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The Ritual of Rain Pray among the Ethnicities of
Northern Khorasan

Omid Vahdanifar * , Motahareh Rahimzadeh 2

Abstract

One of the areas in folk culture is to analyze the common rituals
among the ethnic groups, and their ways of doing so. Rituals are some
of the cultural and social issues of a particular culture, the
employment of which requires certain manners and styles, which are
of significance in folk culture studies. Some rituals are vast among
some ethnicities, in that they are performed in different occasions, the
analysis of which show the culture and beliefs in that ethnicity. As
some of the rituals related to rain pray are particular to the northern
Khorasan ethnic groups (Turks, Tarts, Turkeman, and Kermanj), the
current study aimed to identify the rain pray rituals and their
performative manners related to each ethnic group as well as their
aims through library study and interviews. The findings figured out
the types of rain pray rituals among the focused ethnic groups, and
their performances in the ritual which are almost similar among them,
such as puppetry, singing rain pray songs in group, distributing strew
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or votive bread, sacrifice, and saying prayers. Some of these symbols
in rain pray are rooted in religious beliefs and some others in
mythological notions. The role of women and children is significant in
the performances. Although the ritual of rain pray is different on the
surface among the ethnic groups, in total, all follow the same aim.
Moreover, the people who were performing such rituals believed in
them by heart.

Keywords: Folk culture; local rituals; rain pray; asking for rain;
ethnicities of northern Khorasan.

Review of the literature

There are a number of studies conducted in the field of rain pray and
the related rituals among the ethnicities in Iran. One example is the
studies published by Moshiri which are focused on desert areas. In
another study, Nasiri Nasab has analyzed the semiotic features and
performative aspects of rain pray in Qeshm. Zolfaghari also has
discussed the morphological properties and aspects of rain pray in folk
literature of Iran. Zabihnia Omran and Ahmadi Gohari have
investigated the related symbols in the Dasht Khak Zarand area.
Moreover, Jabareh Nasero and Fazli have investigated the
mythological beliefs and rituals of rain pray in Larestan. Mashhadi
Nooshabadi has done a theological and mythological analysis on the
ritual of cow sacrifice in Esfanjan. Afshar and Shahriari Zadeh have
conducted a comparative analysis of Hedrese rain pay and
performance based on Schecner's theory of performance.

Aims, method, and research questions

This study aims to collect data, and identify the rituals and customs
related to rain pray and their performance in different ethnicities in
northern Khorasan. The research method was conducted via library
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study and interview. The participants were among the elderlies (more
than 50 years old) who were reliable natives and also researchers in
the field of culture and folk literature, who were actually familiar with
the ritual and customs of rain pray. The following research questions
were focused:

1. What rituals are common among the ethnicities of northern
Khorasan and how are they performed?

2. What symbols, culture, and folk beliefs of the area does the rain
pray ritual show?

3. What are the content and themes of the poems sung in the rain
pray rituals?

Main discussion

Rituals are some of the performances that coherently and repetitively
connect the elements and aspects of a society. The society, on the
other hand, achieves a certain degree of coherence and group certainty
through repeating the common and belief fundamentals (Moradkhani,
2011). In general, rituals are part of the tradition and in traditional
societies like Iran, they hold a special position. Some of the features of
rituals are the public favor and the sense of common unconsciousness,
which encourage the members to perform the ritual (Mirheidari, 2017,
p. 100). In the past, people conducted several rituals to get over the
lack of water which became known as rain pray or asking for rain.
These beliefs represented the ideas of the people facing lack of water,
which are in fact some of the oldest customs of Iranians because they
are rooted in their theological and mythological beliefs, reciting the
worship of Anahita, the goddess of water. The ritual of rain pray was
common among the ethnic groups of Iran, not particular to any
specific culture. Therefore, there are commonalities between the
rituals performed among the ethnicities of northern Khorasan and
other ethnic groups. One can also find a similar origin among them all
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of which supports what Hedayat has claimed regarding the folk
culture, maintaining that "the beliefs of folk culture come from a same
human spirituality” (Hedayat, 2000, p.23). Accordingly, one can find a
paradigm and repeating thought in this ritual among all the ethnic
groups. However, the similar type of rain pray which are found among
the ethnic groups in Iran are different representation of the same idea,
in which one can find the cultural and symbolic features specific to
each area. From this perspective, the performances of such rituals
among different ethnic groups could be investigated.

Conclusion

The rain pray ritual is one of the oldest elements of culture and history
of ethnicities in Iran which has been performed since the ancient
times, some versions of which are left from the remaining customs of
the past. As rain has always been of significance in all cultures, there
have been the rain pray rituals in many ethnic groups, which have
been important for them. The ethnic groups in northern Khorasan
turned to rain pray ritual to deal with the lack of water and drought by
the help of God, which was actually a relief for the people in the area.
The analysis of such rituals show that they were performed in group,
and women and children had a remarkable role as children and
women, or the neighborhood residents moved the puppet or
scarecrow, and other people watered them, while others sang or said
prayers in group in their own ethnic dialect. The common feature
among the ethnic groups include the saying of prayers to the lord
which was accompanied by sacrifice and gifts. People cooked strew or
votive in mosques and distributed them to the dwellers. Outside of the
village and in desert areas, the saying of prayers was led by a person
familiar with religious issues. The significant point was that all the
people who were involved in the ritual believed it by heart to have
their prayers come true. Analyzing the rain pray among the ethnic

110


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-ISSN - 2423-7000

Vol. 12, No.59
November-December 2024
Research Article

b <

LSS

groups of northern Khorasan also revealed some of the life styles,
customs, traditions, and beliefs of the people living in those areas. The
vocabulary and expressions used in rain pray songs were some of the
main distinguishing aspects of these ethnic groups. Some of the
customs and rituals common among them indicated the ancient
traditions of the people which showed that the rain pray ritual is
rooted in the past history of the people.
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Asaadi, H., born in 1968, living in Korf, PhD of Persian Language and
Literature, Retired.

Baesmat, M., born in 1975, living in Gifan, MA of Persian Language and
Literature, teacher.
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Jafari, F., born in 1938, Arab, illiterate, housewife.

Davarpanah, J., born in 1960, living in Bojnourd, Diploma, retired from
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Roshan, H., born in 1971., living in Bojnourd, PhD of Persian Language and
Literature, poet and researcher.
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Literature, retired teacher.

Safarzadeh, H., born in 1965, living in Jarit, PhD of Persian Language and
Literature, retired faculty.

Abdi, M., born in 1971, living in Sankhast, MA of Persian Language and
Literature, teacher.

Mehrnia, Gh., born in 1945, living in Bojnourd, Diploma, researcher in
culture and folk literature.
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