Romantic metaphors of native and domestic animals in Iranian folk Songs;

Case Example of Kerman

Afshin Jafari Dehkordi® | Yaser Rahimian?5<@® Nahid Jafari Dehkordi®
1. Department of Clinical Sciences, Veterinary Faculty, Shahrekord University, Shahrekord,
Iran Email: Afshin1356@yahoo.com
2.Ph.D in Animal Science, Department of Animal Science, Shahrekord branch, Islamic Azad
University, Shahrekord, Iran. Email: yas.rahimiyan.yr@gmail.com
3. Department of Clinical Sciences, Veterinary Faculty, Shahrekord University, Shahrekord,
Iran, Email: jafari.nahid20@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 30 December 2023

Received in revised form 11
February 2024

Accepted 17 June 2024

Published online 24 June 2024

Keywords:

folk songs

oral literature

love, human and nature
animal rights

Purpose: Apart from negative environmental consequences,
modern animal husbandry has also created unfortunate moral
consequences. Studies show that the relationship between humans
and domestic animals in the past was based on a moralistic spiritual
background, and although humans kept domestic animals for their
edible and non-edible consumption, the relationship between them
has never been degraded to the existing level. In folk literature,
there has been a very sentimental view of livestock. Although some
cases suggest that they are derived from the official literature, there
are many cases that show a very clear difference between the two.
Metaphors in which friends are likened to deer and gazelles are
familiar in Persian literature; But in folk literature, this case is rare,
and the metaphor of romantic beauty is used from domestic animals.
Method and Research: In their descriptive and analytical study,
using documentary sources, the authors have addressed the issue of
romantic metaphors in the oral literature of the native regions of
Iran with the aim of understanding the place of animals in the native
culture of Iran, and have focused their attention on the case example
of Kerman district in the early 13th century. In a qualitative study,
383 local songs from the mentioned region were selected and
analyzed from a specific source.

Findings and Conclusions: The result of this point is that in
Iranian culture, despite all the problems that nature has raised in
front of man, animals, especially animals that live with him, have
had a spiritual and spiritual place.

Cite this article: Jafari Dehkordi, Afshin, Rahimian, Yaser , Jafari Dehkordi,Nahid. (2024). Romantic metaphors of native
and domestic animals in Iranian folk songs; Case example of Kerman, Journal of Iranian Studies, 23(45), 71-91.
http//doi.org/10.22103/J1S.2024.22739.2568

© The Author(s). Jafari Dehkordi, Afshin; Rahimian, Yaser; Jafari Dehkordi, Nahid. Publisher: Shahid

Bahonar University of Kerman.

DOI: http//doi.org/10.22103/J1S.2024.22739.2568



mailto:yas.rahimiyan.yr@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-0833-3195
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7804-325X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1828-9159

Journal of Iranian Studies, Volume 23, Issue 45, 2024 72
EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In the past, the relationship between humans and domestic animals was based on an ethical
spiritual background, and although humans kept domestic animals for their edible and non-
edible consumption, the relationship between them has never been degraded to the existing
level. The authors have focused their attention on the case example of Kerman region in the
early 13th century of Hijri and in a qualitative study, 383 local songs from the mentioned
region are selected and analyzed from a specific source. The current geography of Iran shows
a land that has two of the world's biggest deserts in its heart. There are no large lakes or rivers
and dense forests on a large scale. However, it has one of the largest and oldest cultures in the
world.

The purpose of the research is to know the place of animals in the native culture of Iran,

and the question arises that how has man been able to play the concept of animal in the most
subtle human emotions - which is love here? What is less discussed is the folklore aspects of
the subject. Behind these works and historical sources, which have a commanding position
and domineering literature, have the natives and residents of the Iranian plateau also behaved
decently towards animals? Animals who have lived with them in a harsh environment, have
they been blessed with human kindness (to the extent possible)?
In line with their research, the authors have made this hypothesis the focus of their work, that
the metaphor of animals in popular literature forms the basis of all literary arrays in classical
and noble literature, but it has prominent differences from it, which include direct references
and he pointed out the avoidance of mythological concepts.

Methodology

This research is based on the development goal; it is based on descriptive and analytical
nature and based on the collection of documentary materials. The studied area is Kerman and
its functions; The time period of collecting these songs goes back to the Pahlavi era. With the
effects of urbanization and the spread of modern lifestyles, this remarkable reserve is now
thought to be largely depleted. Therefore, the studied source is considered the last page of the
history of the traditional society, on this basis, the qualitative method for the analysis of the
samples is considered.

Discussion

Every look at nature and animals in this border is required to consider the history that tells us:
how Iranians in this geography have defined their relationship with animals for thousands of
years. The religious works and bronzes of Zagros, as well as citing historical, archaeological
and religious data, are full of reports that show a respectful, tolerant and gentle relationship
between humans and animals in a long period of time. In the Zoroastrian religious text, the
relationship between man and animal is imagined at an ideal point. The word "animal” in
combination with the other word "dead" in the form of "dam and dead" in Persian culture and
literature, means domestic and wild animals, and this combination has been widely used in
literary texts. Based on the same practical forms and the definition of the dictionary, the first
part of it "animal” is used to mean a domestic animal. As in the common language, animal
husbandry means simply keeping domestic animals.
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Conclusion

The synonymy of the word "animal™ with the meaning of "trap” and "fishing tool" shows the
meaningful connection of both in a stage of the formation of human society. That is, this word
in its first sense included any animal that was caught through trapping and trapping. This
means that it is a wild animal that is an enemy of domestic animals and trapping it is not for
the purpose of earning sustenance. Maybe this point has been the subject of many researches.
But this essay looks at a deeper focus with the concept of love; It is sewn. Of course, love is a
human subject. Because it has many complications and arises from internal conflicts and
distortions of the society in which a person lives. The subject of the speech does not deal with
the love of humans for animals or the fascination of animals for humans. Rather, it speaks
from the angle that human beings cling to the concept of animals for their collective sake in
order to express their love.
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