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Article Info  Abstract

With the expansion of urbanization, numerous challenges and issues have emerged,

rendering centralized top-down planning ineffective in urban management. Conse-
quently, one of the most important approaches to creating a sustainable and inclu-
sive city is focusing on the fundamental unit of urban planning, namely the concept
of neighborhood and neighborhood management. A neighborhood encompasses three
dimensions of physical planning, social organization, and governance. Among these,
considering the governance dimension, examining contextual needs, and laying the
groundwork for defining a neighborhood-centric model are of paramount importance.
To elucidate the neighborhood management model in urban governance by adopting an
exploratory-descriptive approach in the metropolis of Tabriz. This research employs a
Partial Least Squares (PLS) approach as a second-generation non-parametric method
of Structural Equation Modeling (SEM). It validates a model by simultaneously exam-
ining the roles of variables. SmartPLS 4 software and questionnaire tools are utilized.
Additionally, reliability tests, Cronbach’s alpha coefficient, composite reliability, valid-
ity, and average variance extracted (AVE) are examined for each component, indicat-
ing satisfactory reliability and validity. The sample size is calculated based on the total
population of Tabriz in the latest census of 2016, which is 163,096 individuals, using
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the Cochran formula, resulting in 384 participants.The research findings indicate that
among the factors in terms of effect size, the network society structure ranks first with
an index value of 5.254, followed by urban governance, network society policies, social
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capital, and governance capacity with values of 2.873, 2.630, 2.555, and 1.695 respec-
tively. Regarding the path coefficient index, urban governance ranks first with a path
coefficient of 0.288, followed by the network society structure, network society policies,
social capital, and governance capacity with coefficients of 0.268, 0.228, 0.204, and 0.181
respectively.The research concludes that in elucidating the factors effective in realizing
the neighborhood management model, attention to the network society structure and its
three characteristics—decentralization, virtualization, and intelligence, along with the
freedom of activities, plays a fundamental role.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

With the proliferation of urbanization, nu-
merous challenges and issues have emerged,
rendering centralized top-down planning inef-
fective in urban management. Consequently,
one of the most important approaches to cre-
ating a sustainable and inclusive city is focus-
ing on the fundamental unit of urban planning,
namely the concept of neighborhood and neigh-
borhood management. A neighborhood encom-
passes three dimensions of physical planning,
social organization, and governance. Among
these, considering the governance dimension,
examining contextual needs, and laying the
groundwork for defining a neighborhood-cen-
tric model are of paramount importance.The
objective of this study is to elucidate the neigh-
borhood management model in urban gover-
nance by adopting an exploratory-descriptive
approach in the metropolis of Tabriz.

Methodology

This research, based on its fundamen-
tal objective and adopting an exploratory-
descriptive approach, reviews relevant lit-
erature and texts. Accordingly, the study
first takes a structural approach to review-
ing theoretical literature on neighborhood
management and urban governance. Sub-
sequently, based on the study’s theoreti-
cal foundations and research background,
five components—network society struc-
ture, network society policies, urban gov-
ernance, governance capacity, and social
capital—are identified. To collect data,
a questionnaire tool is utilized in a pack-
age format based on the Likert scale. In
the second stage, the Partial Least Squares
(PLS) technique, as a second-generation
method of Structural Equation Modeling

SEM) and a non-parametric method, is)
employed to validate a model by simulta-
neously examining the roles of variables.
SmartPLS 4 software is utilized for this
purpose. The sample size for this research
is calculated based on the total popula-
tion of Tabriz in the latest census of 1395
(2016), which is 163,096 individuals, using
the Cochran formula, resulting in 384 par-
ticipants.

Results and discussion

The findings of this research indicate
that the reliability indices of Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient and composite reliability
are both above 0.70, and the validity of
average variance extracted is above 0.50,
demonstrating satisfactory reliability and
validity in determining the components and
items of this research. Moreover, the deter-
mination coefficient for the independent
variable on the dependent variable is 0.997,
meaning that each of the five independent
variables (network society structure, net-
work society policies, urban governance,
governance capacity, and social capital)
through the defined components and items
explains more than 99.7% of the variance
in the mentioned dependent variable. Fur-
thermore, in terms of effect size, the net-
work society structure ranks first with an
index value of 5.254, followed by urban
governance, network society policies, so-
cial capital, and governance capacity with
values of 2.873, 2.630, 2.555, and 1.695
respectively. This implies that the three es-
sential features of network societies—de-
centralization, activity freedom, and vir-
tualization and intelligence—are crucial
for neighborhood management in the ur-
ban planning system of Tabriz. Regarding
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the path coefficient index, urban gover-
nance ranks first with a path coefficient
of 0.288, followed by the network society
structure, network society policies, social
capital, and governance capacity with coef-
ficients of 0.268, 0.228, 0.204, and 0.181
respectively. This signifies that urban gov-
ernance variables such as participation,
transparency, accountability, justice, and
rule of law are highly significant. These
results suggest that achieving neighbor-
hood management does not solely rely on
traditional planning; rather, other contex-
tual factors such as transitioning from hi-
erarchical structures, creating a conducive
environment for network societies, recog-
nizing differences, avoiding uniformity,
and understanding the interdependence
among elements and stakeholders require
attention.

Conclusion

The research findings indicate that in
elucidating the factors effective in realiz-
ing the neighborhood management model,
attention to the network society structure
and its three characteristics—decentraliza
tion,virtualization, and intelligence, along
with the freedom of activities, plays a fun-
damental role.
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