Journal of Tourism Planning and Development Volume 13. Issue 50. Summer 2024. Pages 109 to 132.

Research Paper

Investigating and Identifying Factors and Components Affecting Post-
Corona Rural Tourism Businesses (Case Study: Target Villages for Tourism
in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province)

Hossein Karimzadeh ™ “, Iraj teimouri® *, Roghayeh alijani alijanvand?

! Associate Professor of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Planning and Environmental Sciences, Tabriz
University, Tabriz, Iran. (h.karimzadeh@tabrizu.ac.ir)

% Associate Professor of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Planning and Environmental Sciences, Tabriz
University, Tabriz, Iran. (iraj.teymuri@tabrizu.ac.ir)

3 Ph.D. student of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Planning and Environmental Sciences, Tabriz
University, Tabriz, Iran. (alijaniroghaye@tabrizu.ac.ir)

0% © The Author(s) publisher: University of Mazandaran

d) 10.22080/JTPD.2024.26743.3870

Keywords: Abstract

Business, post-corona o .

tourism, tourist villages, Context and. Purpose The .tourlsm‘mdustry has been grgatly 1mpacted.by the outbreta.k of
haharmahal and the Corongvu“us, resulting in a perlod'of stagnatlc.)n.arhld job losses. To improve conditions

C o . and expedite the reconstruction of this industry, it is important to understand the factors

Bakhtiari province and components that affect tourism businesses in the post-coronavirus era. To this end, a

research study was conducted to investigate and identify these factors, particularly as they

apply to rural tourism businesses.

Received: Design/methodology/approach: The study used a quantitative research method and was
June 24, 2024 carried out through the descriptive-analytical approach in the spring of 2023. The study
Accepted: area was in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province, and the statistical population of the
August 17, 2024 research included all heads of rural households living in 13 villages targeted for tourism in
Available online: this province. The questionnaire used in the study was validated by professors and elites,
November 16. 2024 and its reliability was confirmed through Cronbach's alpha.

Findings: The results of the study showed that seven factors extracted from the data

explained 66.56% of the total variance of the dependent variable.

Conclusion: The explanation percentage of the seven extracted factors in order of
importance is as follows: the first factor is infrastructure-support, 16.75; the second factor
is educational-cultural, 12 /42; the third factor is potential measurement and recognition of
capacities, 9.97; the fourth factor is recovery of health and mental conditions, 8.74; the fifth
factor is technology development, 5.26; the sixth factor is change of approach and
management flexibility, 4.83; and the seventh factor is central environment explain, 59.4%
of the total variance of the dependent variable.

Originality /value: Reviewing the literature related to the factors affecting rural tourism
businesses and their extraction in the post-Covid era, can be very valuable as a guide for
policies and operations. Based on this, a study was conducted to identify the factors
affecting tourism businesses and entrepreneurship in the post-Covid era in tourism villages
of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The sudden epidemic of Coronavirus has
greatly affected the economic systems in
the countries of the world and has caused
a decrease in international tourists,
unemployment, and GDP income. Since
rural tourism is one of the sub-sectors of
tourism, a decrease in the businesses of
tourist destinations and their destruction
can be seen in these years. The epidemic
of Covid-19 has made people witness the
fragility of the rural tourism industry in the
face of major emergencies, as well as
problems and "internal injuries" in rural
tourism development. Iran's tourist areas,
like other sectors of the country, have
suffered heavy losses from the Corona
epidemic. At the end of July 2021, 7400
billion Tomans were damaged in the hotel
industry. Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
province is one of the poles of nature
tourism and rural tourism in central Iran.
Considering that this province has great
potential in the field of tourism and a
major part of the development vision of
this province is based on tourism, paying
attention to tourism businesses in the
post-corona era can be very untangling,
and a policy and operational guide should
be considered in this context. Based on
this, the present study was conducted to
investigate and identify the factors
affecting  tourism  businesses and
entrepreneurship in the post-coronavirus
era in the tourism target villages of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces.

2. Research Methodology

The current research, which is
quantitative and practical according to its
purpose, was carried out using the
descriptive-analytical method in the
spring of 2023. The geographical area of
the current study is in Chaharmahal and

Bakhtiari province, and the statistical
population included all heads of rural
households living in 13 villages targeted for
tourism. According to the purpose of the
research, a sample size of 149 people was
selected. The target sample was selected
randomly using the stratified random
method in 13 villages. In addition to
documentary studies, the main research
tool for data collection was a researcher-
made questionnaire, the design of which is
based on the conducted research related
to the subject under study in the
theoretical literature and research
records.

3. Research Findings
Exploratory factor analysis was chosen to
identify and extract the most important
indicators affecting post-corona tourism
businesses in the target villages of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces. In
this research, 37 variables extracted from
research and background literature have
been prioritized in the form of seven
important factors. The explanation
percentage of these factors in the order of
importance is as follows: the first factor is
16.75; the second factor is 12 /42; the third
factor is 9/97; the fourth factor is 8.74, the
fifth factor is 5.26; the sixth factor is 4.83;
and the seventh factor is 4.59%. In a
general summary of the results, it can be
stated that the most important factors
affecting  tourism business and
entrepreneurship in the target villages of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces are
infrastructural-supportive, educational-
cultural, capacity recognition potentials,
recovery of health and mental conditions,
development of technology, flexibility of
management and environment.

4. Conclusion
The results of the research about the most
important factors affecting post-corona
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tourism businesses and entrepreneurship
in the target villages of Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari province showed that in the
order of priority, infrastructural-
supportive, educational-cultural factors,
recognizing capacities and potentials,
restoring  health and  spirituality
conditions, technology development,
flexibility of management, and the central
environment are the most important
identified factors that can explain a
significant percentage of the variance of
post-corona tourism entrepreneurship in
the studied villages. In fact, by considering
these factors, it is possible to create more
suitable and safer conditions in terms of
well-being, physical health, and mental-
psychological health and create a suitable
image in the mind of the tourist. Also, it
increased the probability of greater

immunity against  possible  future
epidemics and greatly reduced the amount
of potential losses.
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