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Abstract

The aspects of the miraculous nature of the Quran are among the contentious issues among
commentators. Some believe in intrinsic miracles such as eloquence, while others believe in
extrinsic miracles such as 'sarfe' (divine intervention preventing imitation). Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d.
606 AH) emphasizes the eloquence of the Quran as a miraculous aspect. However, in his Tafsir al-
Kabir, while emphasizing this intrinsic aspect of the miracle, he implicitly accepts the theory of
'sarfe’. On the other hand, in his book Nihayat al-Ijaz, he rejects Sarfe with three arguments,
displaying a kind of dual confrontation that this article analytically attempts to examine. The first
reason supporting the hypothesis of al-Razi's acceptance of 'sarfe' is the editorial, not authorial,
nature of the book Nihayat al-Iqaz, which is a combination of two books, Dala’il al-Ijaz and Asrar
al-Balagha by al-Jurjani (d. 474 AH), compiled before Tafsir al-Kabir. The arguments against
'sarfah’ bear a great resemblance to al-Jurjani's arguments in Dala’il al-Ijaz. The second reason is
the content analysis of phrases from Tafsir al-Kabir, where al-Razi implicitly accepts Sarfe in at
least two instances and ultimately, explicitly, after attributing it to theologians and acknowledging
its lack of corruption, accepts eloquence and Sarfe as aspects of the Quran's miraculous nature.
Keywords: 192z al-Qur’an, Sarfa, Fakhr al-Din al-Razii, Mafatih al-Ghayb, Nibaya al-Ijaz fi
Diraya al-Ijaz.
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