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1. Introduction
Gibran Khalil Gibran, a renowned Lebanese writer and artist of the 19th and 20th centuries born in
Lebanon, has authored numerous literary works in Arabic and English. In addition to his books, his
valuable paintings are also prominently featured throughout his works. Among his extensive
collection of prose and poetry, notable pieces include "Tears and Smiles," "Rebellious Spirits,"
"Typhoons," "Wings," "The Prophet," "The Insane," and "al-Mawakib". Each of Gibran's works
showcases the prowess, skill, genius, and tact of a thoughtful writer. Particularly noteworthy is his
beautiful ode "al-Mawakib," which holds a special and privileged place. The eloquence of the
language, literary taste, sincerity of intentions, and rich emotions imbue this lengthy verse with a
unique charm. Furthermore, "al-Mawakib" features a distinctive structure characterized by recurrent
refrains. Given the close relationship between literature and language, which share many common
features, and recognizing literature as a special form of language, our focus is on shedding light on
the linguistic specifications of Gibran's recurrent refrains and analyzing them from a linguistic
perspective.
2. A brief note of previous works
Dhaifallah (2015), in his master's thesis titled "Elements of Stylistic Formation in the Poem 'Al-
Mawakib' by Gibran Khalil Gibran (A Stylistic Approach),” presented at Kasdi Merbah University
in Algeria, examined the phonetic, syntactic, and semantic structures of this poem and analyzed its
characteristics accordingly. Boujemaa (2017), in her doctoral dissertation titled "Characteristics of
the Syntactic Structure in the Poem 'Al-Mawakib' by Gibran Khalil Gibran," analyzed the structural
aspects of the poem and examined the use of emphasis techniques, linguistics, syntactic
combinations, and rhetorical techniques in this poem. Ghaniya (2017), in his master's thesis titled
"The Aesthetic Formation of Rhythm in the Poem 'Al-Mawakib' by Gibran Khalil Gibran," presented
at Aboubakr Belkaid University in Algeria, investigated the phonetic and musical characteristics of
the poem, analyzing aspects of repetition, meter, and rhyme. lbrahim Mustafa (2018), in an article
titled "The Aesthetics of Contrast in the Poem 'Al-Mawakib' by Gibran Khalil Gibran," published in
the Journal of the Faculty of Arts at Port Said University, explored the phenomenon of contrast in
this poem, considering it the most prominent stylistic feature. The author believes that Gibran's real
world contrasts with his unattainable dreams, and Gibran skillfully uses this contrast to express his
thoughts. Mohammed Najm (2021), in an article titled "The Interplay of Artistic Imagery and Its
Techniques in the Poem 'Al-Mawakib' by Gibran Khalil Gibran," emphasized the importance of art
and imagery in the poem. The research concludes that nature plays a significant role in Gibran's
artistic depiction, and he uses imagination to convey spiritual concepts through sensory and natural
elements. Sabayard (1998), in a book titled "From the Reed's Flute: A Critique and Analysis of the
Poem 'Al-Mawakib'," translated by Mohammad Sadeq Shariat, addressed the characteristics of the
poem and provided an explanation and analysis. Sharifpour and Golestani Hatkani (2015), in an

article titled "An Archetypal Critique of the Poem 'Al-Mawakib' Based on Jung's Archetypes,"
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examined the archetypes of the mother, paradise, mandala circle, journey, forest, circle, reed, and the
poet's imaginary journey to the forest.

3. Theoretical framework

Halliday's Functional Grammar, also known as Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG), was developed
by the British linguist Michael Halliday. This approach to grammar emphasizes the way language
functions in social contexts and how it is used to achieve specific purposes. Unlike traditional
grammar, which focuses on the rules and structures of language, SFG examines how language
operates in real-life  communication. Key Concepts of Halliday's Functional Grammar:
Metafunctions: Halliday identified three main functions that language serves, known as
metafunctions:

A) Ideational Metafunction: This relates to the expression of content and the representation of the
external world and inner experiences. It involves processes (verbs), participants (nouns), and
circumstances (adverbials).

B) Interpersonal Metafunction: This deals with social interactions and relationships. It includes
elements like mood, modality, and personal pronouns, which help speakers convey their attitudes and
engage with listeners.

C) Textual Metafunction: This focuses on the organization of the text, ensuring that it is coherent
and cohesive. It involves themes, rhemes, and information structure, which guide how information
is packaged and linked in discourse. Halliday's Functional Grammar provides valuable insights into
the dynamic nature of language, highlighting how grammatical choices are influenced by and
contribute to effective communication in various social contexts.

4. Research methodology

In recent centuries, several renowned linguists have emerged, four of whom have spearheaded major
revolutions in linguistics. The first scientific revolution occurred in the eighteenth century with
William Jones, an Englishman who made significant contributions to historiographical linguistics.
The second revolution, in the nineteenth century, was led by Ferdinand de Saussure in the field of
constructivist linguistics. The third revolution, founded by Noam Chomsky in the twentieth century,
focused on reproductive syntax, emphasizing the form of language. In contrast, the fourth revolution,
pioneered by British linguist Michael Halliday living in Australia, took a functionalist and role-
oriented approach, emphasizing the text and texture of language and considering the form of language
as a subset. Functional linguistics, as an approach to linguistics, places emphasis on context and the
social roles of language. Halliday outlines three steps for analyzing linguistic communication: 1-
Situational context; 2-Semantic system; 3-Grammatical lexical system. The semantic system
indicates that grammar has a meaning-based foundation, encompassing three metafunctions:
ideational, interpersonal, and textual. The current research, utilizing the descriptive-analytical
method, aims to examine Gibran Khalil Gibran's ode "al-Mawakib" with an interpersonal

metafunction approach and address the following questions:
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1. Given the interpersonal metafunction, what is the semantic continuity of "al-Mawakib" refrains?
2. What are the stylistic features of "al-Mawakib" refrains from the perspective of interpersonal
metafunction?

3. What effect do layers such as mood-revealing tools, polarity, and time have on the transmission
of Gibran's intended meaning?

4. Upon analyzing the verses, it becomes evident that the present tense is predominantly used in the
refrains. This tense choice aims to render facts tangible, objective, and real to the audience,
depicting actions taking place or occurring in the future.

Across these verses, the imperative mood stands out with a remarkable frequency, followed by the
indicative mood. The use of the indicative mood acquaints the audience with the poet's thoughts and

the external world, alleviating any monotony in experiencing the poem and enhancing enthusiasm

for it. The verb "A'teni (=give me)" is frequently used in these refrains, directly addressing the
addressee and encouraging action, particularly in playing the reed. Gibran's repetition of "A'teni al-

Nai wa Ghanne (give me the reed and play it)" emphasizes his beliefs in the significance of the reed

as a key to immortality and permanence. These refrains encompass all six axes considered by Gibran
(the axis of good, the axis of religion, the axis of justice, the axis of science, the axis of happiness,

the axis of the description of forest and nature), highlighting the simplicity and purity represented by
"reed" songs. The poem's general concepts encompass two dialogues, contrasting the realities of
social life with the idealized life of the forest.

5. Conclusion

The results show that the poet expresses his material and abstract experiences by using different moods:
indicative, injunctive, imperative, interrogative, optative, and positive polarity; and with a high frequency
of indicative and injunctive moods, he gives the audience the information of problems of human society;
also he emphasizes its findings in various ways to convince the audience, and invites them to play the
"reed" by using the imperative mood and he believes that the "reed" songs are the key to immortality and
happiness. Gibran goes on to describe his visionary "forest", with negative polarity to indicate that society
does not have problems in the forest environment, and through an optative mood he wishes people to live

in such a place.
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