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Abstract

Sogdian tale of Rostam, among non-religious texts, and five tales
from Manichaean Sogdian texts are selected to be examined and
compared. Selected structures for Word order analysis of this
research based on Dryer's the "branching direction theory"
(BDT). The BDT based on consistent ordering of phrasal and non-
phrasal elements. Verb patterners are non-phrasal (nonbranching,
lexical) categories and object patterners are (branching)
categories. According to the BDT, the word order correlations
reflect a tendency to be right-branching or left-branching. To
study the word order in these texts, 28 features are standardized
according to Correlation and Non-correlation pairs of Dryer and
24 features of Dabir-Moghaddam. 722 pairs of elements are found
in Sogdian tale of Rostam and five Manichaean Sogdian tales, 369
pairs are right-branching and 353 pairs are left-branching. So,
according to the BDT the word order correlations of these texts
reflect tendency to right-branching more than left-branching. Out
of 240 pairs of elements found from Rostam tale, 152 pairs are
right-branching and 88 pairs are left-branching, and out of 482
pairs of elements found from five Manichaean Sogdian tales, 217
pairs are right-branching and 265 pairs are left-branching.
Therefore, based on the BDT, the word order of Rostam tale is
"right-branching” and the the word order of the five Manichaean
Sogdian tales are "left-branching"” with a slight difference.
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