The Status of Women in Endowments of Gonabad
during the Qajar and Pahlavi Eras

Jamshid Noroozi' | Zekrollah Mohammdi’ | Narges Khazaei’

Abstract

Purpose: The study aims to examine the contribution of women to the endowments of Gonabad
during the Qajar and Pahlavi periods, to describe the characteristics and purposes of these endow-
ments during these two eras, to explain the influence of feminine tendencies in determining the
type and use of endowments, and to understand how female endowment caretakers were selected

in Gonabad.

Method and Research Design: This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, based on
the content of endowment documents available at the Gonabad Endowments Office, as well as in-
formation from certain books, to analyze the position of women in the endowments of Gonabad
and related issues concerning their endowments.

Findings and Conclusion: Women in Gonabad contributed to only 17% of the endowments
during the Qajar and Pahlavi periods. The majority of womens endowments consist of water and
agricultural land; however, sometimes mulberry and jujube trees were also endowed. Most female
benefactors were from rural areas, and, influenced by the uprising of Imam Hussain (a), they
devoted most of the income from their endowments to Muharram mourning ceremonies. It can
almost be said that Gonabadi female benefactors did not consider their feminine tendencies in

determining the purposes of their endowments and the selection of their caretakers.
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Bonine, Michael E. (1989). “From Qanat, Field Systems and Morphology: Rectangular-
ity on the Iranin Plateau”. Qanat, Kariz and Khattara: Traditional Water Sys-
tems in the Middle East and North Africa, Edited by Peter Beaumont, Micheal
Bonine, Keith Stanley McLachlan, Anne McLachlan. Landon: The Middle East

Center, School of Oriental and Africa Studies, University of London.
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