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Abstract

Context and Purpose: Developing sustainable nature tourism tours in natural ecosystems
requires planning with a view to the future and minimal damage to the region and its
biodiversity. Therefore, the current study aimed to present scenarios for developing
sustainable nature tourism tours with a future research approach in the mangrove forests
of Iran. Design/methodology/approach: This study is applied in terms of purpose and
analytical-exploratory in nature and method. Information was collected based on
theoretical studies and existing records. Data analysis was also conducted through the
methods of structural analysis and scenario planning in MicMac and Scenario Wizard
software. Findings: According to the results, 41 indicators play a key role in sustainable
nature tourism tours. Among the indicators, maintaining the quality of the environment has
the most influence, and the index of the employee activity record is the most effective. The
total acceptable scenarios include 88 situations, of which 56% are favorable, 32% are static,
and 12% have a critical situation. Conclusion: The analysis of the scenarios showed that the
first group provides the ideal conditions for the development of sustainable nature tourism
tours in the mangrove forests of Iran, and the scenarios of this group indicate a positive and
developing situation for sustainable nature tourism tours in this region. Originality /value:
Developing sustainable nature tourism tours requires the performance of nature tourists
and nature tourist tours in natural ecosystems that cause the least damage to the region
and valuable biological reserves. The basis of developing future research scenarios for the
development of sustainable nature tourism tours in the mangrove forests of Iran is based
on maintaining the quality of the environment and optimal use of resources by increasing
education and improving the culture of nature tourism among nature tourists and the local
community.

*Corresponding Author: Mohammadreza Rasouli

Address: Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad

University

Email: moh.rasouli@iauctb.ac.ir
Tel: 02173681534

This article is an excerpt from the doctoral dissertation of the first author in the field of communication sciences of Islamic
Azad University, Central Tehran branch, under the guidance of the second author and the advice of the third and fourth

authors.

Parvaneh Sobhani, Afshin Danehkar. Presenting Scenarios for the Development of Sustainable Nature Tourism

Tours with a Future Research Approach in the Mangrove Forests of Iran

olume 13. Issue 49. Summer 2024. Pages 93 to 120.



mailto:sobhani.parvaneh@guest.ut.ac.ir
mailto:danehkar@ut.ac.ir
mailto:moh.rasouli@iauctb.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7377-4283
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4831-1900

Volume 13. Issue 49. Summer 2024. Pages 93 to 120.

Journal of Tourism Planning and Development

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Due to the rapid population growth and
the development of urbanization, the
demand of human societies for pristine
natural ecosystems and the formation of
nature tourism tours has increased. These
natural areas have faced much damage
due to the low level of awareness and
necessary training on the part of nature
tourism tours, which can be attributed to
the increase in the destruction of valuable
natural habitats, the reduction of
biodiversity, and the overall development
of instabilities in these natural
ecosystems. The development  of
sustainable nature tourism tours in natural
ecosystems requires planning with a view
to the future and minimal damage to the
region and its biodiversity. Therefore, the
present study was conducted to develop
scenarios for the development of
sustainable nature tourism tours with a
future research approach in the mangrove
forests of Iran. Iran's mangrove forests are
one of the natural and valuable ecosystems
that have attracted the attention of
planners and visitors as the main nature
tourism destinations. Therefore, the role
of nature tourism tours as guides and
responsible for protecting these forests is
of special importance in the planning and
development scenarios of nature tourism.

2. Research Methodology

This study is applied in terms of purpose
and analytical-exploratory in terms of
nature and method. The information has
been collected based on theoretical
studies and existing records. The
statistical population included 25 people,
and this number of completed
questionnaires was consistent and
proportionate according to Morgan's
table. Data analysis was also done using

structural analysis and scenario planning
methods in MicMac and Scenario Software
Wizard.

3. Research Findings

The results showed that 41 indicators play
a key role in sustainable nature tourism
tours. According to the obtained results,
among the indicators, maintaining the
quality of the environment has the most
influence, and the hazard risk index has
the least influence. Moreover, the
employee activity history index has the
most effectiveness, while the travel

frequency index has the least
effectiveness. On the other hand, the
results of various situations show the
probability of eight scenarios more than
others, and the probability of other
scenarios is weak and very weak. The
acceptable scenarios include 88 situations,
of which 56% have a favorable situation,
32% have a static and intermediate
situation, and 12% have a critical situation.
This means that half of the existing
situations among the scenarios are in a
favorable state.

4. Conclusion

The results of the scenario analysis
showed that the first group provides the
ideal conditions for the development of
sustainable nature tourism tours in the
mangrove forests of Iran, and in general,
the scenarios of this group indicate a
positive and developing situation for
sustainable nature tourism tours in this
region. The second group of scenarios also
has an intermediate and static state, which
indicates the intermediate state of
developing sustainable nature tourism
tours in these natural habitats. Also, the
third group of scenarios shows critical
conditions, and in terms of frequency,
compared to other scenarios, they include
the largest number of critical situations,
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which indicate the unfavorable conditions
of the region for the development of
sustainable nature tourism tours, if nature
tours do not follow the principles of nature
tourism. The development of sustainable
nature tourism tours requires the
performance of nature tourism and nature
tourism tours in natural ecosystems in
such a way as to cause the least damage to
the region and its valuable biological
reserves. Therefore, the basis of
developing future research scenarios for
developing sustainable nature tourism
tours in the mangrove forests of Iran is
based on maintaining the quality of the
environment and optimal use of resources
by increasing education and improving the
culture of nature tourism among nature
lovers and the local community.
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