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A Comparative Study of Iranian Mir-e Nowruzi
Performance and Saturnalia Festival: Bakhtin's
Carnival Framework

Morteza Mousavi-Paknahad®, Behrooz Mahmoodi-Bakhtiari *2

Abstract

Mir-e Nowruzi is one of the ancient carnival performances of Iran,
which has either disappeared, or rarely occurs today. Unfortunately,
not enough literature has been written in order to preserve the
importance of this ancient drama as it deserves. In Iranian
historiography, there are few and limited documents that reliably
report how Mir-e Nowruzi performance was held. On the other hand,
after studying the sources and researches in line with the topic of the
research, the authors found out that none of the previous researches
have been done on the subject of “performative” aspects of Mir-e
Nowruzi festival. Despite all the valuable efforts of writers and
researchers of Iranian dramas, including Bahram Baizaei, Sadegh
Ashourpour, Farideh Shirzhian, Dawood Fathali Beigi and others,
unfortunately, this type of drama has not been sufficiently addressed
in Iran, and with the passage of time, the danger of Iranian shows
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being forgotten and faded is felt more than ever. This will lead to the
separation of the contemporary Iranians with their rich and authentic
culture. Therefore, research in this field seems to be vital for
researchers in the field of culture and art of Iran. Throughout the
history of Iran, many poets, including Hafez, have written verses
about Mir-e Nowruzi's play, but none of these poems and references
have dealt with describing the event and its details, and it seems that
these references are only symbolic exploitations of the poets.

Keywords: Mir-e Nowruzi; Mikhail Bakhtin; carnival; saturnalia
festival; Iranian shows.

Extended Abstract

Until today, various writings about Bakhtin's carnival concept have
been published; but so far, apart from a limited number of cases which
have only focused on the comparative comparison of Iranian funny
shows with Bakhtin's carnival theories, no other research has been
done in this field. On the other hand, none of the previous studies have
addressed the performance aspects of Mir-e Nowruzi and the potential
power of this play for today's performance in Iran. For this reason, the
authors of this research aim to discuss the characteristics and
components of the carnival in two plays Saturnalia and Mir-e
Nowruzi, with an analytical-adaptive approach and based on the
opinions of Mikhail Bakhtin, one of the most important theorists of
the 20th century. They also aim to consider the themes and
components of the carnival, to pave the way for a better understanding
of the characteristics of Mir-e Nowruzi carnival. And after that, the
value and importance of this ancient Iranian drama, its efficiency and
potential in the art of performance and Iranian theater today, is
emphasized and revised.
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"Carnivalism™ in literature is one of the most important views of
Mikhail Bakhtin, which is included in the category of humor and
popular culture. The search for carnivalism did not begin with
Bakhtin, but many experts and literary experts believe that none of the
researches before Bakhtin are as rich as the research he did in this
field.

Bakhtin proposed his theory of carnivalism mainly in the book
Rabelais and his World. According to Bakhtin, the status of humor in
many works that deal with myths, epics, and epic poems is not very
significant. However, in this research, the authors aimed to answer the
following questions within the framework of Bakhtin's carnival
theory: What was the origin, background and manner of holding
Saturnalia and Mir Nowruz? What are the features, components and
carnival themes of the two shows Saturnalia and Mir-e Nowruzi?
What is the function, potential and power of Mir-e Nowruzi in today's
performance and theater arena? By reviewing the studies conducted on
Mikhail Bakhtin's ideas, it seems that since the mid-1980s and with
the beginning of the translation of Bakhtin's works into Persian, the
attention of many Iranian researchers was drawn to his opinions, and
since then, there have been many publications related to his ideas.

On the other hand, after reviewing Persian articles related to the
Saturnalia festival, the researchers found out that the need for research
on this issue seems necessary, because so far, no article has been
published that is the central and main topic of the Saturnalia
celebration. Also, in this research, the articles and letters written by
researchers about Mir-e Nowruzi were carefully studied. And finally,
after studying and examining various sources in this research, while
examining the origin and background of Saturnalia and Mir-e
Nowruzi, it was found that many elements, concepts and themes of
carnival can be identified in both shows.
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In the next phase, it was shown that although Mir-e Nowruzi, like
the Saturnalia festival, was a ceremony for fertility and increasing
blessings in its nature, but with the passage of time, it has gone
through some developments and in its later forms, at the same time, it
is a joyful celebration and a place for laughter. It has been fun and
ridiculous, but in the depth and essence, the critical and protesting
strains of the people are hidden.

Finally, after answering its research questions by examining the
theatrical aspects of Mir-e Nowruzi and also examining some of the
performance methods of the world's contemporary theater and
performance arena, this study emphasized the potential power of plays
such as Mir-e Nowruzi more than before, and specified that this play
can be the basis of performances and theaters whose directors, in
addition to preserving the rich values of Iranian plays, seek to create
new, innovative and completely creative works in line with the needs
of today's Iranian society.

It should also be mentioned that according to the results of this
research, the researchers suggested that, in the first place, due to the
lack of studies in the field of performance, specialized research and
investigation should be considered in the field of theater performance,
because according to the authors, most of the researches carried out in
the field of theater belong to the field of dramatic literature, and the
field of performance has been neglected in comparison with the other
fields of performing arts. In the next place, the authors suggested that
by referring to the rich sources of Iranian plays, studies on how to
revive and update these performance methods should be prioritized by
theater researchers.
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. Wlodzimierz staniewsky
. Tzvetan todorov

. Carnivalization

. Rabelais and his world
. Saturnalia

. Saturn

Saturn

. December

. Macrobius

. lanus

. Hercules

. Pelasgians

. Latium

. Cronia
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. Diocletian

. Danube
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18. Dasius

19. Paris

20. Franz cumont

21. Durostorum

22. Moesia

23. Crassus

24. Surena

25. Jacques de morgan
26. Spect-actor

27. Nikolay okhlopkov
28. Augusto boal

29. Hybridization

30. The storming of the winter palace
31. Nikolai E\evreinov
32. Proletarian

33. Platon mikhailovich kerzhentzev
34.The creative theatre
35.The peoples theatre
36. Romain rolland

37. Adophe appia

38. Edward gordon craig
39. Jacques copeau

40. Reinhard

41. Naturalism

42. Antoine artaud

43. Theatre in the round
44. Stephen joseph

45. End-stages
46.Tyrone guthrie

47. Stratford

48. Grand magic circus
49. Jerome savary

50. Ariane mnouchkine
51. Cirque du soleil

52. Luca ronconi

53. Performance group
54. Richard schechner
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55. Happenings
56. Allan kaprow
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