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Abstract

Clitics, as a subtype of bound morphemes, can be treated as syntactic words. However, they are morphologically
dependent on a word with which they make up a morphological unit. This study attempts to describe and analyze
clitics in Gilaki (Eshkevarat dialect) by employing a battery of tests proposed in the literature. The data for the
present study come from the linguistic intuition of one of the authors and a number of existing written sources. Then,
all the bound morphemes were described and analyzed employing phonological, morphological, and syntactic tests.
Under Kalavens’s approach (1982, 1985), one can say that as all clitics in Gilaki attach to the end of the base, hence
they count as enclitics. Eshkevarat Gilaki contains eleven clitics, nine of which are special clitics and 2 of them are
simple ones.
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Introduction
Clitics are similar to words in some respects, and similar to affixes in some other respects. Besides, they are regarded as
bound morphemes that are neither phonologically nor syntactically independent when occur on the preceding word and
form a syntactic unit with it. Consider the following example from the Persian language:
1)

Ali ketab-o xarid

Ali book-Acc buy-PST-3SG

‘Ali bought the book.’

In sentence (1), the bound morpheme ‘-0’ attached to the word ‘book’ is a case of a clitic. These elements must
necessarily be attached to a base, known as the host, because they are not phonologically independent. Given the
attachment direction, if the word is attached to the beginning of a host, it is considered as a "proclitic" and if it is
attached to the end, it counts as an "enclitic”. In addition, clitics can fall into the following groups based on their
distribution and the distribution of their fully-fledged counterparts:

1) Simple clitics: This group of clitics has the same distribution as their fully-fledged forms do, and their semantic
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and phonetic connection with the fully-fledged counterparts is clear and transparent. For example, the enclitic /-o/
meaning "and" in Persian counts as a simple suffix.

2) Special clitics: These types of clitics either lack a fully-fledged counterpart or the distribution of the dependent
form does not match that of the fully-fledged form. In Persian, the indefinite morpheme /-i/ and bound pronominals are
considered as special conjunctions. The indefinite marker lacks a fully-fledged counterpart, and the distribution of the
pronominals does not match that of the fully-fledged form, and they are in complementary distribution in some cases
(Shaghaghi, 1996: 145; Zwicky, 1977 cited in Spencer 1991: 376).

This research aims to describe and analyze the clitics of the Gilaki language (Eshkevarat dialect) in the framework
of the approaches proposed in Zwicky and Pullum (1983), Kalavens (1982) and Shaghaghi (1996). The Gilaki language
is one of the languages of the Caspian Sea, belonging to the northwestern Iranian languages (Rezai Baghbidi, 2001, p. 4).
Despite the fact that there have been certain research on Gilaki language and its dialects such as Christensen (1995) and
Rastorgueva, et al. (2016) who have examined the bound morphemes, still scant attention has been paid to the study of
clitics of the Gilki language employing phonological, morphological, and syntactic tests.

Materials and methods

The objective of this research is to identify, describe and analyze the clitics in Gilaki. In doing so, the data are collected
using the linguistic intuition of one of the authors and a number of existing written sources. Then, we describe and
analyze the clitics employing phonological, morphological (dependency, blocking affixation, distribution, accidental
gap) and syntactic (ellipsis under identity rule, movement rule) tests. In addition, we attempt to distinguish all identified
clitics from words and affixes.

Discussion of the results and conclusion

Having applied phonological, morphological, and syntactic tests, we can conclude that there are 11 clitics in Gilaki
language (Eshkevarat dialect), of which 9 clitics are special and 2 of them are simple ones. As all these clitics are
attached to the end of the base, they are regarded as enclitics. All the identified clitics are dependent elements and
therefore, they are different from words. In addition, these bound elements are all attached to the end of phrases rather
than words, that is to say, they can be distinguished from affixes.

Employing tests including distribution, accidental gap, and ellipsis under identity, we argued that the clitics of
Eshkevarat Gilaki can be attached to bases belonging to different syntactic categories and there is no accidental gap in
attaching the clitics to the hosts. Besides, some clitics can be elided under ellipsis under identity.

Eshkevart Gilaki Gilki basically lacks a writing system, therefore most of the clitics do not have a fully-fledged
counterpart. It is worth noting that the results of this research cannot be generalized to other dialect of Gilaki because
according to the literature on Gilaki, Gilaki dialects exhibit phonological, morphological, and syntactic differences. The
findings of this research can be used in the typology of the clitics of Iranian and similar languages. Investigating the
historical changes of these clitics can be one of the interesting topics for future research.
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Table 1-Possessive adjectives in eshkevarat gilaki

mi  kitav ame kitav
my book our book
tikitav feme  kitav
your book your book
unakitav ufona  kitav
his/her book their book
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Table 2-Possessive Pronouns Eshkevarat Gilaki

mifi oo Jb amefi L Jb
tifi ¥ Jb Semefi b Jbo
unafi 9 Jk ufonafi T Jk
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(47) sifid letfik-e
white scarf-Def+Dem
(s (G o 9 )
(48)xorav mafin-e-k-o beh-i
broken car-Def+Dem-Acc bought-2SG
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