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The issue of “narcotics and psychoactive substances in prisons”
is one of the most complex problems that highlights the failures
of policymakers, who have consistently tried to manage the
illicit use and distribution of drugs in prisons through strict
control plans and treatment programs. This article aims to
return to the main issue and ask: How does the dark underbelly
of the prison cope with drugs? Why is the issue of drugs
constantly discussed in prison policies? And despite the
significant resources invested in their elimination, we are still
hesitant to say that some successes have been achieved. The
necessity of the discussion is to the extent that we know that in
most criminal justice systems, most prisoners are directly or
indirectly imprisoned for drug-related crimes, and therefore the
issue of managing and controlling the distribution of drugs in
prisons is of fundamental importance. The article responds
using a descriptive-analytical method, asserting that the issue
surrounding the economy of drugs in prisons reductively
attributes all policy failures to market-based economics. In
contrast, critical theories, drawing on the concepts of power
and resistance, bring the unknown aspects of drugs in prisons
closer to understanding. The dialectic of power and resistance
never portrays these ineffective policies as victorious, and for
this reason, programs outside of prison are exceedingly
important. Decriminalization for users, petty offenders, and
those who steal low-value property, along with efforts to shift
societal preferences towards lower-risk drugs, are among the
most significant assets.
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