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Abstract

Context and Purpose: Utilizing the capacity of rural-urban linkages is effective in forming a
tourism network; however, the formation of a tourism network has faced numerous
challenges due to ignoring the capacity of rural-urban linkages. Hence, identifying the key
drivers influencing rural-urban linkages’ capacity helps reduce these challenges.
Design/methodology/approach: The current applied research was conducted from April
to December 2023 with a future research approach for the Alborz and Tehran region. The
collected data were analyzed through semi-structured questionnaires and interviews by 34
experts using the qualitative and Delphi techniques and Micmac software. Findings: The
findings revealed that geographical advantages and environmental capabilities, such as the
rural and urban establishment in a homogeneous area, suitable climate and landscape for
tourism activities, small towns within the rural centers of tourism, continuous rural-urban
local knowledge flow, rural-urban socioeconomic institutions, and cooperation of the urban
organization with local tourism suppliers were identified as variables influencing the size of
spatial and sectoral flows. Conclusion: The results also revealed that the key drivers affected
the spatial and sectoral flows through geographical advantages and environmental
capabilities. Consequently, improving the size of spatial and sectoral flows affects the
capacity of rural-urban linkages in the direction of the formation of the tourism network.
Originality /value: Identifying and utilizing environmental capacities to improve the size of
spatial flow and strengthen rural-urban linkages in forming a tourism network can be
mentioned as the originality of the current research.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

As Douglass (1998) stated, the size of
spatial and sectoral flows of a spatial
(urban or rural) unit will increase the
capacity of that place (Douglass, 2018). In
other words, the linkage capacity
represents the size of the force from one
place to another influenced by the size of
the spatial and sectoral flows, leading to
one-unit transformation and increasing its
capacity. Hence, the size of the spatial
flows, such as the flow of people, goods
and services, information, capital, and
waste, and the size of the sectoral flows,
such as interactions among different
agricultural, industrial, and service
sectors, need a stimulus to affect the
rural-urban linkage capacity (Zhan et al.,
2023). Thus, these flows contribute to
strengthening or weakening the capacity
of rural-urban linkages under the
influence of internal and external stimuli.
Consequently, failure to consider the
rural-urban linkages in the tourism
development planning process has caused
numerous challenges on both sides of the
tourism flow in rural-urban centers while
also resulting in unbalanced and unequal
socioeconomic growth in the origin and
destination of tourism. Therefore, it is
necessary to inspect rural-urban linkage
capacities in the origin and destination of
tourism (urban or rural) and examine the
size of the mutual flows between them
through tourism networks to deal with and
eliminate the challenges on both sides of
these flows.

2. Research Methodology

According to Newman (2014), the current
research was conducted using an applied
methodology and following analytical and
exploratory approaches. Library and field
studies (interviews with experts and

questionnaires) were utilized for data
collection (Figure 1). The documentary and
library method, including a review of
articles, books, treatises, etc., was used,
along with note-taking, to compile the
theoretical foundations, literature, and
background of the research. In other
words, this research benefited from the
internet space and reference management
software such as Mendeley, in addition to
related books, documents, theses,
projects, and organizational statistics, to
collect and categorize the required data.
Finally, the qualitative part of the research
was conducted through expert interviews.

3. Research Findings

Based on the research findings, 10 of the
23 fundamental factors identified had the
highest score and were key factors
contributing to the suitable scenario
identification. These factors included
small towns within rural tourism centers,
the accessibility and quality of roads
between urban and rural tourism centers,
continuous rural-urban local knowledge
flow, rural and urban establishment in a
homogeneous area, natural and human
attractions in rural centers, favorable
climate and landscapes for tourism
activity, urban investment for
accommodation hospitality centers and
agro-tourism development, IT and ICT for
the development of tourism services,
rural-urban  social and  economic
organizations, and rural-urban public
transportation services.

4. Conclusion

The research results using the qualitative
method and expert opinions revealed that
geographical advantages (environmental
capacity) affected the size of spatial and
sectoral flows in the framework of the
tourism network in different
environmental-ecological, socio-cultural,
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economic, and infrastructure dimensions.
Thus, tourism planners and policy-makers
should consider these factors and provide
the grounds to enhance the capacity of
rural-urban linkages and facilitate the
formation of the tourism network.
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