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A Comparative Study of the Balochi Epic ""Rand and
Lashar' and ""Basous' War in Jahili Arab Literature

Mahmood Heidari* !

Abstract

Arab culture and history have always been the focus of Muslims
everywhere after the arising of Islam, and Muslims have become
familiar with Arab culture and history by learning Islamic sciences.
One of the historical aspects of the Arabs has been the erosive tribal
wars such as the war of "Basous” and "Dahes and Ghabra", which
were mostly a reaction to their hard life and desert living. "Rand and
Lashar" is also one of the popular epics of Balochistan, which has
undeniable similarities to the Basous war during the Jahili period. This
research, with a comparative historical approach and content analysis
method, expresses the historical similarities of these two epics and
wars. The hypothesis of the research is based on the principle that
Rend and Lashar's saga is in some cases influenced by the Besous war
between the two tribes of Bakr and Taghlib in the Jahili, and the
similar climate and social structure and moral characteristics have
paved the way for this influence. The result of the research, proving
this hypothesis, shows that the Basous war and Rend and Lashar's
saga were ignited by killing the camels of "Basous” and "Gohar" and
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these two women were the central characters in these wars. The other
side of this impact is the causes of these wars, in which revenge and
supporting the guest are the main motivations of both wars.
Keywords: Rend and Lashar epic; Basous war; comparative literature;
Baloch popular literature; Jahili literature.

Research background

Several researches have been done on the epics of the Baloch people.
Jahandideh (2011) has written the book “Epics in Baluchistan”, which
is probably the most important and the only source that introduces
Persian readers to the epics and rhymes of the Baloch people.
Hamidifar and Jadid al-Islami Qala Nu (2018) have acknowledged
their goal of introducing Balochi culture, ethics and literature to the
readers. In an article, Arab (2023) compared the Azeri hero of
Kuroghli and the Arab hero of Jahili period, Antara bin Shaddad. This
article conclueded that elements such as having a lover from a higher
social class, fighting, poetry and courtship, courage and bravery, horse
and mythical sword are the most important aspects shared by the two
heroes.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

Since ancient times, scientists have talked about the influence of
geography and climate on the moral qualities and personality traits of
humans. Farabi considers the difference in morals to be the result of
the difference in weather and climate (Farabi, 1992, p. 38) and Ibn
Khaldun also believes in the influence of weather and climate on
people's moral characteristics (Ibn Khaldoun, 2004, vol.1/p.189). The
hard life of the desert made the Arabs warlike, brave, spiteful and
generous. The same climate and the same moral characteristics can be
seen to a large extent among the Baloch people. The desert and harsh
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geography of Baluchistan, the nomadic life and the tribal system of
the Baloch people have made them brave, warriors, hospitable and
supportive of the oppressed and their neighbors. The historical epic
"Rend and Lashar" is considered one of the most important sources for
understanding the Baloch people and their general culture, which has
many similarities with the moral characteristics of the Arabs of the
Jahili period and the wars in that period.

The current research is based on the assumption that Rend and
Lashar's epic, according to which Jahandideh is "sometimes historical
and sometimes mixed with legend"”, having similarities with the Arab
Jahili wars in the causes and purposes of the war and the characters of
the epic. There is a historical relationship between the two cultures
and the influence between them. However, it can be said that the
social atmosphere based on the tribe and the nomadic life as well as
the hard and harsh geography of the desert have provided the ground
for this influence.

This research has analyzed the content of the Balochi epic of Rend
and Lashar and the Battle of Basuos in the Jahili period using a
qualitative content analysis method and a comparative approach. The
school of comparative literature used is a combination of two French
schools and the Eastern European School. Examining the historical
relations between the two literatures and explaining the effectiveness
is the basis of the French school, and in the Eastern European School,
it emphasizes the origins of similar literature between the two nations.
Victor Jermonsky, the founder of this school, believes that the
relationship of influence occurs when the affected party is ready to
receive cultural goods in terms of social conditions, and if these
conditions are not ready, this cultural exchange will not occur
(Abboud, 1999, pp. 47-49).
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Discussion and conclusion

The main plot of Rend and Lashar's saga is based on two things:
supporting refugees and revenge against the enemy (Jehandideh, 2010,
pp. 143-144). This Balochi epic is very similar to the wars of the Jahili
period in in terms of causes, and in some cases, it is influenced by the
Basuos war in the Jahili period. The similar culture of Baloch and
Arab in the tribal social system on one hand, and their nomadic culture
and similar desert nature on the other hand, have brought this
influence to the point of similarity. These similarities, on the one
hand, and the legendary nature of Rend and Lashar's saga, on the other
hand, make it somewhat impossible to imagine the occurrence of such
similar events in the real history of the two lands. The author believes
that the attention of Muslims to the history and culture of Arabs
during the time of the Prophet (PBUH) has made them familiar with
the history of these wars and the culture of Arabs, and certainly the
Baloch Muslims were not exempted from this aspect. The cultural
fusion of the two nations is the proven historical relationship that is a
necessary condition for comparison in comparative studies of the
French school. The influential cases of Rend and Lashar's saga of the
Jahili Arab wars indicate that the basis of both wars is based on
revenge and bloodlust of a woman who was exposed to their tent and
guest, and their camels were Killed by the opposing tribe. The war of
Basous occurs due to the killing of camels, and the war of Rend and
Lashar also occurs after the killing of Gohar’s camels. The main
characters of both wars are women who have fueled the fire of war
with their cries of oppression and litigation. Important moral
characteristics such as accepting refugees and respecting guests, which
were necessary in the harsh conditions of desert life, are also among
other things that are evident in these two literary works.
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