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Abstract

Newspapers emerged as a novel phenomenon in Iran during the Qajar Era following the exposure
of Iranian intellectuals to European societal developments. Over time, newspaper publication gained
popularity across various regions in Iran. The Constitutional Movement marked a pivotal moment in
Iranian journalism with an increase in newspaper publication in several cities following the
proclamation of the constitutional decree in 1324 AH. These newspapers underwent significant
changes in terms of content. One aspect worth exploring constitutional era newspapers in Qajar is the
presence of "advertisements" often referred to as "E'lan". These advertisements provided valuable
insights into the social and economic conditions of Iranian cities, shedding light on the neglected
aspects of social and economic history that were not found in narrative sources. This study focused on
evaluating advertisements in "Anjuman-e Tabriz Newspaper", one of the prominent newspapers of the
constitutional era. The study aimed to answer the fundamental question: What social and economic
information did the advertisements in Anjuman-e Tabriz Newspaper offered about the life in Tabriz
during the constitutional era? In other words, what advertising-related data did Anjuman-e Tabriz
Newspaper contain and how significant were these data in understanding urban life in Tabriz at that
time? The research utilized a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods. Qualitative research
methods were employed in the collection and description of reports, while quantitative statistical methods
were utilized for data analysis. Thus, this research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to studying
advertisement. By evaluating and summarizing the available data, the study concluded that the
advertisements in Anjuman-e Tabriz Newspaper not only shed light on the neglected social and economic
aspects of Tabriz society during that time, but also reflected the emerging nationalist tendencies and
promoted social action, such as supporting domestic goods and imposing embargoes on foreign goods.
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Introduction

Newspaper publication gained popularity among the Iranian population during the Qajar Period. With
the success of the Constitutional Movement and constitutional provisions regarding newspapers and
magazines, their prevalence increased even further. Anjuman-e Tabriz Newspaper known by various
titles, such as "Ruznama-e Melli", "Jarida-e Melli", and "Anjuman-e Tabriz", held significant importance
during the early years of the Constitutional Movement. One notable section of this newspaper was
"E'lan" or section of advertisements. This essay aimed to examine the contents of advertisements in
Anjuman-e Tabriz Newspaper and uncover the political and social reflections of the time within them.
The study concluded that the newspaper's advertisements indeed reflected specific social and political
aspects of life in Tabriz, along with emerging nationalistic tendencies and encouragement for political
participation. The existing research on this topic has often remained limited to general observations and
has not delved deeply into the sources. It is unrealistic to expect detailed insights from studies that have
explored broad topics like Qajar Period newspapers. To investigate the city of Tabriz specifically, this
study focused on local advertisements that reflected local interests.

Materials & Methods

This research employed a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods. The qualitative
approach was utilized for data collection and description, while the quantitative methods were
employed for statistical analysis. Therefore, our study adopted an analytical-descriptive approach to
examine the advertisements. In the quantitative analysis of advertisements in Anjuman-e Tabriz
Newspaper, we presented the content in tables to provide an overview of the entire corpus of
advertisements in the newspaper.

Research Findings

The ads and semi-ads in Anjuman-e Tabriz Newspaper could be classified into 3 categories: formal
ads, encouragement ads, and negative ads. These advertisements covered a wide range of goods and
services with a particular emphasis on school supplies, books, and medical
products/servicesrepresenting cultural and hygienic products. Notably, there were concepts promoting
the protection of domestically made products and urging urban elites to invest in infrastructure
projects, which constituted a significant portion of the advertisements. When examining negative ads,
it is worth mentioning the boycott of certain foreign goods, industries, and granting of exclusive rights.
This indicated a growing support among urban elites for domestically made goods. By considering the
informal ads and negative ads together, one could observe a trend among the societal elites,
demonstrating a heightened awareness and collective action during the early constitutional era to
support Iranian-made products while avoiding foreign-made ones. Hence, it could be argued that the
advertisement trends reflected the political developments in Tabriz during that specified period.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

As previously mentioned, the primary focus of this research was to explore the valuable historical
insights and information regarding the social and economic life in Tabriz during the early
constitutional era through an analysis of the advertisements published in Anjuman-e Tabriz
Newspaper. Our findings revealed that these advertisements indeed reflected certain nationalistic
tendencies, emphasizing support for domestically made products and promoting collective action to
boycott imported goods. Additionally, they provided valuable insights into the common aspects of the
economic and social life in Tabriz during that era. By categorizing the advertisements into the three
main groups of formal/official ads, promotional ads, and negative ads, we illustrated the extensive
range of content and the diverse array of goods and services featured. However, it is worth noting that
the ads related to schools, books, and medical goods and services dominated the advertisement corpus
in Anjuman-e Tabriz Newspaper, thus occurring most frequently. Furthermore, the ideas promoting
the support of Iranian products and encouraging urban elites to invest in infrastructure projects held a
significant position, occupying a prominent place within the promotional section.
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