Social Anxiety Symptoms
and Experiential Avoidance in Gifted
Students with Social Anxiety

Vatankhahan Esfahani, Sh., Sajjadian, *I.

Abstract

Introduction: Gifted students suffer from
psychological damage caused by heavy academic
load. The present study was conducted with the
aim of investigating the effectiveness of schema-
oriented mindfulness intervention on the
symptoms of social anxiety and experiential
avoidance in gifted female students with social
anxiety.

Method: The research method was experimental
with pre-test-post-test design with a control group
and a one-month follow-up. For this purpose,
among the 14 to 18 years old gifted female
students with social anxiety in the academic year
of 2022-2023 in the Isfahan city, who were
identified based on the La Greca’s Social Anxiety
Scale for Adolescent; 38 persons were selected by
purposeful sampling and randomly assigned to
two experimental and control groups (19 person in
each group). The experimental group received 8
sessions of 90 minutes per week of schema-
oriented mindfulness but the control group did not
receive any intervention until the end of the study.
The students completed La Greca’s Adolescent
Social Anxiety Scale and Gamez’s
Multidimensional Experiential Avoidance
Questionnaire in three stages of pre-test, post-test
and follow-up. The data were analyzed by the
analysis of variance with repeated measurements
method.

Results: The results of data analysis showed that
schema-oriented mindfulness has a significant
effect on reducing social anxiety and experiential
avoidance in the post-test and follow-up stages
(p< 0.001).

Conclusion: According to the results of this
research, schema-oriented mindfulness
intervention can be used to reduce the symptoms
of social anxiety and experiential avoidance in
gifted adolescents.

Keywords: Social anxiety, Mindfulness, Schema,
Experiential avoidance, Gifted.
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5. Experiential Avoidance
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1. Cleverness

2. Anxiety

3. Social Anxiety Disorder(SAD

4. Diagnostic And Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders-5 st Edition (DSM-5)
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4. Group Schema Therapy
5. Mindfulness
6. Schema Therapy
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1. Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy
2. Selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor( SSRI)
3. Venlafaxine
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2. Social anxiety scale for adolescents(SAS-A)
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1. Mindfulness-based Cognitive Therapy (MBCT)
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1. Multidimensional Avoidance

Questionnaire(MEAQ)
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1. Statistical Package for Social Science(SPSS)
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