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An analysis of the methods of struggle and the helpful role
of guilds and bazaars of Isfahan
and the victory of the Islamic revolution

Mahshid Sadat Eslahi!

Abstract

Islamic revolution is one of the most important political events in history
of Iran that occurred on 11 Feb 1979. It was achieved with the
participation of the majority of the society members. This important and
fundamental movement was carried out continuously, incessantly and
relying on the leadership of Imam Khomeini. Due to the centrality of the
city's economic hub, the markets were able to play an important role in
the activities and especially the revolutionary battles. In addition, guilds
and marketers provided a suitable platform for the continuation of their
struggles by establishing economic relations and connecting with the
clergy. In fact, their helpful role was established in connection with the
people, and this factor caused guilds and marketers to play a role in these
struggles. This research is looking for an answer to the question of what
tools and methods were used by guilds and marketers to fight against
Pahlavi rule? And what effect did their helpful role have had on the
victory of the Iranian revolution? The working method in this research is
descriptive-analytical and based on library sources, documents and oral
history interviews from businessmen and Bazarian of Isfahan. It is an
important assumption that the institution of Isfahan Bazaar has played a
helpful role in advancing the Islamic Revolution of Iran due to its
traditional connection with the people. In such a way that they became
supporters and cliques of the people in this movement. The results of the
research show that the bazaars and guilds of Isfahan, while supporting
the Islamic revolution, fought against the Pahlavi regime in the form of a
nationwide strike, participating in meetings and pulpits, distributing
leaflets and writing slogans, which resulted in arresting and torturing the
bazaarians.

Keywords: Pahlavi regime, market institution, guilds, methods of
struggle, Islamic revolution, Isfahan.

I, PhD student of Iran's history after Islam, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Persian
Gulf University, Bushehr. maheslahi@gmail.com
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