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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Following Julia Kristeva who first coined the term intertextuality concerning the relationship
among different texts, a new wave of critical approaches and notions to text analysis was
formed among which was Gerard Genette's idea of 'transtextuality’ that was the result of his
investigation of all possible intertextual relationships. Purpose: An important category of
transtextuality is extratextuality which is concerned with the relationship between two literary
texts from a certain perspective. The present paper is an attempt to examine extratextual
relationships between Najmud-din Razi's treatise "At-toyour" [The Birds] and some of the
previous literary works. Method and Research: Our approach in this research is descriptive-
analytical and the method of collecting information is the book-house method. Findings and
Conclusions: The findings suggest that, in composing his treatise, Razi mostly made use of
some of the treatises of Ikhwan As-safa, Sanaee's "Seyr-ol Ebad El-al Ma'ad" [People's
Journey toward God], and Suhrawardi's "Ghesse-ye Ghorbat-e Gharbi" [The Story of Western
Solitude]. He also touched upon Nezami's poetical narratives. The most important reasons for
the extratextual changes in his book include the specific role of the audience, Razi's authorial
style, and the dominant trend in Persian prose of the time.

Methodology

The present study examines Najmuddin Razi's adaptations of his previous works in the
creation of Risalah al-Tayyur, using the comparative-analytical method and using the
principles of Gerard Genet's theory of hypertextuality. After describing and analyzing Razi's
inspirations from others, the fields of his tendency towards the works of the text have been
discussed.

Discussion

In the 6th century of Hijri (590), Najmuddin Razi wrote a treatise entitled Risal al-Tayyur. His
work is written with a very similar structure to his previous works but with a completely
different purpose. From this point of view, what has provided the necessity of the current
research; Najmuddin Razi's many inspirations come from the texts in front of him in the
compilation of his work. It is obvious: "The meaning of a work is not obtained through a
series of mental operations; rather, it is experienced and repeated; in the form of a message
that is both old and always renewed" (Genet, 2011: 218)

Although, in general, in the eyes of modern literary critics, "books should not be judged
separately from each other." In other words, books should not be viewed as independent
objects. A book is never complete by itself, and if we want to understand the content of a
book, it is necessary to put it in relation to other books - not only the works of one author but
in relation to the books of other authors” (Poulin, 1988 : 186). Among the comments related
to examining the impact of a text on the text or other texts, Gérard Genet's opinions are the
most useful. The multi-textual approach is dedicated to the study of overlapping texts. In
more precise words, "in hypertextuality, the impact of one text on another text is examined,
not its presence” (Namor Mutlag, 2016: 95) From Genet's point of view, more text means
"any relationship that causes a link between a text and a previous text, such that this link is
not of an interpretive type" (ibid.: 99) This description of the relationship between two texts is
necessary for the emergence of the two terms over-text and pre-text. Hypertext is a term that
refers to the text under investigation, and pretext includes the text that is influenced by the
text "Therefore, the reader (analyst) must place himself between these two aspects and pay
attention to both of them in order to better understand a work™ (Wagher 2002: 302).
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According to Genet, the relationship between overtext and pretext can be divided into two
general categories.

1. The same dumbness or imitation

Whenever the author of the text tries to preserve the original text in his work; the result of
his insistence is equal to the principle of imitation or dumbness

But imitation is never possible without transformation because "imitation is impossible
directly and is formed indirectly; So that the essence of the first text should always be present
in the second text". (Talaei et al., 2011: 101)

2. Transmutation or change

According to this principle, "sometimes a text can be created by transmuting another text.
In trans-mutuality, hyper-textuality is created by the change and transformation of pre-
textuality” (Namor Mutlat, 1386: 96) Transformation itself has three general categories:
increase, decrease, displacement. "The goal of imitation is not to change, and the basis of
work is to preserve the original; while transformation is based on change; Therefore, the
difference between these two categories is the purpose of the change and its amount. (Abadi
et al., 2016: 36) Each of these principles have more detailed examples that will be discussed
during the analysis of Razi's work.

For example, in a part of his work, he included an excerpt from the text of Akhwan al-Safa
in his narrative and many themes of the narrative of Akhwan al-Safa (such as the pleasant
island at the beginning of the narrative (the main homeland), men's sea voyage, dreaming of
one From parents, ship building) has been removed. And he edited the text of Akhwan al-Safa
a lot, but kept the key elements of its narration. So we are facing a reduction in the type of
thematic deletion (trimming) However, signs of imitation can also be seen in this part of al-
Tayyur's treatise. The location of events and the theme in Razi's narration is an adaptation of
the narration of Akhwan al-Safa. The situation in both stories is the island = the world, and
the general theme of the narrative is: in both stories, migration from this world to the
hereafter.

Conclusion

It is determined by examining the work of Razi (The Treatise of Al-Tayyur); The creator of
the work is mainly inspired by three important works in the creation of his work. The main
methods of Razi's adaptation of Akhwan al-Safa's letters, in addition to his general
adaptations of some narrations of Akhwan al-Safa, should be searched for in the replacement
of new elements and characters instead of the constituent elements of Akhwan al-Safa's
letters. Razi's inspirations from Siral Abad Sanai can also be studied in two general sections
under the title of mystical conduct and the final act of the narrative. The most basic
hypertextual element in the first stage of the behavior of the symbolic dove (physical world) is
based on the reduction process (suggestive gestures). The second part of the hero's narration
(passing through the four elements) is also an adaptation of the Sana'i narration in its structure
and outline. The final part of the journey (passing through the nine planets) can be explained
with the principles of imitation and reduction (in the description of Saturn), imitation,
increase and decrease (in the description of Jupiter) and displacement (in the description of
the Moon constellation). The action and the final part of Razi's narration are also derived
from Sana'i's narration. However, the elements of Razi's narration have replaced the elements
of the narrative story. ( displacement) Razi's quotations from Suhravardi can be analyzed in
three sections. Razi's inspirations from the first part of the story of Western migration are the
main confirmation of displacement (in characters, language, style, etc.). His adaptations from
the middle part of Suhrvardi's narrative can be explained by the principles of reducing
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(editing) and increasing thematic and some places. Razi's interpretation of the final part of
"The Tale of Western Homelessness" in addition to benefiting from the general structure of
Sohrvardi's narrative includes the principle of displacement. In this way, Najmuddin Razi,
inspired by the mystical and fictional works before him, has been able to present his demands
in a creative and effective format, while indirectly criticizing the rulers of his era. Although
the idea and design of this type of writing was inspired by the logic of the Holy Qur'an (in
narratives such as the story of Suleiman and Balqis) before Razi, But Al-Tayor Razi's treatise
in terms of style in the field of language and especially the use of literary structures is the
opposite of the works from which it is inspired; ; And he considered factors such as: the role
of the audience, the personality and writing style of the creator of the work, as well as the
general style of Persian prose, written in a simple and technical intermediate style; Therefore,
from this point of view, it is richer than the works that he used.
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