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Cities have struggled with different problems during different eras, and
sometimes, uninformed decisions have caused the decline of cities. In the
meantime, the public spaces of the cities have undergone more changes and
transformations through these decisions. Therefore, the decision-makers were
always looking for ways to make the cities flourish and be prosperous; for this
reason, issues such as urban development plans have been raised. Therefore, the
purpose of the current research is to investigate and evaluate urban development
plans with an emphasis on public spaces such as Chaharbagh Bala Street and
Imam Ali Square in Isfahan city. This study is practical-developmental in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical and survey in terms of method. Field methods
and the study of document-library sources obtained the required information.
The statistical population of the citizens of Isfahan city is within the studied
Keywords: limits. The sample size was determined using Cochran's method, and finally, the
Development plan, public | questionnaire was distributed among 384 people from the statistical population.
space, Chaharbagh, Imam | Using the AHP method, the indicators were weighted, and the studied areas were
Ali square ranked according to the indicators using the Aras method. The results show that
the Chaharbagh Bala Axis development plan is in a better condition compared to
the development plan of Imam Ali Square and has a final weight of 1in the physical
dimension, a final weight of 0.951 in the environmental dimension, a final weight
of 0.989 in the economic dimension, a final weight of 1 in the social dimension,
and a final weight of 1in the management dimension.
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1. Introduction

Urbanization is currently occurring at an
unprecedented rate. It is predicted that by
2050, the continuation of population
growth and urbanization will add 2.5
billion people to the world's urban
population. In such huge and complex
communities, people inevitably tend to
live in untidy and disorderly places, and big
cities face new types of problems and
dilemmas in different physical,
environmental, social, economic, and
management dimensions. Facing the
problematic growth of cities, different
planning approaches seek realistic
solutions for urban development. Most
cities are involved in the physical and
physical development category due to the
existence of various obstacles.
Considering the extent of dimensions and
changes in the nature of urban problems
and the complexity of these problems,
comprehensiveness and attention to
different dimensions and aspects of the
problem to solve them has become
inevitable. From the beginning of the
preparation and implementation of
systematic plans for urban development,
these questions have always been raised:
to what extent the plans have been able to
play their role, be effective, and reach their
goals, and how and where the planners can
evaluate and review their performance?
One of the pervasive challenges in the
development plans of most cities is that
public spaces are often neglected as an
important resource. Spaces that positively
contribute to wurban life and their
recreational, economic, and democratic
value for society have been wasted.
Isfahan metropolis, as one of the most
important metropolises of Iran, with the
passage of time and the continuation of
the process of wurban population
dominance and physical expansion, has

experienced many problems in various
social, economic, managerial, etc.
dimensions in recent years. Chaharbagh
Bala Axis and Imam Ali Square have formed
two of the most important public spaces in
Isfahan city; they are heavily trafficked
during the day and night and are used by
many citizens not only as a purely physical
part but also as economic, social, cultural,
and ecological environments, which
require important planning solutions.

2. Research Methodology

The present study is practical-
developmental in terms of purpose and
descriptive-analytical and survey in terms
of method. Field methods and the study of
documentary-library sources obtained the
required information. The statistical
population included citizens in the two
areas of Chaharbagh Bala Axis and Imam
Ali Square of Isfahan. Cochran's sampling
method was used to calculate the sample
size, and finally, the questionnaire was
distributed among 384 people from the
statistical population. The desired criteria
in the research were to evaluate the axis of
Chaharbagh Bala and Imam Ali Square in
the form of 5 physical-spatial (6 items),
environmental-ecological (5  items),
economic (6 items), social (7 items), and
managerial-political dimensions (7 items),
which were weighted using the Analytical
Hierarchy (AHP) method and then using
the Aras model. The mentioned ranges
were ranked according to the desired
indicators.

3. Research Findings

The growing growth and unplanned
development of cities have caused many
problems in different aspects. As one of
the country’s most important
metropolises, Isfahan is facing many
problems in the city today. Therefore,
urban planning is an undeniable necessity
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in dealing with the abnormal process of
urban development. Chaharbagh Bala Axis
and Imam Ali Square have formed two
important parts of the city of Isfahan,
which are important not only as physical
parts but also as economic, social, cultural,
and ecological environments and require
important planning solutions. So, it is
necessary to consider the physical,
ecological, economic, social, and
managerial dimensions. Therefore, the
current  research  compared  and
investigated the axis of Chaharbagh Bala
and Imam Ali Square in five physical,
ecological, economic, social, and
managerial dimensions. As the results of
the analysis in each dimension show,
Chaharbagh Bala is ranked first with the
highest value in all dimensions. Therefore,
according to the obtained results, it is
necessary to carry out necessary planning
in all dimensions of Imam Ali Square as it is
an important square and a huge project in
the center of Isfahan city so that this area,
considering its centrality and location,
works in the most efficient way.

4. Conclusion

Officials and urban planners try to reduce
the problems of urban spaces by using
development plans to improve the quality
of life of citizens. However, in many cases,
these plans have faced failure and lack of
success due to paying too much attention
to the physical aspect. The city of Isfahan
is not exempted from this rule, and
according to the historical, cultural-
artistic, demographic, and managerial
dimensions of the city, there is a necessity
to use development plans that use the
physical, economic, social, environmental,

and management dimensions.
Furthermore, Imam Ali Square and
Chaharbagh Bala Axis have a lot of
economic, historical, and cultural
importance due to their historical
background and location. The results of
the research show that the axis of the
Chaharbagh Bala has a final weight of 1 in
the physical dimension, a final weight of
0.951 in the environmental dimension, a
final weight of 0.989 in the economic
dimension, a final weight of 1 in the social
dimension, and a weight of 1 in the
management dimension. Also, Imam Ali
Square has a final weight of 0.598 in the
physical dimension, a final weight of 0.726
in the environmental dimension, a final
weight of 0.823 in the economic
dimension, a final weight of 0.566 in the
social dimension, and a final weight of
0.806 in the management dimension.
Therefore, the results indicate that the
development plan of Imam Ali Square is in
a weak position compared to the
Chaharbagh Bala Axis.
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