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Purpos :Conceptual metaphor in the context of cognitive semantics
emphasizes the role of experiences in structuring categories of the
mind and perceiving concepts. The elements of nature are one of the
most experimental fields for explaining the mystical worldview. Since
the sea and the sun are two great and majestic phenomena, they have
attracted the attention of Rumi in depiction; Therefore, in this
research, we have aimed to examine the conceptual metaphor of the
perfect man, relying on the two elements of the sea and the sun, in
order to explain the attributes and role of the perfect man.

Method and Research: Statistical population is the first book of
Maulana's masnavi. The data analysis method is descriptive with
analytical content.

Findings and Conclusions: This research shows that "Sun™ and "Sea"
in the first book of Rumi's Masnavi, as two colorful elements, serve to
explain Rumi's worldview towards the Perfect Man, with all their
manifestations, and Concepts such as “survival", "unity",
"annihilation™ and "need to be with a mentor (Pir)" The results of this
research show that Rumi created a network of metaphors by using the
metaphorical aspects of the sun and the sea and related and contrasting
image clusters, all of which represent the macro metaphor of "Man is
the perfect light" and "the perfect man is the sea". These sub-
metaphors are: sun, moon, star, lamp, oyster, fish and pearl, all of
which explain the position and role of a perfect human being. The roles
of a perfect human are: guidance, therapy and improvement.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The perfect human being is one of the main terms in theoretical mysticism. Various opinions
have been presented about the concept of a perfect man. A perfect human being is the one in
whom all human values grow in a balanced and harmonious manner. According to the school
of mysticism, the ultimate goal of a perfect human being is God. On the other hand, the true
perfect human being is God himself and also every human being who goes beyond everything
and even himself and reaches God. In mysticism, we talk about issues that only those who
belong to it should hear these words, and not everyone has the capacity to hear them, and
therefore the language of mysticism is not a clear language. Also, in mysticism, we are faced
with abstract concepts that everyday language cannot express This is where the metaphor
assumes the role of conveying the message of mysticism, and since mysticism is the knowledge
and identification of the unknown; Metaphors play a cognitive role in it. Conceptual metaphor
in the context of cognitive semantics emphasizes the role of experiences in structuring
categories of the mind and perceiving concepts. The elements of nature are one of the most
experimental fields for explaining the mystical worldview. Since the sea and the sun are two
great and majestic phenomena, they have attracted the attention of Rumi in depiction;
Therefore, in this research, we have aimed to examine the conceptual metaphor of the perfect
man, relying on the two elements of the sea and the sun, in order to explain the attributes and
role of the perfect man. The main question of the research is how the perfect human is explained
by the two spheres of origin of the sun and the sea? Statistical population is the first book of
Maulana's masnavi

Methodology

This research was done by library study and descriptive-analytical method with content
analysis. First, the first book of Masnavi was studied and was collected the poems written on
the desired subject then, these poems were analyzed according to the components of the
research and a note was taken and an article was written by analyzing the notes.

Discussion

According to classical writers and speakers, metaphor is an ornamental subject related to an
unusual language in which one or more words outside of their normal meaning are used to
express a similar meaning. In the classic view, metaphor can be separated from language: an
industry that can be introduced into the language to achieve special effects and premeditation.
These influences help the language to reach its main goal, which is to reveal the reality of the
world that lies beyond it (Hawaks, 1998: 135). From the time of Aristotle until today, many
writers and philosophers have tried to define metaphor, however, a precise definition has not
been presented in traditional rhetoric, as Shafi'i Kodkani, one of the most disturbing definitions
in the rhetoric books of the ancients, is related to Metaphor knows and believes that they have
always been uncertain about the meaning and spiritual scope of this word (Shafiei Kadkani,
2013:107).

In the 20th century, the contemporary theory of Metaphor was given a chance to be developed
by the writing of a book called Metaphors by which we live. This theory challenged the classical
views of metaphor and claimed that metaphor has a place only in literary words and for the
beauty of words. Rather, it has a place in the everyday language and conceptual system of
humans and is placed in the service of knowledge. This type of metaphor is related to the
concept, not the words, its purpose is to enable a better understanding of certain concepts, and
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not only rhetorical and artistic purposes, it is mainly based on correspondences in our
experience and culture, not on similarity (Hashemi, 2010: 129).

In this way, after the design of this point of view, the metaphor finds an open space and
finds a universal state in people’s lives and leaves the scope of literary and rhetorical texts. Since
in the new perspective, metaphor deals with knowledge and understanding, it is given the title
of conceptual metaphor. In this theory, a mental domain is made concrete by an objective
domain and the terms of one domain are used to explain another domain. In a conceptual
metaphor, the objective domain is called the source domain and the mental domain is called
"destination domain™ and the relationship between these domains is called mapping. (Hasehmi,
2010: 125). In this way, every conceptual metaphor is actually the process of understanding and
experiencing the realm of A (destination realm) which takes place with the help of phenomena
and terms related to the realm of B (origin realm) (Fotuhi, 2013:236).

Rumi is one of the prominent personalities and great thinkers of the Persian language who
has played a very prominent role in reviving and enriching the culture of Iran, Islam and
humanity. Maulavi was the greatest complete man in his era who has reached the highest levels
of knowledge and human perfection, but his way of walking is as follows, which is summarized
in a short verse: «The result of my life is no more than three words/I was raw, | was cooked, |
was burned» (Homai, 1990: 204).

The Masnavi Ma’navi is an educational work full of Islamic teachings, verses and narrations,
mystical thoughts and human emotions. In Masnavi, Rumi used metaphor in its comprehensive
meaning to express his mystical thoughts and intentions and to fulfill his divine mission. Rumi uses
metaphors and parables to make mental concepts concrete. Although these metaphors may
contribute to the beauty of the text and its imaginative aspect; but their basic function is to identify
and understand mental facts. By reading the text of the Masnavi, it became clear that metaphors are
revealed in this book, which can be said to have found a fixed form in mystical texts. Of course, the
origin of the formation of these metaphors should be sought in the special mystical thinking that
originated from the Qur'an. Two of these big metaphors are: light, sea. Rumi, in the first book of
Masnavi, has used these two big metaphors to explain the status of a perfect human being. He
believes that the guidance of a perfect person is both providing the way and reaching the desired;
because connecting to the master's authority is connecting to the truth. In the first book of the
Masnavi, Rumi's most attention is on the field of "perfect human being" because his role in
cultivating the existence of the seeker and guiding people towards perfection is clearly evident in
mystical texts. Visual clusters and experimental possibilities such as: Moon, shadow, crescent
moon, star, lamp, shell, fish, river, flood are small metaphors that in Rumi's poetry, each of them is
somehow related to the sun and the sea is connected and explains the macro metaphors mentioned.
All the mentioned metaphors and image clusters serve to explain the role and position of the "Perfect
Man". Our goal in this research is to conceptualize the position and function of the perfect human
being by relying on the two original and tangible areas of the sea and the sun.

Conclusion

The results of this research show that Rumi created a network of metaphors by using the
metaphorical aspects of the sun and the sea and related and contrasting image clusters, all of which
represent the macro metaphor of "Man is the perfect light" and "the perfect man is the sea™. These
sub-metaphors are: sun, moon, star, lamp, oyster, fish and pearl, all of which explain the position
and role of a perfect man. The roles of a perfect human are: guidance, therapy and improvement.
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