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Purpose: In the days when it rained for several days, they
considered the rain to be an obstacle to work, and they started
performing rituals until the rain stopped and the sun appeared.
These methods are called "Sunshine” ritual. One of these sun-
seeking rituals is "Chel-Kachlak" or "chehel-Kachal", which exists
in the belief of some Iranian worshipers and used it in the past.
Once upon a time, when the rain did not stop, a rope was prepared
and the names of forty hairless people were called, and according to
the name of each bald person, they tied a knot on the rope and
placed it under the gutter or buried it under the ground, and the
belief They believed that after this operation, the rain will stop and
the sun will appear.

Method and Research: This research, which is done with a
descriptive and analytical method, after the description and
description of Chel-Kachalk in different regions of Iran, analyzed
the elements in this ritual such as the number "forty in popular
culture”, "Kachal or hairless character".

Findings and Conclusions: "rope™ and "knot" and searched for its
mythological roots and extracted its connection with folk culture
and reached the results that this ritual is among the Iranian prayer
rituals that By using magical elements such as tying a rope, sacred
numbers and hairlessness (anti-fertility), they sought to spell the
rain and make the sun appear and with this superstition "fate in their
favor".
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In the eras when it rained for several days, the people of the earlier societies, who were
mainly farmers and ranchers, considered the rain to be an obstacle for doing their daily work
and started holding rituals and ceremonies to stop the rain and let the sun appear. These
methods are called "sun-seeking" ritual. Sun-seeking rituals in folklore have never had a
scientific origin, but some elements are left from ancient myths and magical beliefs that have
been put together so that this effort with good fortune and forecasts calms the heart of
ritualists' religion.

By investigating the folklore, the Chel-Kachalak customs can be seen in most parts of Iran,
and the researcher, this article is conducted with descriptive analytical method. After
describing the Chel-Kachalak in different parts of Iran, the elements in this ritual will be
discussed such as the number "forty in folklore”, "bald or hairless character”, "rope" and
"knot" and mythological roots will be searched and extracted its connection with popular
culture.

Methodology

In this research, the descriptive-analytical method has been used and based on the library
resources, the required materials have been extracted and discussed after evaluation.

Discussion

It can be said about Chel-Kachalak: "When the amount of rain is more than usual, it not only
does not benefit the farmers, but also causes losses for them. Just as people perform
ceremonies to request for rain, they also execute rituals in such cases and they believe that by
performing these rituals and ceremonies, the rain will stop. For example, they say: "AJALA,
MAJALA, by the swear of the king of Karbala, by the swear of the light of Mustafa, by the
right of the golden dome, take the clouds to the black mountain, bring the sun to our city"; Or
we hold a thread and say the names of forty bald people and tie a knot in the thread each time.
Considering that the northern parts of Iran are rainy, the related documents mostly belong to
the northern provinces of Iran" (Enjavy, 2011: 229).

This ceremony has been popular among the people of Fars (Fasa, Jahorm, Shiraz, Lar,
Kazerun and Estahban), Khuzestan (Dezful and Masjed-Soleiman), Khorasan, Mazandaran,
Gilan, Golestan, Kermanshah, Kurdistan, Shahrekord, Tehran and different parts of Iran. It
has also been manifested in Persian poetry, because poetry has been a reflection of the social
thoughts of the people of the past.

In the fourth book of Masnavi Manavi, there is a story with the title "The other text of that
slave's writing before the king because the answer to the first transcript was not found".

In those verses, Rumi refers to a man who is suffering from a lack of reason or baldness of
ignorance, whose presence causes the cloud to become waterless, and he believes: "His
ominousness makes the cloud waterless" (Molavi, 1994: 620).

Mohammad Tagqi Shourideh Shirazi (1276-1345 AH) pen-named Fasih Al-Molk also refers to
this ritual of "stopping the rain™ that was established in Shiraz during the Qajar era and says:
"O the audience, the Chel-Kachalak should be closed™ and he named the famous bald heads of
his time one by one (Shurideh, 2009, Volume 1: 319).

Sun-seeking rituals show ancient narratives of mythological beliefs and are among the
demonstration rituals of caravan and need-seeking. "Sun-seeking rites have long been
performed throughout Iran, mostly in rainy areas and with many names.
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The nature of sun-seeking rituals should be searched in the thought and action of man in the
past eras. Our ancestors respected nature and were sure that by performing rituals derived
from the symbols of nature, they are able to strengthen or weaken the forces ruling the world.
These rituals are formed from a set of symbolic actions that, despite following a single
structure, have differences based on geographical features. Sun-seeking rituals have been
performed individually and in groups. Sun-seeking rituals are demands and requests of
ritualists to stop untimely rains.

The foundation of practices in rituals refers to mythological sources derived from the gods of
rain, water and sun, and the symbols created in this context are generally connected with
water and rain (Ataridi, 2018: 56). In the continuation of this article, the elements in this
ritual, such as the number "forty in folklore", "bald or hairless character", "rope™ and "knot"
are analyzed and the mythological roots and records Its magic has been investigated.

The number 40 has a symbolic and frequent application in anti-magical behaviors. "When 40
days are over, or 40 objects are used, or 40 actions are performed, the magic property or evil
wicked or spell is completed and its period ends. According to people's beliefs, if they do not
take action to remove evil, they will get stuck in their work; the expression "you have failed in
your work™ conveys the same meaning.

This term is used when doing something is faced with many obstacles and more time and
energy should be spent to achieve it. In common practice, to prevent the child from getting
sick, "forty Bismillah" was put around the child's neck by means of a chain or a braid; "Forty
Bismillah" is a necklace made of forty flakes made of brass, silver or gold, on each of which
the sentence "Bismillah Al-Rahman Al-Raheem™ is carved" (Karbasian, 2018, Vol. 1: Under
40)

Rope or string in most folk stories and songs, including forty bald, is a sign or symbol of the
connecting force between the earth and the sky or man and rain, and in the forty bald ritual,
the rope is the representative and link between man and the sky.

Knot magic, like other magic, exists in two forms: positive magic (beneficial) and negative
magic (evil). "What is important and fundamental in all these "magical” and "magical-
therapeutic" rituals is the direction of the force that exists in any type of capture, in any act of
"binding or tying™ and this direction depends on these actions may be positive or negative for
"beneficial™ or "harmful™ or "defense and protection™ or "attack" (Eliadeh, 2019: 127).
Therefore, depending on the intention of the person using the knot magic, the effect of the
knot can be beneficial or harmful." (Haghi, 2021: 293) Tying has many positive and negative
functions in mythology and popular culture. Among the positive functions of knot magic, we
can mention fortune-telling, healing, pregnancy, finding the lost, requesting for rain, stopping
the storm, protecting evil spirits and voodoos.

Some negative functions of tying the knot in popular culture and folk tales are family discord,
language and sleeping arrangements, or preventing individuals from sleeping.

In popular literature, there are many stories that hair causes fertility. It is said in a story about
Chelgis: "Just as Chelgis was thinking and was combing her head, the comb fell out of her
hand and the water took it with a strand of hair and carried it to the middle of the sea and the
wind carried it and approved it to a strange beach on the other side of the sea.

Ironically, the king of that land had a large orchard of seven fruits, some of these trees had
just dried up. The wind brought the comb to the same dry trees in the garden. The comb stuck
to the root of one of those trees and the tree grew green and bore many fruits" (Darvishian and
Khandan, 1998, Vol. 3: 364).
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In the Iranian mythology, fertiles were created from hair, and hair is introduced as a factor of
fertility. He had a tool like the embers of a fire, the light of which was created from the
infinite light, and he made all the creatures from it and then made it into a body. He kept his
posture for three thousand years. So he created the creatures one by one from his own body.
First, he created the sky from scratch. He created the earth from the ground. The plants were
made from hair, and first, a stem was the length of one limb and two fingers, and there were
all kinds of plants in it. (Bahar, 1996: 134)

In popular culture, primitive man thought that hair causes fertility, that's why, using the name
of bald heads, he thought that since baldness is the opposite of hairy, baldness also prevents
the fertility of clouds and the rain will stop.

Conclusion

The sun-seeking Chel-Kachalak ritual is a ceremonial of ablution, first of all, this custom is
not only in Fars (Fasa, Jahrom, Shiraz, Lar, Kazerun and Estahban) but also in Khuzestan
(Dezful and Masjed Soleiman), Khorasan, Mazandaran, Gilan, Golestan, Kermanshah,
Kurdistan, Shahrekord, Tehran and different parts of Iran, as Abolgasem Anjavi, Henri Massé
and Sadeq Hedayat do not consider this custom to be related to a specific region, and in the
past the great Bakhtiari tribe also performed this ritual, so it is an Iranian ritual and inclusive.

Second, in addition to oral literature, this ritual has also been reflected in official Persian
literature such as Molavi's Masnavi and Shorideh Shirazi's poems.

Thirdly, any part of human life that is most threatened or feared, such as continuous and
heavy rain, provides a more suitable ground for creating superstitions in that part.

Therefore, such a ritual is established in order to fulfill the "desire to make fate in one's
favor" or "perform a special ceremony with desirable and ideal results” which is the goal of
some superstitions. Fourthly, in sun-seeking rituals as opposed to rain-seeking ones, along
with rain spells, they used tools to conjure rain and sunshine, such as tying a rope.

Fifth, the number 40 has a magical property or a spell that is completed by tying 40 knots,
which means that this action is completed or the period of the previous spell ends.

Sixth, the rope or string is a symbol of the connecting force between earth and sky or man
and rain.

Seventh, knot magic can be considered as a type of imitative or homeopathic magic, which
is based on the law of similarity, and the people of the past used knots when they wanted
something to be disturbed, and in this ritual, they also wanted to create knots and disturbances
in the rain.

Eighth, primitive people in folklore thought that hair causes fertility, that's why, by using
the name of bald heads, they thought that it would prevent the fertility of the clouds and by
doing this, it would stop raining. The gathering of all these mythological and folk elements
made the ancient people think that their heart's desire was fulfilled and the rain stopped.
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