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An Analysis of Shirazi Dialect and Folk Culture in the
Poetry of Bijan Samandar

Mohammad Hadi Khaleghzadeh**, Navid Arabi 2

Abstract

Bijan Samandar (b. 1941 - d. 2018) was a Shirazi poet and lyricist
known for his dedication to local themes and vernacular language.
This study examines Samandar's local poetry, analyzing the Shirazi
dialect and elements of folk culture embedded within his verses.
Samandar played an essential role in reviving and enriching Shirazi
poetry, artfully integrating colloquial expressions that draw upon
words, idioms, and proverbs once commonly spoken by the people of
Shiraz. Today, these linguistic elements have faded from the standard
dialect, and even among current Shirazi residents, some of these terms
have been forgotten. The research, conducted through descriptive-
analytical methods, reveals that knowledge of Shirazi vocabulary
provides significant insights into the folk culture and subcultures of
southern Iran, preserving linguistic heritage. Additionally, examining
these terms reveals which word groups were prevalent in Samandar’s
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time. Furthermore, each term is compared with the Lori dialect,
demonstrating the closeness of the Shirazi dialect to Lori.
Keywords: Bijan Samandar; folk culture; Shirazi dialect; local poetry.

Research Background

There is limited literature on Bijan Samandar specifically related to
this study. The first work is a study by Moradi (2011), which, in part,
explores Samandar’s poetry within Persian metrical structures.
Another study (2022) was presented at the Second National
Comparative Literature Conference and focuses on semiotic analysis
in Samandar's collection Shiraz Poetry.

Objectives, questions, and hypotheses

This research explores the influence of Shirazi local culture on Bijan
Samandar's poetry, identifying and analyzing Shirazi words, idioms,
and metaphors extracted from his works, including Shiraz Poetry and
Better than Flowers, Shiraz. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, it
first examines Shirazi terms and expressions from a linguistic and
dialectological perspective. This analysis highlights specific features
of the Shirazi dialect and its phonetic, lexical, and grammatical
distinctions from standard Persian, and underscores the significance of
oral tradition in understanding folk literature. Culturally and socially,
the study examines how local customs and historical events in Shiraz
influenced Samandar's poetry, addressing questions such as how folk
culture and historical events impact literary content and whether
examining Samandar's life and personal experiences aids in
understanding this relationship more deeply.

Discussion
This study analyzes frequently used Shirazi terms, such as amoxte,
pesenge, penjir, londe, mocone; names of animals like tisk, xazuk,
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zardalu-rasunak, kalpok; local foods such as angure-risbovoy-
monaqo, angure-lor-kos, ow piyazak, dopiazey alu, tu tovey, kaci,
yaxni adas masak; human attributes like apardi, arge, alesti, atkali,
ekbir, onor, sopine, pape], paxme, pale, suzmuni, kure-monjeley,
komin, gaborak, lebdi, lelmus, materengak; and physical features such
as ab-gez, meydey, teng, body parts like qop, lonj, as well as terms
related to gardens and historic Shirazi sites, including asiow se toy,
bag-e taxt, bage raske behest, bage samad ago, puzey sonqori,
doxtaroy sab extiyar, gowde arbun, and local games and toys like
brak, ¢alok mose, and saftak. Additionally, the paper examines Shirazi
idioms and proverbs featured in Samandar’s poetry, such as orsi pasak

=V

pisak nadar, ostow, baxtar, zire gem raftan, and gorbey $acerag.

Conclusion

The recurrence of Shirazi dialect and local terms in Bijan Samandar's
poetry is particularly notable in works that address daily life, folk
culture, and Shirazi-specific experiences. The underlying reasons can
be summarized as follows:

1. Everyday Life and Environmental Description: Shirazi dialect
terms are often employed to depict daily life, the environment, and
culture of Shiraz, lending authenticity and realism to the poems and
bringing readers closer to the city’s tangible atmosphere.

2. Folk Culture and Folklore: Poems that explore elements of folk
culture and folklore, such as customs, celebrations, and local tales,
naturally incorporate more dialectal terms. These expressions help to
portray these cultural elements with greater accuracy and authenticity.

3. Personal Experience and Nostalgia: Poems that evoke personal,
nostalgic experiences associated with childhood or life in Shiraz may
frequently use local terms due to their intrinsic connection with the
vernacular language.
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The cultural and linguistic significance of Shirazi dialect in
Samandar's poetry may also enhance the poem'’s appeal, contributing
to cultural identity, emotional impact, and a sense of place and
belonging.
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