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Abstract

Objective: How to compensate for the services and promote the scientific level of academic staff as the
most important input in the process of knowledge and technology production has always been in the focus
of attention of those involved. Iranian universities are no exception to this rule, and regulations for the
promotion of their faculty members have been approved and announced for implementation. The last
regulation in this field was approved in 2014 and its implementation has become mandatory since 2015.
The aim of the present research was to analyze the pathology of the regulations for the promotion of
academic staff members based on the views and experiences of experts in the field of humanities.

Methodology: The research approach was qualitative and a semi-structured interview tool including 4
guestions was used. The statistical population of the research includes experts in the field of humanities
working in various educational and research units of Shahid Beheshti University, who had at least 5 years
of executive management experience in the university. The selection of the sample has been done in a
targeted way until reaching theoretical saturation. At the end, 25 people participated in the research. Data
coding was carried out using foundational data theory in three stages.

Findings: The research findings showed that 381 primary concepts (open codes), 117 core codes and 15
selective codes (dimensions) were extracted. The dimensions obtained from the problem include 2
models. The first model includes 10 selected categories in the field of pathology of the regulations for the
promotion of academic faculty members in the field of human sciences and its challenges, and the second
model focuses on providing solutions for the improvement of the regulations for promotion of academic
faculty members, including 5 optional categories.

Discussion and conclusion: Analyzing of the current situation of the promotion regulation, it appears
that the uniformity of the promotion regulation and the dominance of the quantitative and bureaucratic
approaches are among the main weaknesses of this regulation. Therefore, due to the existence of different
fields of science, the modification and revision of the current content of the promotion regulations cannot
achieve the necessary effectiveness for the field of humanities compared to other fields (especially basic
sciences and engineering) in universities and in the higher education system in order to respond to the
needs of society. Therefore, it is suggested that the compilation of different regulations appropriate to
different fields of science should be taken into consideration.

Keywords: Pathology, promotion regulations, humanities, higher education, qualitative approach
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