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Planning for sustainability of rural tourism requires basic spatial studies. So far, more than 30 villages in the
Markazi province have been targeted as key villages of rural tourism, which are not necessarily all suscepti-
ble to sustainable tourism development, nor are such capabilities limited to this number. This research, as a
basic spatial study in rural tourism planning and policy-making, has focused on 130 tourism-related villages
across the province. The needed data were gathered primarily by self-designing a comprehensive work-
sheet, including the location of villages, structural and human prerequisites of tourism, types of attractions
and exploitable tangible and intangible heritage, job opportunities, products and events, and drivers and
obstacles of rural tourism development. Considering the three principal components of "heritage and tour-

ist attractions," "tourism infrastructure and facilities," and "tourism employment and entrepreneurship" as

© necessary prerequisites and desirable outcomes, four distinct groups were identified for strategic planning

Key words: of rural tourism. Only ten villages were prone to sustainability in tourism development with a simultaneous

Rural tourism, Spa- . favorable situation in all triple dimensions. On the other hand, tourism was found to be an inappropriate

tial organisation, option for 22 villages, lacking strategic priority in 48 other villages. More importantly, 50 villages with the

Strategic planning, ability and priority to realize the development and sustainability of tourism were also identified and in-
Markazi Province ¢ troduced in three distinct subgroups with different strategic requirements in policy making and planning.

Copyright © 2024, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
cial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract tion of local communities in the process of rural tourism

development, tourism has not been able to motivate the

1. Introduction economic growth of Iranian villages and the sustainable

livelihood of their villagers. 25 villages of the Markazi

ustainability of rural tourism requires Province have introduced as tourism destinations. Many

basic and spatial planning studies. Due others have potential or realized capacities and heritages

to a lack of planning for the participa- for tourism in historical, cultural and natural contexts,
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all 130 are identified and investigated in this study. The
purpose is to classify these villages for strategic planning
toward the sustainable development of tourism and to an-
swer the question of which villages have the real potential
for tourism development, their long-term sustainability,
and their contribution to the livelihoods of their residents.
Further, what is the causal path of their tourism develop-
ment?

2. Methodology

The present study focuses on 130 villages of Markazi
province that have been introduced as key villages of ru-
ral tourism or have potential in different types of tourism.
Data were gathered primarily through surveys and field
operations. To this end, a comprehensive worksheet on
the situation and accessibility of villages, various aspects
of structural and human requirements needed for the for-
mation and prosperity of tourism, the types of attractions
and potentials, any related activities and businesses, re-
lated products and events, incentives and barriers to the
development of different types of rural tourism at the
provincial level, has designed, validated and completed
interviewing the local village managers.

3. Results

The variables and indicators were entered into the sta-
tistical factor analysis model to reduce the data dimen-
sions. Three factors of "tourism heritage and attractions,"
"tourism employment and entrepreneurship,” and "tour-
ism infrastructure and facilities" were extracted as distinct
prerequisites, independent and complementary aspects of
rural tourism development. The first and third factors are,
in fact, necessary and sufficient conditions for the forma-
tion of rural tourism, and the second one is the result and
outcome of its favorable and sustainable development.
Based on positive or negative factor scores, the villages
were divided into four distinct groups. In the best situ-
ation, in all three areas, they received positive scores in
the second negative in one, then they only had positive
scores in one field, and in the most unfavorable situation,
none of the three aspects were positively scored. Also, by
structural and causal analysis of collected survey data, the
proposed theoretical path for rural tourism development
in rural provinces was not confirmed in villages lacking
talents and priorities and was confirmed for talented and
priority villages with superiority of the role and position
of history and culture over natural heritages.

4. Discussion
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Only 10 villages were positively scored in all three re-
spects of "attraction and heritage potentials", "supporting
facilities" and “entrepreneurship”, which implicitly de-
notes that in addition to the development of tourism, it has
also led to the rural development and it can be hoped for
sustainability of tourism development in them. This small
number shows that rural tourism has unrealistically over-
stated both in the statements of policy-makers and execu-
tives and in the academic literature. This group is suitable
for more deliberate policies, more investments, introduc-
tions and promotions and proper branding. Among these,
the situation in the villages of Anjdan, Ravanj, Dehno, and
Alvir is very significant. However, none of the villages in
this group have had a very prominent status in employ-
ment and entrepreneurship, and this field still requires
more deliberate reflection and planning. Contrarily, for
the fourth group of villages, at least in the short term, the
tourism is not an appropriate and viable economic option
to improve the livelihood and income of their residents,
and planning or investing in their tourism development
will not be rational. In the more numerous villages of the
third group, each with a better situation than average and
a positive score in one of three aspects, tourism will not
have much priority for planning as the driver of develop-
ment. In contrast, the most important finding of the pres-
ent study is the identification of the second group villages
with the highest number (50 villages), divided into three
distinct categories, each in two areas of three aspects iden-
tified for sustainability of tourism development. Planning
is needed to strengthen the third dimension to realize and
stabilize tourism. Among the top villages in terms of at-
tractions and supporting facilities and weakness in job cre-
ation, the Vafs in Komijan county, the top villages in the
fields of attraction and employment but requiring more
facilities, the Ghalhar villages in Delijan county, Khorheh
in Mahallat and Taraz-Nahid in Saveh, and villages that
despite the lower attraction status are higher in the fields
of facilities and employment, the Abgarm village of Ma-
hallat and Samgavar and Chahraghan in Komijan, they
have more prominent situations than other villages and
are placed in the top priorities of planning.

5. Conclusion

Rural tourist destinations differ in terms of the ability
to attract tourists and according to the history, valuable
heritages and attractions of nature and culture, each re-
sponsive to specific parts of the market. Spatial analysis
is one of the requirements for the sustainable develop-
ment of tourism and the avoidance of spatial inequalities.
Considering and estimating the carrying capacity of the
areas, economic infrastructures, and the ability to supply
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other products needed by tourists, the study and estima-
tion of the facilities and special tourism infrastructure in
residential destinations are important factors in tourism-
based strategic planning. Inappropriately, tourism devel-
opment's regional and spatial planning is limited to the
capability-measuring of tourism attractions. To change
this superficial view, identifying and planning rural tour-
ism destinations by different capabilities and appropriate
planning to effectively use them is necessary. All pri-
oritized villages in this study are suitable targets for the
foresight of rural tourism development programs in the
province, but not all are equally important. More accurate
prioritization of this group, based on the type of tourism
and providing appropriate strategic and operational plans,
requires further studies with a survey approach.
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