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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

With the spread of rural-urban migrations
and the reduction of environmental
conditions for agricultural activities, it is
necessary to  identify  alternative
capabilities for economic development in
rural areas. Tourism development is a

relatively new approach in rural
development, which can help empower
local people and develop human
resources, diversify the economy and its
growth, create job opportunities, and
improve living standards. Since tourism
development was considered a tool for
economic stimulation of rural areas, this
issue has always attracted the attention of
researchers and planners in the field of
tourism, and many studies have been
conducted in this field. Paying attention to
the role of the tourism industry in rural
development is important because, in
addition to the possibility of economic
growth, with the proper use of natural and
human resources, it is possible to promote
the agricultural sector and produce local
handicrafts. Besides, it is a step towards
improving environmental conditions and
protecting native cultural heritage and
local customs in the harvest villages. Rural
tourism can also facilitate the process of
rural development by creating
complementary  activities in  the
agricultural sector, creating employment,
and increasing the incomes of rural
households.

In rural areas with favorable capacities
and potentials in terms of tourism
attractions, especially the target villages
for tourism, tourism development can be a
suitable option for social vitality and rural
development. It can help, on the one hand,
stabilize and maintain the population in
rural areas and, on the other hand,

preserve the socio-cultural identity in
these areas. The support of the host

community is one of the main
prerequisites for developing rural tourism,
which is affected by various factors. Due to
the importance of this issue, the present
research has investigated the attitudes of
the residents of the tourism target villages
located in the Marvdasht sub-province,
including Dashtak, Kondazi, and Jaidarzar,
towards the consequences of tourism and
also the residents’ support for the
development of tourism in these villages.
In addition, the effect of the residents’
attitudes towards the economic, cultural,
environmental, and infrastructural
consequences of tourism on supporting
tourism development has been examined.

2. Research Methodology

The current research is practical in terms
of purpose and descriptive-analytical in
terms of nature and method. The
statistical population of this research was
18 years and older individuals living in the
mentioned villages. The required data was
collected by completing 350
questionnaires, which consisted of two
parts, as follows: the first part included
individuals’  general = characteristics,
including age, gender, marital status,
employment status, type of economic
activity, education level, place of birth, and
household size, and the second part was
related to the main variables of the
research, that is, the villagers’ attitude
towards the various consequences of
tourism and support for the development
of tourism. These variables were adapted
from Papastathopoulos et al. (2020),
Huong and Lee (2017), Muresan et al.
(2016), and McCool and Martin (1994). The
consequences of tourism were considered
in the form of four dimensions, including
€conomic consequences, cultural
consequences, environmental
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consequences, and infrastructural
consequences. These dimensions were
conceptualized with 12, 5, 5, and 4
variables (items), respectively. Support for
tourism development was also introduced
through 9 variables. All the mentioned
items were presented in the form of a five-
point Likert scale in the questionnaire.
After completing the questionnaires, the
Skewness and Kurtosis indices of the
variables were calculated, and all of them
were in the range of +1 and -1. In order to
test the reliability of the questionnaire,
Cronbach's alpha  coefficient  was
calculated for each of the four dimensions
of attitude towards the consequences of
tourism, support for tourism
development, and the entire
questionnaire. This coefficient was
acceptable in all cases (above 0.8), and the
data were analyzed using a one-sample t-
test and multiple regression analysis by
applying SPSS software.

3. Research Findings

Based on the results of the one-sample t-
test, the villagers’ attitudes towards the
positive economic, cultural,
environmental, and infrastructural
consequences of tourism, as well as the
support of the local community for
tourism development, is higher than the
average level. The results of the regression
analysis showed that at a 95% confidence
level, the combined effect of the variables
of the villagers’ attitudes towards the
economic, cultural, environmental, and
infrastructural consequences of tourism
on the support for tourism development is
statistically significant, and these variables
explain 72% of the variance of the support
of tourism development. Examining the
standard beta coefficients showed that the
effect of attitude towards economic,
cultural, and infrastructural consequences

on supporting tourism development is
statistically significant and positive, while
the effect of attitude towards
environmental consequences is not
significant. Standard beta coefficients for
the effect of attitude towards economic,
cultural, and infrastructural consequences
are 0.294, 0.316, and 0.324, respectively,
albeit there is no statistically significant
difference between them.

4. Conclusion

Considering the positive effect of
residents’ attitudes towards the economic,
cultural, and infrastructural consequences
on supporting tourism development, it
seems that some actions, such as sharing
the host community residents in the
economic benefits of tourism, the
emphasis on the preservation of the local
community’s endogenous cultural values,
the development of infrastructure in rural
areas, and the provision of services needed
by the host community and tourists can
play an effective role in strengthening the
local community's support for tourism
development.
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