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The Importance of Folk Culture and Its Role in the
Creation of Literary Works from the Perspective of
Prominent Contemporary Poets

Ghodratollah Zarouni * !

Abstract

Since ancient times, folk culture has been an influential element in the
creation of literary works. Language, customs, traditions, and popular
beliefs are all elements that poets throughout the history of Persian
literature have utilized to achieve their artistic aims. With the
expansion of literary criticism and theories in modern times, poets,
alongside literary critics, have also expressed views on the mysteries
of creating literary works, the sources of their inspiration, and the
impactful elements shaping them. One of the topics discussed by
prominent contemporary poets is folk culture and its role in the
creation of poetry. This study aims to examine the views and
perspectives of leading contemporary poets on the significance and
value of folk culture and its influence on poetic creation. To achieve
this goal, an analytical-descriptive method has been employed to
extract, analyze, and describe the theories and viewpoints of renowned
poets such as Nima Yushij, Akhavan Sales, Forough Farrokhzad,
Ahmad Shamloo, and Simin Behbahani, drawn from their interviews
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and works. Through this approach, we aimed to clarify the role and
importance of folk culture in the creation of literary works from their
perspective. The findings of this study revealed that the pioneering
poets of the contemporary era have not only utilized the capacities and
potential of folk culture in creating their works, but have also offered
significant insights regarding the importance of colloquial language,
slang, the role of these languages in the translation of literary works,
the potential of folk culture to expand artistic and literary imagination,
and the reasons for the enduring nature of folk culture. These insights
further highlight the critical role of folk culture and its subcategories
in the creation of literary works.

Keywords: Folk culture; contemporary poets; literary theory.

Research Background

Numerous studies have been conducted on the reflection of folk
culture in the poetry of contemporary poets; however, as far as the
author has investigated, no work has yet specifically addressed the
views and perspectives of prominent contemporary poets on folk
culture and its significance in the creation of literary works. Therefore,
given the importance of this topic and the theoretical elucidation of
folk culture’s place among prominent contemporary poets,
categorizing and analyzing their thoughts and ideas seems to be a
research necessity.

Objectives, questions, and hypotheses

Folk culture has long been one of the primary elements and themes
utilized by poets in the creation of poetry. The question that arises
here is: to what extent were poets aware of the significance and role of
this element in the creation of their works? While there are few
resources available regarding the perspectives of classical poets on the
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importance of folk culture, an examination of their poetry reveals that
they had extensive interaction with folk culture, drawing upon it
significantly to create new themes and expressions. In the
contemporary era, where it has been possible to record the views of
poets and writers, it is evident that prominent and innovative poets
like Nima Yushij, Akhavan Sales, Ahmad Shamloo, Forough
Farrokhzad, Simin Behbahani, and others have not only utilized the
potentials of folk culture in their work but have also encouraged other
poets to engage with the language and rich resources of folk culture.
The primary issue addressed in this research is to examine the
perspectives and thoughts of influential and pioneering contemporary
poets regarding the status and value of folk culture and how they
utilize it. In this regard, by studying the notes and works of major
contemporary poets, we aim to categorize and analyze their views on
the role and importance of folk culture in the creation of literary
works, thereby moving closer to a poetics of folk culture from the
perspective of contemporary poets.

Main discussion

If we consider folk culture as one of the essential pillars and primary
sources utilized by poets in the creation of poetry, we would not be
exaggerating. The study of our literary history indicates a
comprehensive use of folk culture in poetic creation. Contemporary
poets have also drawn upon the capacities and nuances of folk culture
in their works, continuing the traditions established by their
predecessors. In this context, examining their theories and
perspectives on the role of folk culture in poetry can be an engaging
and enlightening topic for future poets, as well as for elucidating the
significance of folk culture in the realm of literary activities. The
issues addressed in this article include: 1. The perspectives of
contemporary poets on how to utilize colloquial language in poetry
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creation, 2. The views of contemporary poets on slang (Argo
language) and its importance in poetic creation, 3. The opinions of
contemporary poets regarding the capacity of colloquial language in
the translation of literary works and effective equivalences, 4. The
perspectives of contemporary poets on folk culture and tales and their
role in the creation of literary works and the expansion of artistic
imagination, 5. The views of contemporary poets on the significance
of popular poetry and its role in discovering metrical patterns, 6. The
opinions of contemporary poets on the enduring nature of folk culture,
and 7.An analysis of the challenges facing folk culture from the
perspective of contemporary poets.

Conclusion

In this article, an effort was made to elucidate the theoretical
foundations and significance of folk culture from the perspective of
prominent contemporary poets by examining theoretical sources, as
well as their writings and notes. The findings of this research
demonstrate that poets have approached the importance of folk culture
from various angles. They believe that in the realm of language, the
use of colloquial language in poetry is akin to a double-edged sword;
if a poet relies too heavily on it, their poetic language may become
trivial and vulgar. Conversely, if they completely avoid colloquial
language and depend solely on elevated and formal language, their
poetry may lack warmth and simplicity. From their perspective, a poet
should enhance the dynamism of their poetic language by exploring
slang (Argo language), keeping in mind the audience's level, the genre
being utilized, and other factors. They believe that in the realm of
translating literary works, colloquial language, with its vibrancy and
creativity, can be highly beneficial for translating texts from other
languages into Persian. In the realm of folk culture and tales in poetry
creation, contemporary poets believe that many poetic motifs emerge
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directly from folk culture. They argue that the rhythmic patterns of
popular poetry provide a rich source for discovering metrical forms in
formal poetry. According to the poets discussed, folk culture is
enduring, and its relevance cannot be overlooked with the passing of
time. This culture offers researchers an extensive resource for studies
in sociology and anthropology. Alongside the positive aspects of folk
culture that contemporary poets emphasize, they have also engaged in
a critical analysis of this culture, noting the potential harms within it,
particularly the fine line it shares with superstition. In the realm of
folk culture and tales in poetry creation, contemporary poets believe
that many poetic motifs emerge directly from folk culture. They argue
that the rhythmic patterns of popular poetry provide a rich source for
discovering metrical forms in formal poetry. According to the poets
discussed, folk culture is enduring, and its relevance cannot be
overlooked with the passing of time. This culture offers researchers an
extensive resource for studies in sociology and anthropology.
Alongside the positive aspects of folk culture that contemporary poets
emphasize, they have also engaged in a critical analysis of this culture,
noting the potential harms within it, particularly the fine line it shares
with superstition.
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