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ABSTRACT

The concept of child-friendly justice is the result of the development of the legal
status of children under international human rights laws in recent decades; A
concept that calls for a significant change in the way judicial systems interact with
children. Child-friendly justice focuses on the effective participation of children in
justice systems. And it embraces the idea that the courts can be a powerful tool to
positively impact children's lives, while recognizing the fact that contact with the
legal system is often more a source of additional harm than a cure for children. .
Drawing on international child rights obligations, Child-Friendly Justice introduces
principles that empower children to exercise their rights and encourages public
authorities, courts and law enforcement to develop policies that address the
precarious situation of children in the justice system. . In general, child-friendly
justice aims to recognize the child as a holder of rights rather than the child merely
being the object of special care and protection due to his or her particular
vulnerability.
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2. Convention on the Rights of the Child, Adopted
by General Assembly resolution 44/25, 20
November 1989.

3. European Convention on Human Rights

1. See OECD Child-Friendly Justice Framework,
OECD Public Governance Policy Papers, 2023.
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Ct. H.R. at 29.
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1. See Child-Friendly Justice Framework, OECD
Public Governance Policy Papers, 2023, p.17.
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2. Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography
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4. UN Standard Minimum Rules for the
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments.
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1. See UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
(CRC), General Comment No. 12, The right of the
child to be heard, 20 July 2009.

2. See UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
(CRC), General Comment No. 10, Children's
Rights in Juvenile Justice, 25 April 2007.

3. UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
(CRC, General comment no. 5 (2003): General
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3. UN Guidelines on Justice in Matters involving
Child Victims and Witnesses of Crime, Adopted
by ECOSOC Resolution 2005/20, 22 July 2005,
Auvailable at:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments.

4. Uited Nation Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC)
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1. UN Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile
Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines), General
Assembly resolution 45/112, 14 December 1990.
Available at https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments
2. United Nations Rules for the Protection of
Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty Adopted by
General Assembly resolution 45/113 of 14
December 1990 , Available at
https://www.unodc.org/pdf/criminal_justice/Unite
d_Nations_Rules
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3. Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children:
resolution / adopted by the General Assembly, 24
February 2010, Available at
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/673583?v=pdf

4. Human rights in the administration of justice, in
particular juvenile justice: resolution / adopted by
the Human Rights Council, 12 October 2015.
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https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/713587?v=pdf

1. UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC),
UNODC-UNICEF Model L aw on Justice in
Matters involving Child Victims and Witnesses of
Crime, April 2009,
https://www.unodc.org/documents/

2. Guidance Note of the Secretary-General: UN
Approach to Justice for Children, Author: UN
Secretary-General, September 2008. Available at
https://www.unodc.org/documents/
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1. Guidelines of the Committee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe on Child-Friendly Justice,
Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 17
November 2010. available at:
www.coe.int/childjustice

2. Guidelines, First Part, ch. |, at para. 1-3.

3. Guidelines, First Part, ch. Il c.
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2. OECD Child-Friendly Justice Framework, op
cit, 2023, p 42.
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