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Baloch folk literature has a great diversity, the major part of which is ,—ahandid‘;h@cm%.ac,ir

poetry. Various types of poetry could be found in all aspects of
people's lives which indicates their public taste for poetry and
literature. Nazénk is one of the oldest aspects of the oral literature of
the Baloch people, which is still prevalent throughout Balochistan and
is sung by Baloch people, especially mothers, describing their
children. According to the available evidence, Nazépk's structure is
similar to a Balochi lullaby. Its content is diverse and mostly a
description of the characteristics that have been considered for worthy
girls and boys in the past. These poems show the pride of mothers and
fathers towards their children, expressing their wishes. These poems
are rhythmic, fluent and eloquent in terms of language which is
significant for literature. There is a rhyme in most of the verses.
Accordingly, the purpose of this research is to introduce a type of
Baloch folk poetry that has not been studied so far. This research has
been done in a fundamental way, based on field research and
descriptive-analytical method.
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Folk poems and songs are samples of the language, expression, and
taste of the people, and they are considered as rich cultural resources
of each nation and people, and an image of the life, culture, and
beliefs of their ancestors.

In the past, poems and songs had an important place in
Balochistan, and people expressed their feelings, desires wishes, love,
and hatred through them. One type of Balochi folk poetry is "Nazenk",
which was more common in the past and many poems in this poetry
are still with us.

Literature Review

Nazépk is a part of Iranian literature that is unknown to Persian
speakers and non-Baloch Iranians. The present study is novel and so
far no research has been done and published in the field of this type of
poetry along with its introduction and analysis. Two Pakistani writers,
Fazl Khaliq (2007, Quetta, Pakistan) in the book Botak Gant Sanj and
Fageer Shad, (2017, Karachi) in the book Durj have collected and
published some of the Balochi Nazépks in Balochistan province of
Pakistan.

Research objectives, Questions, and Hypotheses

These songs express the culture, customs, and social demands of the
Baloch society, especially in the past, and due to their antiquity, they
are very important from the point of view of anthropology and social
history. In addition to presenting and expressing these goals and
hypotheses, the question arises as to how these poems are in terms of
structure and content and what place they have in Balochi literature.

Discussion

Nazenk is the same as the delicate and gentle poem that exists in the
literature of some other Iranian ethnicities. "Lullaby songs are nothing
but caresses of a child, and express the good wishes of the nanny or
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mother for the child" (Zolfagari, 2019, p. 358). The content of these
poems is diverse. The theme of Nazénk is to praise, and describe the
good qualities, honors, and good characteristics of someone, and it is
also used to describe the outstanding and honorable characteristics of
a son or daughter such as bravery, generosity, hospitality, beauty and
ability, and being valuable through with the prayers of mothers and
their wishes for their future.

Nazénk is sung without music and in a melodic or recited way. The
real singers of this type of poetry and songs are often women;
however, these poems are not exclusive to women, and interested and
talented men also memorize and sing them.

Nazénks are girls and boys. The addressing word of the composers
and singers of Nazénk to the girl is with Balochi words such as "Jani",
"Janig", and "Lal". Some other adjectives, Jani and Janig, mean she is
dear and dear like life. The word "Lal" is the same as ruby,
metaphorically meaning beautiful. In boys' Nazénks, the word "Bach”
and other forms of this word "Bachi" and "Bachi™ are used to address
the boy, meaning son.

The main meter of Nazenks is "Maf'ulun, Mafa'ilun, Fa" which is
the metric of Gharib Mosaddas Akhram Majhouf. Almost all Nazenks
are in this metric. Most Nazénks are rhymed, and the rhyme is
sometimes deleted, and a refrain is used to create music.

The content of these poems is diverse, mostly a description of the
characteristics that were considered desirable for a worthy girl and
boy in the past. The beauty of girls, the quantity of the dowry of girls,
service to parents, humiliation, bragging, the way girls dress, and the
wishes of parents are the most important aspects that form the core of
these poems.

Conclusion
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Nazeénk is a genre of Balochi folk poetry and the equivalent of Persian
Nazaava or gentle songs. These poems are all about the proud
descriptions of mothers about their young children. What is important
in Nazenks is that they express the feelings and wishes of parents for
their children to have a desirable life according to social customs and
values. These poems reflect the culture of the people and their social
and economic conditions in the past.

Nazénk, although a genre of folk poetry. despite its simplicity and
fluency, has literary words like the genres of official Balochi poetry.
This poem has a specific structure. Its form is "traditional Balochi" in
terms of rhyme, it is similar to Tawil metric, and in this form, the
composer can change the rhyme wherever he wants. Many of the
Nazeénks that have survived from the past do not have rhymes in some
of the verses, and the reason for this is their orality and the changes
that have occurred in their pronunciation over time. The meter of this
poem is prosodic with the prosodic features of the Balochi language.
Balochi lullabies are in the metric of "Gharib™ and have the same
meter as Balochi lullabies.
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