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Accepted:2024/07/17 - Mosques, as a third place, have had various functions since the beginning of Islam
until today. Apart from prayers and rituality, these religious and cultural places
have always played a significant role in socio-cultural affairs and strengthening
high human ideals. The purpose of the current research is to explain the role of
mosques as a third place in the social sustainability of Khorramabad city. The
research method is descriptive-analytical and survey type. The statistical sample of
the research includes 150 citizens of Khorramabad city, who were surveyed in a
simple random way using Sample Power software. SPSS26 and AMOS24 software
were applied for data analysis. The results of the single-sample T-test of the research
showed that mosques with an average of 2.92 have an inconsiderable role in the
social stability of Khorramabad city. Also, the results of the second-order factor
model of the research showed that among the studied dimensions, the political-
cultural dimension with a load factor of 0.98 has the most impact and the social and
economic dimension with a load factor of 0.42 has the least impact in Khorramabad
city. Finally, the results of the analysis of the course of the structural model of the
research showed that achieving social sustainability through mosques in
Khorramabad city by improving the effective indicators in the six dimensions of
social capital, social interactions and increasing the sense of bonding, free
exchanging the opinions and votes, strengthening social solidarity and
strengthening morale. With weighted covariance of 0.49, 0.48, 0.47, 0.42, 0.32 and
0.19 is conceivable.
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_ Religious-Cultural Places as a Third Place

Extended Abstract

Introduction

ublic spaces encompass a wide array of locations, such as streets and urban squares, where

various elements like physical surroundings, behaviors, emotions, and interactions
converge to foster an environment conducive to freedom, democracy, and social inclusion
for the formation of a cohesive community. The primary objective of the present study is
to explore the significance of mosques as communal spaces in contributing to the socio-
cultural sustainability of Khorramabad city. In this vein, we endeavor to address the
following inquiries: What role do mosques play as a third place in promoting social
cohesion in Khorramabad city? Which particular dimension holds greater importance
among the sustainability indicators and components in Khorramabad city? How do the
components and indicators of mosque sustainability relate within the scope of this
research?

Methodology

The present study is characterized as a descriptive and analytical inquiry concerning its
pragmatic aim, methodological approach, and overall generalizability, which aligns it with
a survey design. The requisite data and information for this study were gathered utilizing
both library and field techniques. Utilization of the SPSS26 software facilitated data
analysis, while descriptive and inferential statistical analyses (specifically, T-test) were
employed based on the scale of measurement of the variables. In the process of identifying
the nature and extent of the relationship among the various factors influencing social
sustainability, the technique of structural equation modeling was implemented through the
utilization of AMOS23 software. The study focused on the residents of Khorramabad city
as the statistical population, with particular attention to the research topic concerning the
hypotheses' nature. To determine the necessary sample size, Sample Power software was
employed, leading to an examination of 150 individuals as the research sample. An
assessment of the research tool's reliability was conducted using Cronbach's alpha
coefficient, revealing a calculated alpha value of 0.784 for the research variables,
indicating a satisfactory level of reliability.

Results and discussion

The outcomes indicated that the mosques within Khorramabad city minimally impact the
social stability of said city, necessitating the development of strategic revisions at both the
administrative and operational levels. Moreover, the results from the examination of the
research trajectory unveiled that, within the scope of the study, the political and cultural
aspect exhibited the most substantial influence, with a factor loading of 0.98, succeeded
by the religious-educational, social, and economic aspects with factor loadings of 0.73
and 0.42, respectively. These entities are situated in Khorramabad city. The outcomes
derived from the structural model of the study indicate that the impact of mosque
parameters on the social sustainability of Khorramabad city is both positive and
statistically significant. Specifically, the findings reveal that enhancing social capital by a
factor of 0.36, promoting social interactions and fostering a sense of belonging by 0.34,
facilitating the open exchange of opinions and votes by 0.30, reinforcing the spirit of social
solidarity by 0.23, and nurturing collective spirit by 0.14, all contribute to the social
stability of Khorramabad city.

Conclusion

Mosques are revered as sacred places in the eyes of the divine, with Muslims mandated
to revere and engage in prayer within their confines. In contemporary society, these
religious edifices hold significance as emblematic representations of Islamic
communities, serving as pivotal centers for societal interaction and the dissemination of
cultural and civilizational values. Their enduring presence contributes to the cultivation
of auditory and visual aesthetics, facilitates social engagement, advocates for equitable
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principles, and fosters unity and communal solidarity. The society and its audience
demonstrate significant effectiveness; Upon examining the historical context of Islam, it
becomes evident that a majority of the religious, political, and cultural communities
originated within the mosque; Essentially, the continuity of Islamic culture with regards
to its dynamism and mobility has been entrusted to these religious-cultural hubs, which
have significantly shaped the civilizational trajectory of Islamic Iran over an extensive
period. The foundational framework of the forthcoming study is rooted in the concept of
the "third place" proposed by the American sociologist Ray Oldenburg, which the author
juxtaposed with one of the prominent attributes of Iranian Islamic urban areas - the
mosque, leading to several insightful deductions. Consequently, recommendations are put
forth to enhance, socialize, and reinvigorate the pivotal role of mosques within the city of
Khorramabad.
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Table 1- Indicators and indicators used in the research (Source: Authors)
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Figure 1- Geographical location of Khorramabad city
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Figure 2- Estimation of sample size based on power in Sample Power software (Source: research findings)
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Table 2- Shows the frequency distribution of the research questionnaires in the three regions of Khorram Abad city
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Figure 3- Map shows the spatial distribution of mosques in Khorramabad city (Source: authors)
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Table 3. The results of the Kolmogorov—Smirnov test to check the acceptability of the indicators' normality (source:
research findings)
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Table 4- One-sample T-test of the role of mosques on the social sustainability of Khorram Abad city (source:
research findings)
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Figure 4- Average indicators investigated in the research (source: research findings)
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Figure 5- Confirmatory factor analytical model in standard coefficient estimation mode (Source: research findings)
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Table 5- The main fit indices of structural equation modeling of the research (Source: Research findings)
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Table 6- Fit indices of the final research model (Source: research findings)
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Figure 6- It shows the role of mosque variables on the social sustainability of Khorramabad city (Source:
Research findings)
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