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Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor, entrepreneurial skills, attitudes, and
behaviors can be taught and acquired. Entrepreneurship education plays a crucial role in shaping
attitudes, skills, and the culture of entrepreneurship from elementary school onwards. Therefore,
childhood is an ideal period for fostering a deep entrepreneurial mindset. Since identifying and
stimulating talents and skills to enhance entrepreneurial attitudes and behaviors is a goal of
entrepreneurship education, educational programs at the elementary level should be designed to
raise awareness and strengthen attitudes toward entrepreneurship. Children who receive
entrepreneurship education are significantly more likely to develop thinking skills than others.
Thus, this study aims to conceptualize the role of job and career education’s role in improving
sixth-grade students' entrepreneurial attitudes in the Farg district of Darab County.

Research Method

This research is applied in purpose and quasi-experimental in method, using a pretest-posttest
design with a control group. The statistical population includes sixth-grade female students in
the Farg district of Darab County. For sampling, two classes of 30 students were selected
purposefully, representing the target community's climatic, familial, and educational
characteristics. The research data were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire
assessing entrepreneurial attitudes. Descriptive and inferential statistics were used for data
analysis, including univariate covariance analysis, paired and independent T-tests, and repeated
measures ANOVA with homogeneity of intragroup variance using Levene's and Shapiro-Wilk
tests for normality distribution.

Results and Discussion

The study's findings confirm the positive and significant impact of job and career education on
self-esteem, achievement motivation, personal control, creativity and innovation, risk-taking,
and opportunity recognition in strengthening the entrepreneurial attitudes of sixth-grade students
in the Farg district of Darab. Comparing the effect size, equivalent to the squared correlation
(r2), indicates that overall, a few percent of the changes in post-test scores in various
components are attributable to job and career education. It was found that the elements of risk-
taking creativity and innovation, with an effect size of 11.1%, self-esteem (6.5%), personal
control (2.6%), and achievement motivation (1%), were most influenced by job and career
education.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The research findings confirm job and career education's positive and significant impact on
developing entrepreneurial attitudes among sixth-grade students in the Farg district of Darab.
Based on the results, it can be concluded that job and career education significantly contributes
to entrepreneurial growth, including increased risk-taking, creativity, and innovation. These
findings can help improve educational policies and programs based on entrepreneurship and be
used to enhance these skills in students. Regarding the impact of job and career education on
entrepreneurial attitude components, the following points can be considered; The impact of job
and career education on achievement motivation was less than that of other components. This
might be due to the strong influence of society and the social environment, family factors, and
educational status on this component. Individuals' interpretations of success vary, ranging from
grades to personal goals. Parents play a significant role in shaping and influencing the concept
of success. The weakness in personal control among students may stem from a lack of
reinforcement of control skills during childhood. Factors such as parental influence, lack of
independence, inability to face challenges, and environmental impacts can hinder the
development of these skills, leading to an inability to manage oneself and cope with problems.
Students' self-esteem depends on multiple factors, including time, job familiarity, and parental
roles. Values and culture in the place of residence also affect it. However, in disadvantaged
areas, these facilities are rarely available, and girls are often restricted in expressing their
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capabilities, leading to inadequate self-esteem. This research used innovative teaching methods
to enhance students' creativity and innovation. These methods, especially by linking textbook
concepts with new approaches and actions, increased students' ability to process new ideas and
were well-received. Regarding risk-taking, this research included programs like teaching
concepts of profit and loss in mathematics, creating markets, and running mushroom cultivation
workshops. These activities introduced students to business concepts, fostering business skills,
independence, and courage. Future research could explore developing methods such as courses
to increase self-esteem based on psychological tests and teaching entrepreneurship concepts.
Additionally, involving school counselors and familiarizing students from Farhangian
University with entrepreneurial education methods and concepts are recommended as two
effective educational strategies.
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