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A B S T R A C T     
Considering the importance of environmental education in improving the 
relationship between humans and their environment, the purpose of this article 
is to identify the positive actions of Australia in this field. Because the 
usefulness of sharing information and benefiting from the experiences of other 
countries is one of the main elements of environmental education, this article 
focuses on examining their strategic priorities, previewed goals until 2025, and 
this country's completed projects, as reported by the Australian Association of 
Environmental Education. The method used in this article is descriptive-
analytical research, and data collection is done via document analysis. The 

ts goals on providing necessary 
financial needs for its projects, supporting environmental educators and 
teachers, and expanding inter-chapter and international communications. From 
the findings of the article, appropriate models in accordance with the social, 
economic, psychological, and environmental characteristics of Iran are 
extracted, and with the necessary changes to improve the integration of these 
projects with such traits, they can be implemented in Iran. In the conclusion 
section, suggestions for building similar educational models are presented.  How to cite  
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Table 1  Steps to Sustainability Education
 
First step

 
Integration of education for 
sustainable development in 

learning and teaching
 

Second step

 
Sustainable development in the 

school
 

Third step

 
Sustainable development in the 

community
 
Fourth step

 
Connecting to networks

 

.

 

 
                                                      
2. Getting Started with Sustainability in Schools 

 

Table 2  First Step: Integration of Education for Sustainable Development in Learning and Teaching 

Main principles in education for 
sustainable development

 
Educational materials should include important global challenges

 
Learning programs should be student-oriented and action-

oriented
 

Creating an inspiring and encouraging educational environment 



 

in the direction of sustainability
 

Teaching with an emphasis on group learning
 
Prioritizing critical thinking

 
Prioritizing systematic thinking

 
Encouraging students to be creative and innovative

 
Encouraging students to be responsible within their own 

generation
 

Encouraging students to take intergenerational responsibility
 

Education based on the transformation of the society
 

Education based on encouraging transformation
 

Education based on empowerment
 

Transforming students into global citizens

Curriculum for sustainability

 
Using food from the school garden for cooking

 
Making a solar oven

 
Growing and observing the cycle of plants

 
Expectations and consequences

 
Improving students' scientific and geographical research skills

 
Improving communication literacy of students

 
Improving the literacy of information and communication 

technology (ICT) 
 

Using numbers to process and analyze data
 

Creating critical and creative thinking through collaborative 
activities 

 
Empowering children through new learning experiences

 
Increasing communication between students and teachers
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Table 3. Second step: Sustainbility in School 

 
Principal/Executive

 
When teachers have the support of other influential groups, it can have a positive 

 
Students

.
 

Learning, communication with parents  Even a small group of "students" active 
in the field of sustainable development can influence the attitudes and behavior 
of parents (through exposure), school principals, other students, and teachers. 

 
Parents

 
The role of "parents" is such that when teachers gain the support of parents, they 
can form a key group between school principals, other teachers and parents that 

works in meetings with teachers or through students.

 
The wider 
community"The wider community" can also include local councils that are usually ready to 

cooperate in interaction with schools, especially on environmental issues.

 
Support 

organizations

AuSSI

 
Organizations like AuSSI in Australia play a supportive role by providing 

classrooms with the tools and resources they need.
 

 



 

 

Figure 1. An example of a sustainable development planning model in school 
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Figure 2. Support Networks for a Teacher
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