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Abstract

Funding: See Page 104

) Social entrepreneurship represents a vital approach for tackling the country’s social and economic chal-
Received: 2023/03/03

¢ lenges. However, despite its potential, social entrepreneurship in Iran has not yet made the desired impact
Accepted: 2022/05/06 i duetoarange of persistent challenges. This study examines the challenges facing social entrepreneurship,
Available Online: 2024/03/20:  with a special focus on governmental programs and macro-level policies, and offers recommendations
¢ and strategies for the goverment to strengthen this field. Applied in purpose and qualitative in method,
¢ this research used structured interviews as the primary data collection tool. The study sample comprised
Article Type: Research paper social business owners, public and private sector managers, and academic experts, with fifteen participants
: selected through purposeful sampling until theoretical saturation was reached. Qualitative data analysis
was conducted using open, axial, and selective coding, facilitated by MaxQDA (2020) software. Results

Keywords: ¢ from the coding process identified 56 concepts in open coding, 33 core categories and sub-challenges
Social entrepreneurship, in axial coding, and 3 main themes in selective coding. Findings indicate that the challenges of social
challenges, legal and i entrepreneurship in Iran can be categorized into three primary areas: 1) policy, legal, and govemmental
operational policies, i challenges; 2) challenges related to social, economic, educational, and cultural awareness; and 3) institu-
Iran. ¢ tional and operational support challenges. In response to these findings, nine strategic recommendations

were proposed for the government and regulatory institutions. This study’s originality lies in identifying
critical policy, legal, and operational challenges within Iran, offering practical recommendations to the
government and regulatory institutions for addressing these barriers.
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