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The Amber Cow is a legendary creature with special characteristics, H,pmadi%shah?oodut,ac,ir

whose story has a wide reflection in Persian poetry and prose texts, so
that we can recover a sign of it from the oldest sources available to
this day. Of course, despite the age of this legend and the frequent
references to it in various texts and also the wrong understanding of
quiddity of this creature, it is surprising that no befitting research has
been done about this creature. With the aim of investigating the origin,
age and various narratives of its story, as well as determining the
characteristics of this legendary creature based on various sources and
documents, this research has dealt with how the story of this cow is
reflected. The authors have collected the materials related to the
subject by examining various sources, including the books of strange
creatures and narrative, mythology, legends, history, and texts. They
have been categorized and analyzed by descriptive-analytical method
using library study and note taking. Among the findings of this
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research is the presentation of the historical process of the story and its
related changes in the texts of different periods, as well as determining
the identity of this cow and distinguishing it from similar animals and
real sea cows.

Keywords: Aber cow; sea cow; water cow; Persian texts.

Introduction

One of the components of folklore that has a wide reflection in Persian
texts is beliefs about animals, whose origins are mostly mythological,
religious and popular. Talking about these animals and mentioning the
beliefs and stories related to them is very important in transferring
huge cultural concepts and meanings from one period to another.
Many of these legendary animals, along with mythological and
ancient themes, express the kind of thinking of the ancient people.
One of these legendary creatures about which stories have been told is
the amber cow, which has appeared in Iranian culture and language
since ancient ages. This research is how this strange animal and its
many stories are reflected in texts and discussions about it.

Research background

So far, no independent research has been done on this issue and the
only article that can be mentioned is "Amber cow; Cow or Fish?!" by
Pooladi and Aligholizadeh, H. (2021) in which the authors have
proved its nature by mentioning the views of lexicographers,
commentators of literary texts and various Persian sources about the
amber cow. The current research is about the reflection of the story of
this animal and its related topics in Persian texts, which complements
the previous research.
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Framework of Research

This study is a basic research about the reflection of a legendary
creature, named Amber Cow in Persian texts, which was done by the
method of library study and taking notes from various sources. In the
first step, all the evidences and documents related to this cow were
discovered and extracted by studying numerous Persian and Arabic
sources as well as searching in text-oriented corpora, as Persian
Language and Literature Academy of search system (Dadegan). In the
next step, these evidences were reviewed from a historical point of
view, and in the final step, the unique characteristics of this animal
were extracted and recorded; thus, in addition, the differences in the
narratives and its historical process of this story were presented in
detail.

Main Discussion
According to the existing written narratives and legends, the Amber
Cow is a legendary creature that comes out of the sea at night and with
the light of the nightlight gem that it carries with itself, grazes the
fragrant plants on the beach and expels amber from itself. Then, this
cow returns to the sea in the morning by taking the gem. The story of
the Amber Cow, with differences in its components and elements in
the historical process, has been noticed by poets and writers in many
periods and has been used in various literary, philosophical, mystic,
and symbolic texts. Based on these studies and investigations, this
legend is very old. Traces of it can be found in various sources of
early Persian texts: in Tohfa al-Ghraib (written in 485 A.H.): "In that
sea there is water cow, as it come out of the sea at night and graze."
(Haseb Tabari, 1992, p. 132)

The complete version of this legend is found in several important
Persian sources, including Tarsusi's Darabnameh and Rumi's
Mathnavi. According to many texts, this cow is known as water cow,
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sea cow, and amber cow, and living in the sea, grazing at night on the
beach, excreting the amber, and carrying the nightlight gem are among
its most important characteristics. One of its other characteristics is
being fiery: "Fire comes from its nose, so that whatever comes in front
of it, burns.” (Tabrizi, 2017, p. 17).

Conclusion

The findings of this research indicate that this legend, with the
difference in the details of its narration, has a long history and is
mentioned in the first available Persian and Arabic sources, including
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Tabari's History, and its first mention is in
Manouchehri Damghani's Diwan. The most complete and detailed
narration of this legend is in Darabnameh of Tarsusi, which is
mentioned in both volumes with a different narration. Among the
many names of this cow, the name "water cow" is more frequent than
other names, although in literary texts, "Amber cow" is used more.
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