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Abstract

The current study aimed to provide a "contrastive analysis" of rituals related to
'Mohr Zadan' and 'naming' in Kurdish based on gender factors. Deep interview
method applied to gathering data of an adult educated native woman. Based on
the collected data on this step, a new non-structured group interview was
designed and carried on in a small group of 5 non-educated native speakers
aged 60 to 70.Relying on the conceptual blending theory, the present study
analyses all recorded narrations. The results suggest that Kurdish culture uses
different conceptual inputs- or more significantly- selects different mappings of
the same input to regenerate new conceptual spaces to represent the cultural
values of two genders. In other words, in Kurdy, cultural gender values play a
significant role in conceptual blending.

Keywords: conceptual blending, rituals, naming,birth-giving, Kurdish

1 PhD candidate of linguistics, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Letters and Humanities,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran;

ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000000210975536

2 Corresponding author, assistant professor, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Letters and
Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran;

ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000000223941992; Email: aliizanloo@um.ac.ir

Vol. 15, No. 4, Tome 82
pp. 443-474
September & October
2024



Language Related Research 15(4), September & October 2024, 443-474

1. Introduction

The various rituals and ceremonies that take place in every culture and
subculture are significant examples of how people, by engaging in symbolic
behaviours, create a new or collective concept. Rituala and concept have
meaning not only in the culture, but also has the power to influence and
change a person's life. Based on this, the study of rituals not as mere symbolic
ceremonies, but as meaning-creating models that are effective in the
psychological and cognitive spheres of people is the subject of the upcoming
research. Therefore with a comparative study of the rituals related to birth in
the Kurdish culture of Sorani Sanandaj based on both genders, boys and girls,
we have sought answers to the following questions

Research Question(s)

1. With regard to a common concept such as the birth-giving, what inputs
are used in the Kurdish culture under study to create meaning for each gender?

2. What mappings were made to create a generic and blended space of
rituals related to the birth-giving in the Surani Kurdish culture of Sanandaj for
each gender, and what methods did this culture use to create a blended space?

3. the conceptual blended space around the ritual of the birth-giving in the
studied Kurdish culture for girls and boys with emphasis on what choices
among input elements is formed?

2. Literature Review

Conceptual blending theory (Fauconnier &  Turner, 2002) as the
theoretical framework of this research, has been adopted in various
filed and different topics from news narrating analyses (van Krieken
and Sanders: 2018); and headlines’ implicatures (Barczewska: 2017);
to internet discourse study (Augustyn and Prazmo: 2020) or political
analyses like (Berberovi¢ and Delibegovi¢ Dzani¢: 2020).
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In Iran also this frame work was utilized in many studies like as the
study of Conceptual Blending of War, Hunting and Love in Saadi’s
Ghazals (Asgar Nejhad & Fahgih malek marzban: 2017) or cognitive
narratology and applying the Conceptual Blending Theory to Persian
Folk Tales (Barekat, Rowshan, Mohammad Ebrahimi, Ardebili: 2012);

3. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this research is conceptual blending theory
(Fauconnier & Turner, 2002), which identifies two or more different mental
spaces as inputs and, by examining the mappings between aspects of common
elements selected from each of the two, analyses the way in which the human
mind perceives, deals with, re-understands or re-identifies pre-existing
perceptions, or creates new applications from previous inputs.

4. Methodology

In order to answer the questions of this research, the general structure of the
research is first designed within the framework of a comparative study and
based on the qualitative analysis model. Based on this, the semi-structured
interview method was considered and the desired questions were given to an
educated female speaker whose mother tongue is Sorani Kurdish. The
interviewee was asked to evaluate the interview questions in terms of clarity,
relevance and comprehensibility by 'thinking aloud'. After designing and
modifying the interview questions based on the suggestions made by the
spokesperson, various rituals related to the birth-giving were collected from a
middle-aged female spokesperson by using the in-depth individual interview
method. Then, in order to obtain more information, five illiterate men and
women, aged between 50 and 70, whose mother tongue was Sorani Kurdish
and who conducted their daily conversations in this language, were
interviewed using the "targeted group interview" method. their narration of the
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desired ritual was recorded and continued until saturation point. Finally, the
interviews were transcribed in order to extract and analyse the details related
to the ritual of the birth-giving rituals. It is worth mentioning that the
information was collected in the form of an audio recording with the
knowledge and consent of all the interviewees. At the same time, some
important classifications were also recorded in writing during the interview
and re-evaluated by the interviewees in order to check the accuracy of the
recording or its classification. By transcribing and analysing the data extracted
from the interviews, the concepts related to the ritual of the birth-givinf were
analysed as follows.

5. Results

The analysis of different parts of the rituals related to the birth-giving in the
Surani Kurdish culture of Sanandaj, in response to the first question of the
research, data shows that this culture creates different meanings in same rituals
by choosing two different inputs belonging to the same class to form a
conceptual blended space. For example, choosing two different foods such as
‘walnuts' or ‘crystallised sugar' is effective both in the process of creating the
meaning of the blended space and in the purpose and intention behind the
desired ceremony and ritual. On the other hand, despite the use of this culture
from similar inputs such as "Sureme", "Blessed Object”, "Angels" and
"Mohr", sometimes the selection and representation of different components
of the concepts leads to the creation of a completely different meaning in the
blended space.

Data analysis in response to the second question of the research shows that
the Sorani Kurdish culture of Sanandaj, by selecting different components of
input concepts and creating selective mappings from a set of conceptual
blended space, selects concepts that fit the cultural frame of the child's gender.
In this sense, the selective projection of input elements in the ritual of "Mohr
Zadan" for baby girls is done in line with concepts such as "being beautiful,
patient, pleasant and being liked"; while in the case of a baby boy, this process
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is done by selecting elements such as "being stubborn and resistant, being an
entrepreneur and being a thinker and supporter".

Finally, in answer to the third question of the research, it seems that rituals
in the Surani Kurdish culture of Sanandaj, take account the conceptual frames
that govern the cultural definitions of "good woman" and "good man" and
choose different inputs or choose and represent different aspects of the same
input to create new meanings through this passage. Based on this, the
determining factor of the blended space and conceptual mappings in these
rituals is the "gender cultural frame" that will be effective in all the processes

of "mapping", ""choosing the vital relationship™ and "creating meaning".
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Figure 1: Conceptual blended space as the input 2 for the megablended “Mohr zadan”



¢y

""’Evz'mgf,m‘mrwg)z,Ju‘taw; ‘,*l,,j‘;u,u._eg

2 Ye

RSN T
EETRRAR

St atina] ol (e o5 32l oLt (ol e) ¥ sty
atiaial sl

[CHRIT

FIPRRTREPCEUN PEICIRIY I R
Li sl

\ faat cdsite s fis aaial gliai (NS sl & iy e

et clsilaa 52 452l oLai SE l) e dligas |

B

N

a0y B A

SIS Jaad g Soge s

o il slsi 8

DA Al ) e ol BAT glad VS Y Ui
Figure 2: Megablended “Mohr zadan” for girls

Olslas 4 15 T 0l (55l sgde 8 5t 53 830 (shian 0 (0T 4 AL S ol g 5 Qs Ko 3
HJL}\,&\,J\,&@@J\AL.JSJ:\SAMJW‘}\Q:\AHJljycgl)g&.;‘})@.a’uﬂi‘ﬁq%;lq_,lﬁw
(a s g Bidsal (glind buias JKs aaalie g gane 3l Lol gl oo 438 8 (g2l 5o I Quiis B

29 2ld sn relie 5o sdie ol seis duld 35l O (G Gachea 5 Hlo S L



g

T S el bl flons SKos 5 Ol plel) K5
A f&‘g

052 oolic O @doh esgie sldd Gl pw Koo B S ca oS ke (hbua sede ol
o s ol Lol s oo g (L o sgdo (slidd )l 5 euiSbislans 5 (gulosat (5952 5o
a8 o S5 Alaly cadle 5 1 (g Gl 4isal (5Ll au ol g 50 i (25305 (S5
2088 Josle cald pbliie Lbghin G5y ol s alic 5 JKaie didaal liad Gl culgis
(8350 5 330 Ol 5 o (Ko 5a oSy i« odidn ol b g el o8 liilae
833 (G320 W5 GO Bdal (slusd 5o oS (Sitad ol sllael @508 5y (oaalio wan Gl b
61 55 Salel ey ol L8 Gubead ool o 0, S e L8 OlAT o) 50 Las ol o ad e
Sl 5 @A G saalie sllila € Sl sla e QL 5 0 ald (S5 sla e
(5350 w2558 ((slaEl calladn () 5o castlis slSula 4S5 g o s 5 (55 it IS o el (sils
pae g @ 4 (Sl 3 IS eoa Aol 5ua3 Lo gl o sualiie oS ) shailaa ool (@S s
Sog biilas 5 il SSom Gsp patlie s (pasie sLad aSE alady psie l3L
ans J S S it Ui g ) 5 5 o sismy sl Al oane 4a S 5 ou
el MBS Sy arilyo 50 51 (S5 sladl ales ooy S ytd L 5 588 L1 s Ll 3y 50 )
il sliad o5l s <€ canal (5355 e 5 LIS (598 @S s w58 (Gl Gl edla 0l b o g o
QT&Q:\SJS‘,:G‘&\ﬁmngﬁuJJujlﬁT‘;&JL,Js‘cuaJJS_,Jbm&aj.lo}la&\g.:yiua
OIS oSSt Jale ¥ K ) (s Sesla 5 (ol € i€ go lael 53 15,8 ) 5y S 6,
ostho (Sihol Leaiti oS aas o Ghulad 1) (e Ol bn g sasbibiilae suup 4ol glas

el ey 315990 5 (ladlas &S H3) (g LM wBlsll cadlen S yite & g (slaslas 550



’f‘r‘db/’_))ﬂ 4(/"@%)5 oylads (10 6,95
Eﬂjﬁa

ETER S R P S P

RS

Fisl,

L’:.m.’f

Gl il sl

G 30300 525 ed et ATl gl SAT s 4t T RS

PPN VLR S TN S % R P
£t ey
LR UECE P B P L

ba zale

.
.‘.
s
M
W N
Y
U
Y
WA
L]
LR
| L4
: 5
; L
-
" . LR
n s H
N | L
o H [
i 5 Vol
L 4 H s
v H [
ER | ! ' o1
1 3 1 [
1ol | P
o | i s . . .l
faat cliilan RN QIR - P PR T 11 ; Haat mliilas S50 siial gload WS gl b aluig s i
= = o H L] i
" LAY
gl i IR 5 O
Y 3
\ 3 :

e G

Seel sgatada

YL A Y

ot il 33 S pemam ==

JE s et g

s

mn w00 g B0 SRil
-
BRI T A P

g s 0

A ainaal gl 08

e LS byt ant oliilaa oy

e 555 59 s Gl il (sl (IS Y s

Figure 3: Megablended “Mohr zadan” for boys

ook



¢\

T S el bl flons SKos 5 Ol plel) K5
A fﬁg

Olsieds 9 g0 saalitio 550 Gl 5 Al 4 bogase slagml slagian sla 5o (S5l (i

‘JJ‘JL)OL‘.AB‘SJ‘;(SJ‘K“.\L:&{?JémJ“}g‘»\SJﬁJJJ:FM}}JJJ“SGQJ&&TJJ&JL&M
i (s Sl 35 Cda Gy il p2 0 S G g al g3l daa il s al 5 ke 545 5
1353 Al 31 s, a5 dasn (0 AR 553 S JSAS o gt K AS i g camo ) g1y Al i 1S
Sosesd pul e ol 53 @ g oo pan LS g ol 681 Eaa (LB AL A ey Sadal fie 830
oS sae S blage 31 L8 5 4 wael Lis s a35 w8 jule Sol Bla b 3l yuw al) e«
A 4 Sl JIGE CaY ah sl el s ola S 08 S o o Su S B 8 ik o sals
Olage 58 4 5abe al g3l ik Sl (4S50 g s Cddas (o sie ( saetas BT SN FQEN P
Sl ) 53158 4S €l (gl ol iy i 308 (@l Doy 5 a8 g0 olad 5o S) diag o g0 K S
Al Al JIxia By 1y g e sols 5 S Laglage el s 53 ol (sline 55l 5 8055 (5350 lago
5 OIS el san] o 40 By (S Dk OS5 iy 5 Oy 5 S (Sidas
saaliiio i s (SlAS gl b Gl Gl 50 4ea Gl b @Bl caugla 5 el 5 5 iy
Olaly s L;Jlﬁf.l.\ Sl el Gadidie ) s dabias Gl Glyl o Sl (Jlie o)) gieds 0 gl oo
S s 5 Caned (5 Ay Al AMA 1 e 1Sy (Sillia 18, oo Ioal (Soliie S aat b A0
oo ba sl j3a0 sadal gie 530 g Sh it (SUssy (Sssah 5 055y 6J4§°4 U (paon
Al S aS 0 gt oo sualine il didly gy sloansl g cpdigy ool B il co (280 5 cuus
pd 5 il pedie S i an B 018 o Ua Gialacias S 5 ul)y 0 B0 Hu wdl jias
saalitie Tasae w30 sy sl 28T LB 50 ol o) 53 S0 ke & sl L sl o
3 1o 35 GaB s 5 O (slas,aub) ol 5007 ol BB o RalS la b by oo
@l g (S G 55 Waglege 3l (aldy (B 5o e dle 4 58 e LI 4a s ause
Al By AT (EAlSA 530 4 )5 A8 5 (piedly it (2 48 5 5§ S )1 A o) S K
tay 59 oS (A al)ss) islas Loy« Y Al Bl 5 a5 Gud Jlaie s silal
5 B8 et 5 Lu) Su S sl 5o B dias o Sl S aa Laglege 0 shivas 5 0, e ol



v

DL LT 5 e AY ) £ oyl 10 )0 Sl &
E"‘lﬁ Ve

plad 4 9 s 00 Sl Ha sy (solle 855, A yias ul) s las Ha (i (ol 5o @l s s B
09 Sl adie 4a3lin adl L) 5 G g0 (e ol g sai] o B e oo ol lage
@i go (Hlody (s 5luusn 52 aal o (518 5 BB 53 (S S (S ald loaae d SO acl 50
ol 5 oal oSS o Su S sl plid s 5 ooa loal 6l alls s30T 5 de 2 SV
GJM?W%‘QJ&LJMJ‘,JJJJ}:«{‘JYA.AGS\)JAZJLAJJ‘ouly‘}aa‘,ul.:‘,y'uu_j
Shsa g g0 @ slite oo ggio (sLdd gu maln o o 9438 S 13 suliienl o 5o a3 o) g0 Gyl
JlacnS (350 b (sdie i s Sl (slo g0 e 0l 55 (s18AL a0 Gllagae 40 pluaal
$1aal 5, € 15 S8 ol o€l sk T i g el Sia b T ke calid tlisle U L 45
el Cpl o ge (Slol Olwsa sl (b e dslae 5 e (Sl Al 5 oS Ll Shsa Gia
5399 S ilan 4 0 g oo S8 5 8 gle oy (5850 (S 5S salacunl ol 4S gl g
FA s 5508 4S s o aslidas BB Ll 5 S8 wa ca 5 o8 @ iy Al )
25 St Ol g sad suliil 55 m Sa 2T sleule ol sieds L doass
S o 1SB (55 e
pda 0 00 S0 oliabe las sl ey 5 A0 uld S G alre Gol Dol s s sdle
sbad o)l alasgon Glsieds al o cpl 53 s 15 5 laaldl S Al maa (JBe (5150 0o 0a o
sLas (SIS i so (90 S 8 s300 (SLAS 305 5 (Cd 900 QB (sla S35 Sl gt b adsa]
Jallo 5o el iae (b8 5 il 5 T Gl 4S 0 5 o (S g sy g o gl ey Bl
a5y el Glsieds K geda Al pulead s ¢ Aliiy 5 Lacas (Bal)T g @ 5320 555050
9 35 g0 850553 5 5380 4 llage 8 9Dl (il oKL S o wSB (s 3y o see s Tasme e 50
5 oi s Laline ) B5lou puse Ciom oS ST 31 aa il Ay b 530 a8 )
eldipn 4 B oS Gly ol 5 Gaond Glas 5l Ol Dol 5 pase ol 36 sl o gy
5 slotae 5 e Ay 5 4SS LS (a5, 5 o g Gaand gl A S g 9 gl B ne

((J:\SL;AQ‘:\:\)BJ‘Q:JT))J«)S.AJO\}A‘)ﬁ‘zd)od);)))g ¢L;:LoJ§J)mS£JJ¢wl:\§JQ@4LLA):\J



L"E 5 s (Sl folons Koo 5 O plg) 3"‘

A S

S e 4S5 (55 (Rt ph i ol gieds (sl ge puse pdi 5o SRS S G KD
4:.;:\3;1 5

lisays g Sy 995 Kiajd Hu oy WS b lasse slagml Gibiae slagiay Julas
uuﬁ."@y‘)d&A)sui‘is@-u‘u.igm.ium‘ﬁ\skdJ‘qu.uxMc.a.uLJ_JJ‘C;.\:‘MAQA;LL
slad Hu S oliie (slaline (5,8 K Cian g0 ileud 4l S 4 3laie 4 (Al ulus 950 50 AL
.;33\_,5‘,4‘u’«(QL_Q»Q((\,Jﬂ»g,&a\,&héb\,&\,.:?&lU&Ql\,&cp..}\,&ww\,@é@fﬂg_‘J
s S5 S usse Gl g peul e sty o Gl o 5 Baa L aa  Gdael sluad sliae 3lA
‘su;»‘«u)y.u»Qﬁuﬁmgu.ﬂﬁiﬂ_}\‘S/LAJéL‘,;\lul.s'ﬂu\dj_;jl._s‘@K‘Pé.:‘}l.dﬁw
ol 5 aline ghial Slasl 5 GauiS ae FIA ulyd 5o (e cedlen 5 (KL I «S Huis
8 dags (uadle HISe Sy 51 5 Gun S Lo 4S aly o g Soy Dl da S 4SS el ol (e
A cia Lol s 99 (550 32 e Ol a5 (gl @al g anil 5o S g @aly S5 Son L3l
(Sl LA b g sud fpolis o sl8 (gl (I8 ) bacy 55 sud 31A (gline (o g oo s0liu) yuuy g
sl Lo gosme 5 B ol (Iaadisa (ol (s pamalie (JS Ol eia Al o SAs 4
Q.A;\.Au.o uﬁ:\;\_}g —a 9o ‘ﬁ""“)‘“b:‘ﬂ.)d (S d) 9&3‘45&[;_}4 :JJ.‘.:LL;A J_}‘J (ge C)Lj'u))":;%m“-
3 g oo Ll 5 IS S 5 (555100 D5 S LB s
S S Siajs € cul (o Suiass i (a5 pgd Gl 4 faly Ho lassls a3
sldd de gane K 3 (AT slacialSS slaal 5 alai s axalie 3 Al glhal G L pai
Sligs0 oo aSla (Sia s B L Babsie alie (R3S 4 i Liae I8 w50 e sphe Tl
o Ol oo sl g0 sualie AT K818 (Kia s oplyo ine (ol 4 i) oo (W58 Cucdiay
&:JJ\}-LA((OJ\}:\JL-H%JJ\}AJJ;‘A;\JJ&&J\”J\S:HA‘@[:E;))O\}%wfﬁuﬁl—}\w((\)ﬁ.ﬁd‘b}od;
‘:JGAJCA.A.A.H)M))Qﬁ&ﬂ&u@ﬁg%‘ﬁuﬂ‘cﬂdbyuaijﬁL’J‘AJJ‘J‘);SL’.A

4_}.6‘.“‘#‘)4\5(‘)I.ILA.H‘C)ﬂ“):\.«i‘):s‘;ﬂs:)‘)\,m«‘:)d\”L;AlAJ‘)SA:\AJ‘C)J\”J[SJ%_\.‘.AS%_\ALAA‘C)J\%



¢4

""’Emmg/',,wmrwl,,)zUunow; P sl Lo

JJ
2 o

A 538 S 1850 b apatiien (35 ges (59 K858 50 g au s oo SR (B8535 o ges Sl g
L s olite (slaulas sy (i3S 4 s (oA 500 5 (O O (S8 sl 5 Sl o sgde
lalias G @ 53a, ool 5 5 su) Gauel slad Hu pualis 3 Ade spay alaidl 5 oA
el 59 oo sehe LASBIS 5 it (glind ol B s Jale (uliad Gl oo i3l s 0 w53
3 5 (aba aly OLATh wealn slanil i ol 5o 4S 80 g (i (Sia 58 LIy Lag,w]

B g a8l g S350 (Line

Lacad g3 o3 Y
OLoa S sSian (IS S S SIS g0 0 6,Saa H 15w (Shasu g Gulae GBS sl )
ol fasd pila e 50 5 Ol ol 5 lasals (g5l (gu Baee Lablias ju oS,a blags
50 el il s Lasals (a8 s 5 s Hu Guslim 8 S LG g0 (s S
conceptual blending
input
mapping
change
similarity
time
space
cause-effect
10. vital relation
11. ritual
12. meaning making
13. blending
14. input space
15. Identity
16. whole-part vital relation
17. analogy
18. disanalogy
19. intention
20. Simplex network
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21. mirror network

22. single-scope network

23. double-scope network
24. frame

25. composition

26. compeletion

27. elaboration

28. (re) inventing

29. general conceptual organization
30. think aloud protocol

31. Individual deep interview
32. focus group interview

33. megablend
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